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PREFACE. 



The Conductors of the Spirifual Magazine haTing dctcmiinetl 
to republish the papers ou American Spiritualism, coiitribiitwl hy 
ine to that journal, in an indfjifntlcnt f'orni, I desire to offer to 
the reatk-r a few worils of explanation as to my proniineut 
connexion with the aubjeot. 

It will be seen bj a peniaal of this volumcj how and under 
what circninatances I became a convert to a belief in spirit- 
intercoursej which belief I iiiidei-stand to be, t/wt (lie sptrks of 
departed men and toomen have an €xisteru:€ in another sj>herCj and 
under certain conditions^ that they can and do manifist themseh'enj 
and communieate unth npirtts in thefiesh. This being the cardinal 
point in my view of the subject, I aeo no reason why all deno- 
niinations of religionista should not, when satisfied of tlicj fact, 
become Spiritualists; for certainly the bellof docs not destroy tlie 
great truths inculcated in biblical history, but, on the eontraay, it 
tlirows a new light on the sacred volume, and enables ua to rttaltze 
and comprehend many passages which are dark without it. But, 
ii.^ 1 am ]iij theolof^ian, T jircfer to leave the religiuus beiiring of 
the subject to be dealt with by other Iieads, lielieving that it is 
«>si>ecially the duty of the ministers of religion to investigate 
Spiritualism, and give it, if possible, a nght direction- Neither 
have I any scientific knowledge, though I do not think that to Ite 
a necessary qualification for the investigation of the facts of 
Spiritualism, I am a man accustomed to commercial pursuits, of 
strong nerve, and without fanatical bias of any kind. My mind 
is of that practical character that I am, T think, even a better 
witness to attest a physical fact that mns counter to g^'nerally 
received opinions, than tlie man of science, who haa been educated, 
so to speak^lii a groove, and who has first to unleani and to throw 
iiaidc the dogmas by which he ia enthralled, before he can receive 
a new light Avliich overtm'us his past philoeophy. Having once 
become satisfied that the phenonicna were real, 1 sought for an 
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explanation from men more learned than myself; but finding as 
I advanced in my enquiry, that the facts I witnessed completely 
set aside the theories which science had placed in my path, I was 
reduced to the necessity of either ignoring the evidence of my 
senses, or of admitting the spiritual origin of the phenomena. 
For instance — Professor Faraday's theory, that a table moved by 
the involuntary muscular action of the hands of those who sat 
aroimd it, was entirely annihilated when I had seen, as I have 
frequently done, a table and other heavy bodies move about, 
without physical contact of any kind. It was of no use to tell me 
that it was Od force played the air I asked for, on an accordion, 
held by me in one hand, apart from any person present. It 
was equally futile and insulting to one's common sense to say 
that electricity had played on the accordion, and had answered 
questions, and had given me information on subjects of which I 
had no previous knowledge, without at least admitting that an 
intelligent agent guided and directed it; and, in a word, having 
become satisfied that it was no ordinary power that eiFected 
these " marvels, I accepted the only rational solution, and became 
a Spiritualist. 

As I was one of a few who recognised the truth at the earliest 
period of its introduction into this country, the only merit which 
belongs to me is, that I have steadily and boldly — despite the 
ridicule which the unthinking portion of society has cast upon 
the belief in Spiritualism — proclaimed the facts whenever they have 
been challenged; and now that thousands around me are seriously 
enquiring into the truth of this important subject, I have in my 
humble way become an authority. 

As I am unaccustomed to write for the public, I am aware 
that the chief interest which may attach to the perusal of the 
following papers, will arise from the entire reliability that may be 
placed on the facts recorded in them, and not on their literary 
merit. 

BENJ. COLEMAN. 

London, Dec. IPGl. 




SPIRITUALISM 



During my recent Tisit to I^^ew York and Boston, in April^ 
lS61j I made the personal acquaintance of some of the leading 
t^pmtualiata and beat known Mediuras of those cities 5 and at the 
request of several of tlie most prominent supporters of and con- 
trvbutora to the Spiritual Magazine, to whom I have read ray 
notes since my return to London, I have great pleasure in placing 
them before itu readers. I trust that my narrative maj not only 
prove interesting, hut that it will be infltnictive, inaamuch aa 
it will convey additional proof of the reality of spirit-intercourae, 
confirmed by my own experiences in America, where, as it will 
be seen, I witnesBcd some of the most remarkable phenomena in 
Spiritualism to he found on record. 

In my family and immediate circle of friends, for whom alone 
I kept a journal of my travels, I know that every statement I 
make is implicitly believed ; birt I am afraid that even among 
Spiritualists, it may bo supposed in one or two cases to which I 
shall refer, that I may somehow have been deceived, and of course 
among the masses, who arc still ignorant of the spiritual f;icta 
which arc transpiring in their midst, my statementa will be con- 
sidered to bo the ravings of a disordered Imagination, or a gi-osa 
attempt to Impose on thoir credulity, senseless and prohtless 
aa such a proceeding would be; and therefore j it may not be 
out of place to remind theae sceptics of an old story^ which I hope 
those who are familiar with will forgive me for repeating, it 
is this: — 

A Dutch ambassador assured the King of Siam that in 
llolland the water at times became so hard that a troop of elephants 
might walk on it in sat'ety. The King is said to have replied : 
" Hitherto I have believed the strange things vou have told me 
because I looked upon you ns a sober fair-minned man, but no\ir 
I am sure you lie.' 






Tbc'iii^itude, who from want of opportunity or inclinatiori, 
Imve Jiavci* seen the marvellous plionumcna which are now 
atteslfetljjy thousands in tins crtmitry, ami by tens of thousaruls 
iti v^.^cl!*ica, are exactly in the position of the beuiji^hted King of 
tSitili**' T-he facls Btmplj transcend fJiei'r pliilosophy, and witi] an 
aiTp^gance which their sober ruasoniiig caniiot justify, they coolly 
.jp:nore huiimn testimony and declare them to be "impossible" 
*;^id untrutJ. 

It in not my intention, however, to discuss the general Bubject, 
for which I would refer the reader to the SpirUual Magazin<>^ 
but only to warn the over-confident sceptic that before he 
endeavours to iidluence the minds of serious honest men by 
Bueering at etatementa which to him may appear too extra- 
vagant for belief, he ahonld first put himself on the same plane 
with me and others hy investigating the subject ■vvlth the sole 
object of eliciting the truth ; and then, assuredly, the 7'PM.lity 
of the phmomenii will no longer be denied by him, whatever 
difterences of ophiiuu the study of tbeiri may conscientiously 
lead ua to. 

My ovyn belief in spiritual appcaranceSj find that appaiitiona 
of departed persons are occasiooally seen, lias been long settled, 
and it is strengthened by the idea expressed in four hncs of 
Byron ; — 

I merely mean to say what Johnson said, 
That ill tlie course of some six thousand ycara, 
All nations have believed that from the dead 
A viaitaut at intervals appears. 

On my passage to America 1 took an e^arly c»pportunity of 
introducing' the subject among the passengers, aud in a day or 
two it was evident tliat my advocacy of the truth of Spirituahsm 
had become generally known, as I was sought for and constantly 
surrounded by gi'onps representing every type of scepticism. 
Dr. Mackj a highly respected and well-known physician, residing 
at St, Catherine's, Upper Canada, placed hiniiself in the van, and 
contested my argmnents very warmly. It was, however, but a 
rcjtetition of the old worn-out story : my facts wore not facts to httn 
— he must see them hrat — he must examine all the surroimding 
cunditioua — there must be something wrong in ray powers of 
observation, i&c, &c. To roost persons, I find the /hofo, at first, 
are sad stumbling-blocks; wlileh drive them to a setting np of 
their own judgment as superior to that of those who have become 
believers after due investigation, Jndgmg from a variety of 
small civilities which were tendered to mo on board, I had reason 
to think my unpopular views had nevertheless met with many 
sympatliisers, and, among them, the very last person to whom T 
shoidd have thought of speaking of Spiritualism from my previous 
knowledge of llie man, — the captain of the ship. He however, I 



found, had had his own experiences, as explained by tlie following 
colloquy which was overheard and reported to me : — 

(.)ne of the passengers, a fi'iend of the ca])tain'a, smoking witli 
hun on deck at night, said: "Have you heard all this d — d uou- 
seuae they tire talking about spirits V" — "Yes," said the captain, 
in his solemn deep-toned voice, "I have; and let me tell you, Joe, 
thei*e is more in it than people have any idea of." "Why, you don't 
mean to say that you believe tlie things of wliicli Mr. Ooleuian is 
talking?'* — '*Weli, Joe, I can only tell you that 1 had the clearest 

intimation of poor 1) 's death, and in this way "—'in d the 

captain proceeded to tell bh friend a veritable ghoat story, %vhich 
I have reason to believe made a serious impresaion on "Joe," inae- 
mucbas he too exhibited to n^e afterwards many special ctvUittes, 
showing a change of feeling in my favour. Among the otficera 
of the ship who took the niOf<t interest in the fsuhject were the 
doctor and the purser, who frequently invited mo to tlieir private 
cabins, and were serious and anxious in their enquiries. One 
evening, the pui'ser said, " Doctor, do you believe in Bpirltual 
appearances'?" " Yea," he replied, "1 am inclined to do so — 1 
never heard before on personal testimony of such facts aa Mr. 
Coleman relates, but I believe them." *' Well," said the purser, 
'* m do I ; and I will tell you why "— and he told the following 
story ; — 

" When C— — - took a lionse, I went to live with blui. One night 
I was disturbed by a loud knocking at the head of my bed, which 
destroyed my rest. I named it in the morning, and was laughed 

at by and his sisters. This occurred a Bccoud and third 

time, with the addition of the bed clothes being on one occasion 
alowlj dragged away from me. On a subsequent night, returning 
home late, I was groping my way in the dark to uiy bedroom, 
when at the door I was aatounilcd by bearing a tremendous smash, 
aa if a hundred weight of glass and china had been thrown at my 

feet. It was heard by all the bouse : C , his sisters?, and tlio 

servants rushed out of their rooms in great alarm ; lights were 
procured, when to our sui-prise not anything was to be seen, aud 
uothing was found to account for this extraordinary disturbance. 

The result was, that U gave notice of his intention to leave the 

house, and at length ascertained that the former occupant had 

[)ficked up everything and decamped in the night j and the land- 
oi'd on cleaning out the cellars found the body of a woman buried 
under the coah — who it was supposed had been murdered." 

On my arrival at Kew York I made the personal acquaintance 
of Judge Edmonds, for \vhom I had lung eutertalned the most 
profound aLlmiratiuu jind respect. The undfiuntcd manner in 
which from the fiViSt moment of his convietion he has proclaimed 
the (ruth of Hpiritntili'ini, and the w(H'ldl\" sacrifices he has been 



compelled in conscqiwnce to mnkc, entitle liliu to tlie afFeLitionato 
ix'pjard of a!l men, witliuut reference to tliose tltfferencea of 
religious opitiion, which we too often stop to question and to 
quarrel with. 1 waa surprised to find thiit the eonununlty who 
liad forced Judge Eilnutiida fi'oin his hig;h office, the duties of 
whieh it is admitted even by his persecutors he liad discharged 
with fearless digintyj now pay hini on all hands the most marked 
respect, I had an opportunity of observing this in two courts in 
which he was profcsi^ioually engaged aseounseljaiid also in walking 
with hini thfoiiglt the streets; and T was especially struck witn 
the ease and masterly superiority whieh he exhibited over his 
o[>poneiit in conihietbig his legal arguments. He is called by bis 
title bv all anmnd him, including the judge on the bench, I 
spent the evening at Judge Edmniuls' liouee, and was introduced 
to his danghter, Miss Laura Edmonds, his aoUs companion. 
Botli arc cheerful, very genial, and Interesting persons. Misa 
Edniomk' health is very delieate, and for that reason the exercise 
of her remarkable incdimuahip ia not now encouraged. Her gifts 
are various : she is a wi-iting medium ; and the spirits speak 
through licr in the trance state; she sees spirits in her nonna! con- 
dition ; and she can sometimes at will project her spirit : appearing 
in form^ and delivering ine&sages to friends in sympathy with her, 
even though living at a distance — in proof of which she cited 
two or three instances. The power of the spirit to leave the 
natural bodyjand to [^resent itself in visible form and identity to 
another, though rare, is not an attiibnte of Miss Edmonds' medium- 
ship oidy; as I am acquainted with a lady I'estdcnt in London 
Avdio has the tianie power, and who has exercised it several times, 
"^rhis hidy told me that on one occasion having a young friend 
staying on a visit WMth lier, a gentleman who uallod to sec them, 
in the course of conversation ridiculed the belief in apparitions, 
and said that he would give anything to see a ghost. He laughed 
at her assertion that her spirit could appear to him that very night 
if t^he pleased, and dared lier to try it, which she agreed to do. In 
the course of the night, she told lier friend that she had been to 

Mr. -'s bedside, and that findhig him asleep, she aw*oke htm 

by a box on his ear; and then, after repeating to him averse 
from a poem of Keat3''s, came away. I'iie gentleman called on 
the ladies early on the following morning, con*oborated her state- 
ment, and acknowledged himself perforce a convert at all events 
to that phase of spiritual manifestations. 

Miss Edmonds described to mo a visit made to her by a ladv 
who wa3 an entire stranger to her, and w4io wished for a communi- 
cation. Laura's hand was moved to write, but was prevented by 
the seizure of it by her left hand, which tried in a very decided 
manner to interrupt the spirit conti'olling the right hand. The 



medium tlien gave utterance to a half-cspreased sentence, which 
was in liko manner chcckccl by tlie secoml spirit ; ahc tlien saw 
Ijoth splritft stfltiding before her, and told lier visitor that one was 
her husband and the other her father ; and that by tlieir intw- 
fereiice with one another, she was made to write and talk so incon- 
gruously that she could make nothing of it ; and she feared it 
would be very unsatistactory. The lady, however, aaid the wliole 
was most satisfactory to her as a test of the reality of the fspirita' 
presence, as the same hahitawere exhibited in their lives: there had 
been a constant war of Beiitiment between her father and husband; 
whatever one asserted the other invai'iably contradicted. 

I paid a visit to Mr. Colchester, wbo is what is called a 
*^ test medium/' Ilo obtains striking and very [jcculiar manifes- 
tations. Taking my seat in his private room wiib him akmc, he 
placed before me slipa of paper and requested mc to write any 
number of questions I pleased. Whilst 1 was so engaged, he 
begged me to excuse him, and he went to apeak to a person 
waiting in another room. On bis retttrn I bad written out ten 
questions, each of which I had foUled up closely and separately. 
lie took them one by one before him and rapidly wrote out an 
answer to each question. 

I may here explain that I have but three uem* relatives in 
the spirit-world — vis,' my father, whose name was Sylvester, 
my step-danghter Isabel, and my step-son Harry^ — these nanipa 
I had written, with others, on separate pieces of paper and 
rolled tbcni up in small pellets. On opening tlie papers I found 
that each answer was appropriate and exact, and proved con- 
clusively that either by a natural clairvoyance on the pail of tlie 
medium, who appeared to be in his normal condition the whole 
time, or by a spiritual impression, he had read every word 
contained in each of tlie folded papei"B, Take for instance the 
fallowing questions and answers : — 

t^. — '' is Harry or Isabel with me, and can they prove to me 
their presence?" 

A. — " Yes; we are often with you. It is onr greatest wish 
to speak to you alone," &c., &c. (Signed, "Isabella, Henry." 
I hid written them Isabel and Harry). 

Q. — -'' Has my visit to this country any special significance ? — 
Will it be of service to me or to any one else ?" 

A, — '" You are on a special mission, which will not only benefit 
yon, but be of considerable benefit to others. You wlU be very 
suceessfid," (.tc. 

I then asked what spirit bad given mc the answer to number 
nine. Ulr. Colchester quickly unbuttoned the sleeve of his eliirt, 
and stripping it up, showed me the name " Isabella, " plainly 
imprinted on his arm in red letters about an inch long, slightly 
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raised. I trietl, at his request, to rub tliem off, bnt tlvo friction 
ouly tended to bring out tlvo writing iii strongci' relief. In like 
nianuerj the lirst lutviiit? faded a^vay, the UAine " Hylveater" was 
afterwards shown on his arm ; aud in reply to other questions, the 
words "Yes," and"Nu,'* anjieared Buccessively on the palm of 
his hand. Mr. Colchester then requested mc to take the pellets 
containing the names 1 bnd written, aud to throw them, togetlier 
with ray pocket handkerchief, under the table, and to siclcct at 
the same time one of the names. I said "Isabel;" and in an 
instant, be said, " you will find the name tied in the coraer of your 
handkei-chictV I took it fi'osn the floor, where I had myself 
placed it a moment before, and found the pellet, with the name 
Isabel tied, as be said it was, in the coraerof myown handkerchief. 

Querulous sceptics may save tbemselvea tte trouble of specu- 
lating on whether or not I may have been deceived by a sleight- 
of-hand trick. Tliere was no trick I assure them in the eaae ; 
and, as it wa** broad daylight, no possibility of deception. 

On a second visit to Jlr. Colcbcater, I took with me a scaled 
envelope, encloaing a folded paper on which I had written, '* Will 
the spirit be so good as to give me the exact words of this paper^ 
merely to satisfy me of its power to do so?- — B. C" I laid the 
envelope on the table. Mr. Colchester did not touch it ; but, 
taking a pencil and paper, he wrote rapidly evert/ word eontained 
i%ii. This was a conclusive test of that clairvoyant power which 
lias been so frequently disputed, and which Sir Philip Crampton, 
M. D., challenged some years ago, when he said he had enclosed 
a hundred pound note in an envelope '* to be given to any one 
Avho, by the operation of Mesmerism, shall describe the particulars 
of the note." It was never claimed, and it is therefore coustantly 
cited as a proof that Clairvoyance is a fraud. In i-efcrcnce to 
this particular teat, I find the following statement made in the 
^"JTtli ninuber of the Zoint^ April, 1852 :- — "After all, it turns out 
that Sir Philip Crampton did not enclose a bank note, but a 
blank cheque ; and tliey sav bo thought it good fun to substitute 
the one for the other." Ihe iraud m this instance would thus 
appear to liave been practised by the learned physician, and this 
is the way that men of science pretend to investigate and too 
frequently trifle with subjects which they know, if proved, would 
overturn their ifhdosophy. If, however, there sliould be any 
savant m the present day who is bold enough to risk a hundred 
pound note on Mr. Colchester's ability, icithout the apparent aid 
of what h called MeamertHin, to decipher the contents of a sealed 
envelope, I shall be glad to be the " medium " of making the 
trial, and I am much niistakenj after my experience, If the 
sceptic is not made to pay for his temerity. The very remark- 
able manifestation of writing on the fksh is also obtained by Mr, 



Foster, of New York, wlio was abaent at the time of my visit, 
from the city. I am told he is a respectable young luan, and \ * 
that his TOamfestationa are quite equal to Mr. Golchester's, and'' 
much of the same character. 

Dr. CTaribier and Dr. Bellj of Boston, attest their having wit- 
nesaedabout two years ago sliiiikr manifestations through the lue- 
diumship of Miss Cog'gswell, of VeiTtiout. Dr. Gardner asked iuen-( 
I tally for aorae evidence that his brother in the spirit-world was 
present, and the Icttera M, Gr,, the initials of the name, came up on 
the arm of the medium. Dr. Gardner then aaked mentally — " How 
did he die?" and presently there rose up on her arm the figure 
of a hmnan heart, and over it another hgure of a pistol being 
discharged into the heart. This was a satistactory test to 
Dr. Gardner, as hia brother was shot tlu'ough the heart by 
a ball from a revolver. Dr. Gardner sent for Dr. L. V. Boll, a 
well-known physician, wlio is not a Spiritualist, to witness this 
extraordinary phenoraetion, aud, in answer to a nicntally-espressed | 
desire of Dr. Bell, three crosses and a flower came up on the 
jnediura's arm. Dr. Bellj in retereuce to this and other phenomena 
which lie witnessed, says he does not believe they are the work of 
fipirits. He is equally sure they are not produced by impoBturc, — | 
they come, in his opinion, "from some oecidt cause wliltdi I do not 
undertake to cxplaiUj'* &c. " But (he says) bo far as I am qualified 
to appreciate or observe what occurs before my eyes, 1 cannot 
admit that there was juggb'ig or solf-deception in the matter." 

Among the most valuable developments of Spiritualism in 
America is the number of healing mediumsj many of high 
character and station, and whose apparently miraculous cures are 
attested by a host of reliable witnesses ; and there is no more 
reasoTi to doubt that spu-it-power is exercised for the cure of 
disease, than in any other of the marvellous manifestations which 
many hundreds of persona have frequently witnessed. I met 
a Mr. Hussey ui Jvew York, who is a healing medium. Ho 
described to me how strangely, despite of himself, and even 
against his wishes, he had ll>een forced to relinquish other pursuits, 
and to devote himself to the healing art. Ue said he had cured 
almost every known disease, except yellow fever. One case of 
typhoid he cured in half an hour; another of spinal complaint 
coufirmed by years of suffering, which had balHed all other 
treatment, he had cured in nineteen days. He confessed to me 
that he knew nothing of pathology ; that he exercised no thought, 
but that without volition on his part, his hands were directed to 
the seat of disease, and its cure was thereby effected. 

In Boston, Dr. Newton has obtained great celebrity as a healing' 
mcdiimi. I had not time tn visit him, hut T heard from a friend 
wlio knew him well, and who frutjuently visits ai hia hoirsCj that his 
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power? arc acknowledged on all hands. In one case known to 
my informant, a man, who had lost his sight for 15 years, was 
restored in one hour, and I was told that a pile of cmti-hea 13 to 
he seen at Dr. Newton's house, bearing the names of t!ie patxeuts 
to whom they bclungedj who had been cured " by the laying on of 
hands,^' and who had walked away without fmlher nse for them. 
At New York, Ihad the pleasure of making the acquahitancc of 
Mias Catherine Fox, who is now well known wherever Spiritualism 
haa been heard of, as one of the Fox family through whom the 
modern uianifesitatious were fir&t recognised in America, 13 years 
ago. She id still youngs and a very Interesting, amiable and 
lady-like person. IJer mediinnship iis a& strong now as it hiis ever 
been , ar\d indeed she had, diuing my atay in New York, some 
of the most remarkable manifestations that have ever been 
recorded, and of which I shall give a full account in a subsequent 
number. The rapjungs in lier presence are very loud and 
precise. When 1 called on her one morning, the room 
resounded on all sldea as if a host were giving me a joyous 
weh'ome, I aaked if tlio spirits who were present would give 
njc their names, and the names of Harry, Isabel, and Bylvester 
were wpelt out, no names having been mentioned by me in Miss 
Fox's presence, and of coin*se I and my family relations were 
wholly ouknown to her. These were followed by other names of 
fnenfk, spelt out in full, and one, a relative of my wife's said, 
"Let me Bpcak." A message followed, of a specially signtfieani 
and touching character, which I am precluded from giving, as it 
relates to private family atfalre; but I may mention that thu 
tenor of the message is an actual apology offered for an assumed 
injustice done to me during her life-time, now 20 years ago. 

Dr. Kirby, a well-known physician residing in New York, 
told me that he had investigated 8piritualisra for some years, and 
that he was a ctmfirmed believer. Among many facts which he 
named, I select the following curious proof of spu'lt-powcr : — He 
aud \m friend Dr. Wilson were at a s<?aHce, when a spirit gave his 
name William Nixon. " What*?" said Dr. Wilson, *' are you my 
old friend with whom I have played so many games at cards'? ' 
" Yes " was t.!ie reply \ " I can play now as well as I ever did, 
and T challenge you to a game." A pack of cards was obtained 
and handed under the table, where a naturally-shaped though not 
a fleshly hand, cut tlicm. Dr. Wilson then dealt five cards to each, 
and proceeded to play an American game, called euchre, rocetviug 
from the spirit card for canl throughout the game, which was won 
by the spirit, who said cxultingly, '* You see, Doctor, I had the 
advantapfc, as I could see every card in your hand." 

JLr. llusscy, of whom I have made mention, related to mo an 
equally curious manifestation which occurred recently at a eitting^ 



■where he was present. A Bpirit requested that a tumbler filled 
with water should be placed in the centre of the table around 
which they were seated ; they were then told to put out the 
Hglit, which was done, each one of the party holding the other's 
hand. In a minute, the gas was re-lighted, when the tumbler waa 
fouud to be entirely emptied of its contents. The apirit next 
requested the room to be made dark agaio, and on re-hghting it 
in an instant after, it was fouud that the glass had been refilled 
to the brim. They asked the spirit to explain the process, and were 
told that a hand was funned large enough to hold in its hollow 
the contents of the glass, by pressing It up against the lower 
suiface of the table, which on looking was found to be wet. 

Tliese are some of the incidents which so frequently occur 
in the experience of those engaged in the prosecution of tht& 
Bubject ; and whieh prove with irresistible force the reality of 
some super-mnndane agency. 

There is a phase of medlumship to be met with in America 
which hag never, that I am awai'c of, been known in Kurope, 
wliieli testsi in the most satisfactory manner the actual presence 
of spiritSj and the faculty wliich certain media possess of seeing 
and recognizing them; and that is, the power of delineating on 
canvas or cardlioard an exact likeness of the spirit. 

I am indebted to Mr. Berry, of Boston, editor of the Banner 
of LifjM newspaper, for a photograph copy of a spirit drawing, 
which he had jnst received, enclosed in a letter, from Mr. P. 
Butter, of Springfield, Ulinois. It is the full-length likeness of 
a child in ball costume, four yeara of age, who was the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Soaper, of Bloomingtou, Illinois. It is said 
that the spirit of this child presented itself to Mr. W, P. Anderson, 
a portrait-drawing medium, who was imknown to the family, 
and that he produced, in an abnormal state with his eyes closed, 
the original picture, life size, in 2 hours and 40 minutes, and it 
is pronounced to be an exact likeneas. I showed the photograph 
to Mrs. Burbank Felton, of Boston, a very intelligent and well- 
known trance-speaking medium, of whom I shall have occasion 
to speak presently, and she told me that she bad recently seen a 
most wonderful production obtained under somewhat similar, but 
fitill more curious circumstances, through the medluraship of a 
Mr. J. B. Fayette, of Oswego, who Is a tailor by trade, and who 
is unacquainted in his natural state, with the art of painting in 
any way. The likeness Jlrs. Felton saw was thus obtained: — 
A friend of hers, Mrs. Macumbcr, a well-known public test 
medium, whilst oti a visit with a Mr. and Mrs. Burgess, gave 
them at a smnce a message from their spirit daughter, to the 
effect that she wouhl appear to Mr. Fayette on a particidar day 
and hour to ait for licr likcucssj and she described very minutely 
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how she would be dressed. They lived at aome diatance from 
Oawego, and had never heard of Mr. Fayette ; but they wrote to 
hia address, and told him that a spirit had promiBcd tlieni to ait 
to him for a. likeness on a specified day and hour, without 
mentiouiiig any purticnlai-fl whatever, and tliey requested him to 
scud them anything he might get at that time. Un the day but 
one after tliis day, Mr. Fayette &ent the drawing which Mrs. 
Feltnn had seen, and which proved to bo an exact and artistically- 
finished likeueaa of Mr. and Mrs. Burgees's chihl, dressed 
freciaely as she had said she would be. It was drawn by Mr. 
'ayette whilst in the trance state, in fatal durkneas., wliich, it is 
said, are the only conditions under which he can produce these 
spirit portraits. I may here, pcrliaps, be permitted to digress 
for a moment from my narrative to consider this question of 
Bpecial conditions, which it is claimed are esHcntial to tlie pro- 
diiction of a certain claaa of spiritual phenomena, hut with which 
the cavilling sceptic invariably quarrels. I hold that it is an 
uuphilosophical state of niindj and one which unfits a man for calm 
and fair investigation, to insist as a preliminary that hie prejudices 
shall be satisfied. In every situation, and in every act of our lives, 
we are more or less dependant on conditions. We can effect, under 
suitable and harmonious arrangements, that which wo .should 
find it impossible to accomplisli under the slightest variation 
from them. The chemist requires his darkened room to produce 
certain results, and the photographer is obliged to have two 
extremes to bring out his picture. How unreasonable, then, is 
it to attempt to iguore, as many do, unmistakable palpable facta 
in Spiritualism J because they are not dune to order. Assuredly, 
the man who allows his prejudices to interpose, who stands 
out on the pride-of-intcllect plane, and refuses to imitate the 
humility of the great Newton in the pursuit of truth, misses a 
golden opportunity, by neglecting Spiritualism, of increasing hia 
knowledge, and, as I believe, hid iiiture happiness. 

At Boston, I met Miss Lox'd, of Portland, Maine^ and as I was 
anxious to realise the wonders exhibited thruugh her medinmship, 
of which I had previously heard, an arrangement was made for 
me to visit her, and accompanied by three gentlemen liolding 
prominent commercial positions in the city, and all interested in 
the subject, we foiined a circle, including the ladies of tlie 
house, of nine persons. Miss Lord is in very delicate health, far 
advanced, I fear, in consiunption, and consequently incapable of 
any great physical exertion. We took our seats around a 
good Biaed table in a small room, the medium being seated 
between one of my friends and myself, and we formed a chain by 
holding each other's hands all round the circle, resting them lightly 
oil tlie surface of the table. On another table, about two or three 
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feet distant from the back of the cliair on which the medium sat, 
tliore had been placed vaTious musical instrmncnts- — a guitarj a 
dulcimer, tambourine, harmonium, a horn (suck as is uaed bj the 
fish BcUers of the city), and tour bells of varioua sizes, and In a coruer 
of the room there stood a very large bass-viol and bow, which I 
was informed had belonged 70 years ago to one Squire f^immons. 
After sitting quietly for a few minutes in a subdued hght, the 
medium became entranced by Black Hawk, an Indian spirit, 
who is the presiding apii'it of tlie band that visit this circle, ana 
his orders spoken through the medium tn broken English^ are 
implicitly obeyed. The hrst request was that we should sing ; 
which the ladies of the party did, and they continued to sing several 
plaintive airs lasting some minutes, viotil we had' become, as I 
sup^msed, luirinoniaed. We were then told to put out the lights, 
which was done, and seated under the conditions I have described 
we were left In totnl darkness. The fii-st manifestation arose fi-om 
tlje unseen agents handliug the guitar, which was whisked about 
with gi'eat celerity over and around our heads, whilst a quick 
negro air was capitally played upon it the whole time the 
instrument was floating about us. I was touched by it on the head 
playfidly several times, aud once it rested on my shoulder, the 
air still coutiuuiug, with the strings so close to my ear that they 
struck me in their vibration. It was then announced that Squire 
Simmons waa present, and tfiat he would perfonn a solo on the 
bas3-viol. Three sharp musician's taps were made by the spirit 
with the bow to call attention, aud we listened in mute astonish- 
ment to hear this large instrument played upon with all the 
harmony and force that could be exercised by any performer in 
tlio flesh. At its conclusion I thauked the Squire for his 
condescension, and he responded by tapping me gently with the 
bow on rov head. I then asked him to shake bauds with me, 
but instead of a hand he gave mo one end of the bow, shaking it, 
and holding the other end with quite as firm a grasp as 1 did. 
Each of the instruments waa played upon by a new performer, 
The bells were all floating about our beads at one time, ringing 
harnmniously in time with the guitar. Black Hawk took the 
tambourine, and asking for " Ilail, Columbia" to be sung, he jingled 
the instrument about in the wildest manner, striking ug with it 
alternately on our heads — then on the table — the back of our 
chau'B — and on the floor with inconceivable rapidity. He then 
gave us an Indian dance, and the dull heavy bmiiping and 
thumping sounds as of feet in mocassins, or Indian slippers, kept 
excelfcnt time. The tambonruie was then placed on my head, 
and he passed his hand over It, by which I could feel its full 
shape aud &iae. He concluded this part of his performance by 
saying " Me do sometiug else for you," and iii an instant the 
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medium seated in her arm chair was lifted with a startling bound 
on to tho centre of the table, chair and all. I assisted in lifting' 
her from her elevated position , and waa surprised at lier dead 
weight, being twice 33 heavy as I should imagine her to be from 
her fragile appearance when in her normal condition. Black 
Hawk blew a shrill and ringing blast on tho horn, quite as loud 
as any human being could do it. He then played on the Iiarmo- 
nic^n, and surprised me by Baying through the horn, " How yoti 
do, Mr, Coleman." I asked the company if it would be agreca,blc 
to have the door opened, as the room felt close and hot, and 
immediately a fan, which I afterwards found had been taken from 
a drawer in the room, waa actively wafted before my face juat as 
if human hatida were using it, and etill more surprising, a goblet of 
water waa placed to my lips to di'ink, and though I gently resisted, 
my head was pushed back, and I was thus forced to take a good 
draught of the coohng beverage. The whole exhibition was a 
most marvelloua and convincing proof of the presence of intelli- 
gent invisible ageucici*, and, apart from all otner considerations, 
the p}-6Cf'sion with which heavy instruments were hurled at times 
about our beads in the dark, touching us lightly and playfidly, 
was in itself proof positive, that spirit eyes guided, and that no 
human being of this world handled them. Every sense biit that 
of sight being satisfied, the stance was quite as satisfactory to 
me as if the manifestations had been made in broad daylight. 

Of another character, though no less curious and woudci'fiil, 
were the manifestations which I witnessed on a aubsequent 
evening at New York with Hhs Kate Fox. I have spoken of 
the casual morning visit which I made to this interesting young 
lady, but I omitted to name that among other messages given to 
me on that occasion was the foUuwing ; '* When you come here 
on Friday evening I will manifest my presence In a light — tokens 
tmmistakable iu lights. — Si'Lvester." I had no idea of tl.e 
meaning of this message, nor could Miss Fok explain it, I only 
knew tliat Friday evening had been fixed by my friend Mr. L. 
for us to sit with her. On that evening we accordingly met; 
our party being limited to Miss Fox and her mother, Mr. L., juid 
myself. We fastened tlie door of the room, and put out tho 
gas. We sat as usual round a table, taking hold uf each otlier's 
hands , the ladies being separated by my friend and niyself. 
After various short messages were given by the rapa, we were 
desired to puil open the slides of the table, which bemg doucj an 
aperture of about a foot In width was made. A request waa 
then rapped out, through the alpliabet, '* Give us a pencil and 
paper." I first handed my pencil case through the aperture of 
the table, which was taken from me by what appeared by the 
touch to be a natiu'ally shaped hand. I then gave n large sized 



plain card, wliich was in Like matincr token from nie ia a quiet 
gcntlf^ manner. We then licard very distiiittly the pencil belu 
iisiul as in writiag rapidly, and in a minute or two the card an 
pencil were hamled back to me. On the identical card I found 
written in a legible hand, though not a fac-similcj '* My dear father, 
naay God blesss you. I am with you, dear father, pass me not, 
for I am by your side. I am with you, and to-uight 1 vn\l 

manifest. — ^Henkt C. D J' Then gi'adually there rose up 

between the opening in the table a half globttfar-shaped Ugkt^ 
about tlie aize of the palm of my hand. It was not like a 
phoaphoreacent light, It wag more like the light of a bnirs-eye 
lautern, spreading an illuminating ray around. It rose three 
times to the surface of the table, and then disajjpeared. A handj 
naturally shamd and about the ordinary size, was tliea placed on 
my head, and eontinued for some little time to pat and careia 
me in the kuidliest and most gentle manner ; it felt very warm. 
almost hot. I put up my band to touch it ; having my pencil 
case between my fingers, the spirit-hand immediatelv took hold 
of the pencil, and held it firmly at one end, whilst with my arm^ 
extended above my head I held the other; in tliis position it 
was swayed about see-saw like, and then abandoned to me. At 
this moment a startling rap, much loudci' than anything of the 
kind I had ever before beard, was made on the. outer surface of 
the table. I asked for this to be repeated three times, and 
accordingly tlu'ec sharp soimding heavy raps were made as if 
done by a large-sized auctioneer's hammer. The rapping sounds 
then spread all about the room, and came sinudtaneously from 
the walls, floor, and celling, and the lights, diminished to the sisso 
of a half-crown piece, played about us, resting alternately on 
various parts of our bodies. 

■^ ily previous experience with Mr, Home had prepared mc 
for all such nianifestatious as I witnessed with Miss Lord and 
Miss Fox, and although extremely curious and differing in 
some important points from his mediumship' — they serve only 
to vary tlie character of the phenomena, but do not transcend 
the marvellous facts which hundreds of our neighbours have 
witnessed at nnmerous stances with Mr. Home, and which 
have been already fully recorded in the Spiritual and Cornhill 
Mat/aztne^, It will probably be said among other objections, that 
even admlttmg the facta, (which many I know wiU not do, whilst 
others will assert that they are too real, being all of the devil) 
when curiosity Is once satisfied and the wonder ceases, there ia 
nothing very elevating iu this class of raanifcstatious. This 
objection, as far as it goes, is certainly a valid one, and if the 
manifestations claiming to be of spiritual origin were indeed 
>ed to the moving of chairs and tables, and of rapping 
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sounds accompanied byonly coffunon-placetnessagea, they certainly 
would not (except for the consequences they involve) be worth 
any more consideration than vre should give to the eiinona tricks 
performed by a Houdin or a Frikclj to which it 13 tisual to 
compare thcin. But who but very perverse people, or those wlio 
know nothing of tlie subject, will say tiiat spiritual mainfestations^ 
so called, are thus limited in their character, and confined to the 
phase of utiintellectual physical phenomena? Who that has 
paid the least attention to the subject docs not see a Avisdom 
in this lifting of titblcs into the air, find of these despised rappiiigs, 
and that thus '* God hath cliDsen the foolish things of thia world 
to confouud the wise." Who does not see that they are ueces- 
sary to arrest in the first instance the contu'mcd sceptic, and 
lead him when other means have failed of doing ao, to enquire 
into the '* why" and the ** wherefore" of these previously denied 
but now demonstrated facts, and that they are thus made stepping- 
stones to higher knowledges, and ultimately to that moat con- 
solator}' of all convictions : — that tlicre is indeed another state of 
existence after the spint leaves the natm-al body, and that in 
that state they Mdio have been dear to us here are not so very 
far removed irom ua, but that they can still watch over, guard 
and direct us during our prolonged pilgrimage on earth. 

We, in England, who are only on the threshold of this enquiry^ 
will probably find when a sufficient number of witnesses havQj 
been secured — as in Amcricaj (where it is said there are hundredsj 
of thousands,} that we shall be indifferent to the striking niaiiiteata-''j 
tions which now excite our wonder, and shall no duubt settle' 
down to study the higher philoaophtesj which this new light will 
have forced upon our previously darkened miuds ; and we shall 
then be prepared to recognise and encourage the higher develop- 
ments of SpirUualism, which will rise up amongst us, as it has 
amongst our transatlantic brethren, wliere numbers of previously 
unlettered men and women, have become writing and traucc, or 
inspi rationally influenced, speakuig mediums; and by a little 
patience, and by abataining from condemning phases of the sub- 
ject, which are not understood and may have much hidden wisdom 
in them, we shall in due time realiiic the true purport and intent 
of these modern mauifestlons, and the ctii bono ao impatiently 
demanded be made plain to us all. 

One of the most interesting writing and seeing mediums 
with whom 1 became acquainted in Xew Yoi-k, is Mrs, fStaata, 
residing at 87, Amity-street. Her quiet earnest niatiuer assures 
you at onc^?. that she is entirely reliable in all she savs and does. 
She requested nie in the first instance to write a number of 
names, including any of iVienils T had * '^ ' '' ^^ 

I accordingly wrote a list of about a dozen 



in the spirit-world, 
names 
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hand, With a pencil, immediately moved towards the paper, and 
quickly daalied under the names of Sylvester, Henry and laabelj 
who as 1 have before said, are the ordy oiics related to me who have 
passed away ; the rest of the names T had written were of those 
still living. She then wrote the name of Harrj', and asked 
me if I recognised it, saying " He h here standing by your 
side. He tella m^e that you have lingering doubts about hta 
treatment during Ins illnesB. You thought the medical mun 
treated him wrong. He 13 your son." I said '* No, he was 
not my son," " Well, he was your wife's, and he knows no 
ditference In you. He is very like you- He passed away about 
four months sinee. He was very fond of drawlug." &c., &c. 
Wbilsl: Mrs. Staats was making these remarks, which were literally 
ctirvect, her hand at the same tinic was writing rajiidly a message 
addressed " My dear father," and signed " Henry." (Jthcr short 
messages followed with euatebes of poetry. Then the following 
wurdd — " We gather, my dear father, wherever you arc, and 
whisper sweet words of consolation and encouragement. You 
will return satisfied to my dear mother, and I will be with you — 
" ' Tapping, gently tapping' on your cheek the wlule 
Your heart will gladden with the smile, 

■ Which Eght up eyes that welcome you, 

When safe at home agalu, 
I will not whisper, ' nevermore,' 
But come as oft in days of yore, 
And from our treasure to you pour 
A stream of love undying. 
" ily style aa you know." 

This was certainly remarkable, aa my step-son had a great 
admiration for the poems of Edgar Poc, and used to imitate his 
style occasionally. 

Mrs. Staats then took another sheet of paper, and said that a 
very beautiful influence from a charming spirit possessed her, 
and wrote—'* Isabel Ls here." Be it remenibcrod I had not 
mGnti<nied any names. The mediura continued to write, whilst 
at the same time she was talking to me, and in a few minutes 
the following meeaage was completed and handed to me : — " I 
have long been watching this opportmiity to write a few words of 
tenderness and love. Dear ones stand waiting to open the door 
to liearts who have long looked through the dim and shadowy 
outlines of the past— to gather, if possible, one bright ray of 
hope— to assure of blessed re-union and comraimion of soul. 
Dear mother — your treasures are safe here, and not so far 
removed but that they can tell their love, and be to you guidiBig 
stars, cheer mg you on and np to this more durable liome where 
angeb become teachers. We help in all those hours of darknesSj 
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aud disclose those new beauties which ai-e in store for the faithful. 
Let Faith be to you liglit in darkness ! Hope will lure you 
onward 1 Charity will deck you in robes of undying beauty, 
and your children be the crown of your declining years, and wait 
to welcome you here^ where peace flows on for ever awect as the 
love of— TSABEr,." 

Mi^. Staats has many viaitors who corae frequently to obtain 
conamunications fi'Om the epirit-world, and I was told of some 
very extraordinaiy infoniiatjon obtained by one gentleman wbom 
I met there» He got an entire list of names of persons to a 
document required to establish the birthright of a lady, whose 
case was recently brought to a aucccssliil issue in the English 
courts of law. Mrs. otaals' hand wrote out directions where 
tliis document of ancient date would be found, and gave the 
fac-similes of the signatures attached to it. I also made the 

acquaintance, at Mrs. Staats', of another gentleman, a Mr. J , 

whose knowledge of SpiritnaliMn was broudit al>out under the 
following interesting circuniatanccs, which I will endeavour to 
relate as nearly aa I can in hia own words, — " 1 marriedj" he 
said, "the daughter of one of the wealthiest men in this city, 
who disapproved of our union, and refused to see his daughter 
afterwards. It was a marriage of the purest aflFcction (m both 
sides. She was a woman of unusual aceomplislnnynts, of great 
strength of mind, and capable of giving sound advice on all 
suhjects. There was, indeed, something like mspi ration in all 
she said and did. A proposal was made to me to go to the 
new settlement of Pikes Peak, in the Koeky Moxmtams, some 
two thousand miles away, which is now mv settled home. I 
hesitated, on account of the long sepai'ation it would necessarily 
entail, though the advantages to be derived were great. I 
discussed the matter with luy wife, and she strongly advised me 
to accept the proposal, which I at length did, though reluctantly, 
for among other difficulties, she was expecting to become a 
mother, and 1 feared the world would think it an unfeeling thing 
to leave lier alone and unprotected at that time. My arrange- 
ments being made, I started on iny journey, accompanied by my 
wife as far as Washington. Before parting, my wife said, 
' Now, love, if we should never meet again on earth, let us try 
to communicate with each other, and let the one who may be 
removed from tliis sphere guide and protect the other.' This 
remark surprised me ; we had never spoken on such a subject 
before, and we neither of ue knew anything of Spiritualism. In 
due time, I arrived at my destination, and found I had taken tlie 
stM> just in time to anticipate others, and to secure the object I 
had in view. <.)n my way, I lost off my finger a plain ring 
which my wife had given nic at our parting. It was found by 
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the conductor of a train by which i had ti-avellcd, and restoi'ed 
to me some w-eeka after; but it was, as you see (showing nie the 
ring), broken. By the next periodical mail, I received this 
letter from my wife, wliich I should like you to read." I did so, 
and it fully corroborated his previous deacriptioii of her affec- 
tionate dispodition and her superior acquirements. " Tsiklng 
up," he continued, " the -lVpw I'ork Herald of two days subseq uent 
date, 1 ivas struck down on seeing the announcement of her 
deatli. She had, aa I afterwards learned, died suddenly on tha 
very day on which this letter was written. I returned as quickly 
4IS I could to Now York, where I have remained since, and 
received my wife's papers and trinkets and this ring (showing it 
to lue), which T gave her at our parting', and which I found, as 
jon see it, broken exactly as mine had been. Recollecting thei 
promise wc had mutually made, I became anxious to test her 
ability to manifest to nie, and meeting a friend who knew 
aomething of Spu'itualiam, be reconun ended me to visit lira. 
Staats, and here Is the first eTidence I ever had of spirit 
intercourse ; sees how remarkably this message agrees with her 
last letter to me. You will not wonder, 1 am sure, that I 
diould become a firm believer in this faith, and that I should 
now never take any serious step without seeking her advice, 
which for six months she has continued to give me from time to 
time. It 18 alwavs exceedingly pertinent, clear and reliable." 
This story which, Irom memory, 1 have but imperfectly quoted, 
will, I trust, prove as intercMting to the reader as it was to me. 

At the St. Nicholas Hotel, wliere I staid, I also became 
Acquainted with a gentleman, who told me he was an old convert 
to a belief in Spiritualism, a Mr. John MeKiniiey, of Lawton, 
Michigan, where he h^lds a State appointment. He said, 
"Spiritualism is recognized by the great majority of those who 
are residents of the Western States. We all know something of It. 
Family circles and mediums are everywhere amongst us. It la 
not a religion with us, but all seeta admit the facts, and we meet 
frequently at each other's houaes, not for the purpose of obtaining 
wonderful manifestations which we have all witnessed in past 
times and no longer need, but to obtain iuformation and in- 
struction from our departed friends and relatives. 1 myself was 
a writing uiedimn for several years ; but latterly the power has 
left iiie. 1 have had some very remarkable predictions made in 
writing through my own hand, and among other things, the 
deaths of Uenry Clay and Daniel Webster were most accurately 
f^iretold, and so far back aa 1855 I was informed that this present 
crisis in our jiolitical history would occur, I have the papers M 
home, ami will look tliem up and send them to you. 1 was told 
tbat a aeparatioD of the States would take place about this period 
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• — that a colKaiou would ensue, though not leading to vciy 
serious consequseoccs — and that our difficulties wotild culminate I ~ 
about tlie year 18G4, when a new couttsderation would be made, 
and the slave question voluntarily settled by the Southernerd 
tbeniBelves arranging tlie terms ou which they would consent to 
its ultimate and final extinction." 

In reply to my question, Mr. McKioney said he had reason 
to place the tullest confidence in all predictions made by the 
spirits through Kis own hand. 

I visited at Boston another test-writing Medium, Mr. J. V. 
Mansfiehl, who has obtained great celebrity from the character of 
the communications made through him. I was to him, as to all 
otliers in Anieric?*, an entire stranger. I took my seat m a small 
ante-room alone : he placed before me a long strip of paper and a 
pencil, and requested me to address any qiiestion I pleased to any 
one with whom I desired to communicate in the spirit-worlu, 
whilst he retired to another room. I did as requestedj and having' 
folded the paper containing the writing, and placed my hand 
upon itj Mr. Mansfield entered the room, and took his scat by 
my side, and putting his left hand lightly on mine, he traced, as 
he said, the affinity between me and the spirit by a principle of 
magnetism, and declared at once that it was the spirit of my eon who 
was about to communicate with me. " I do not gwess," be saidj " I 
know it for a certainty." His hand then wrote out rapidly along 
message, beginning "My dear father^-— and signed " Harry." The 
message itself was not worthy of the source from whence it pur- 
ported to come, but, nevertlielesa, it contained two very euriousi and 
striking allusions. Such as — " Th is was known to you before you l^ 
your home in Sussex-place^EegenfaFark^^^ where! once resided, and 
" You can tell your friend ffowitt, tfcc," and at my request the 
address, adding my Christian name, was appended, none of which 
particulars could the medium by any likelihood have known. 

Trance mediums and inspirational speakers are now very 
numerous in America, and this form of the spiritual development 
has, as I have previously said, taken the place of the earlier 
manifestations, and it seems a most valuable, practical, and highly 
satisfactory result. 

I found crowded audiences assembled to hear discourses 
delivered by young women, who without previous education have 
risen up from the middle and lower ranks of society to become 
teachers ; and whose lectures on Tlieology, Politics, Morals, and 
Science, are delivered with a force and eloquence which would 
compare farijrably with the most popular lay and clerical speakers 
of the present day. 

I heard Mrs. Cora Hatch for instance^ who is a young woman 
of about three or four and twenty, deliver an uddress which 
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purported to be epoken tlirough her by tlie Bpirit of the American 



statesman, JefftTson. I do not stop to inquire or to satiety 



myself whether the speaker was really inBuenced by the particular 
spirit who claimed to be present, 1 only know that I listened 
to a miirvellous piece of oratory delivered extempore in well- 
choaen lauguago without falter or hesitatioUj occupying an hour 
and a quarter, by a young uneducated woman ; ana I am left to 
say whether I can reasonably regard it as the result of a 
natural geniiis and ordinary training, {which I am assured by 
lierself and thooe who know her that it is not) or of some abnormal 
influence, which 1 am told it is, and I confess that I am forced to 
receive the latter aa the true solution of such a phenomenon. 

Miss Emma Hardms, whoua I had also the pleasure of hearing, 
is one of the moat populw lecturers in America, and I think de- 
servedly so, but in her case it, perhaps, cannot be said that she was 
without training or education, and her discourses, I believe, so far 
differ from Mrs. Hatch, that she may be said to be an eloquent 
advocate for the truths of Spiritualism, rather than an inspira- 
tional speaker. Miss Harding is now devoting hersolf to the. 
catablishmeut of a home in Boston foe the fallen of her sex, and 
I was happy to hear that ladies and gentlemen of all denomi- 
nations were assisting her to complete her benevolent task. 

Mrs. Biirbank Felton, of whom I have spoken, is, as I have 
mentioned, a speaking medium, differing in character from either 
of the two ladies to whom 1 have just alluded, inasmuch as she, I 
believe, always speaks in the trance state. I ain told that this 
lady obtains at times some very remarkable manifestations. The 
spirits of friends and relatives take possession of and entrance 
her, and she carries conviction by the accuracy of her delineation 
of voice and manner, I was introduced to Mrs. Felton by Mr, 
C, a gentlemau who holds an official position connected with the 
port of Boston, but as she was indisposed I had not the oppor- 
tunity of testing her juediumship. Mr. C, however, has had 
many proofs of it, and he related to me a very remarkable story 
which, though somewhat lengthy, I venture to think will prove 
interesting to my readers, as it answers a question frequently 
pxit — Why don't these spirits tell us somethJiig useful ? 

On one of his casual visits to Mrs. Felton, a spirit speaking 
through her, introduced himself to Mr. C, and gave his name 
Ezekiel Webster, a well-known American lawyer, and brother to 
the celebrated statesman, Daniel Webster, After some general 
convei*sationj Ezekiel took leave of Mr. C, saying in a courteous 
way that he was happy to have made his acquaintance, and 
added " If you are ever in want of my assistance and advice come 
to nic, and I will give it to you." Some time after this interview 
it so happened that 3Ir. C became involved in a law suit, arising 
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out of the following circumstances. — The firm of J. B- and Co., 
of Boston J discovered n giiaiio island in the Carrihean Sea, and 
sent several vt'ssels there to load. The Venezuelan Go^'ern- 
ment hearing of this, sent an armed ship to take possession, and. 
dj'ovc them away. Hoon after this event a company wafl toruied, 
who leased all the Islands in the Carribean Sea from the 
Govermuentj and J. B. and Co. were invited to take a lease from, 
the company of the island they had already worked, which they 
agreed to do, and gave a surety bond for the due fulfilment of the 
conditions of their lease, and to this bond Mr. C became a party* 
One of the conditions waa that J. B. and Co. should carry away, 
within o given time, 10,000 tons of gnano, and pay five dollars 
per ton royalty. \Vhen J. B. and Co. had obtained about 4,000 
tons, the island was exhausted, and they called upon the company 
either to give thcra another island to work upon or to cancel their 
lease^ which the company refused to do, anci insisted on payment 
for tlie stipulated number of 10,000 tons. The defence waa that 
the company had by Implication guaranteed that J, B. and Ocr. 
could obtain 10,000 tons, and in equity they could not be called 
upon to pay royalty on a greater quantity than they had actually 
carried away, Mr. C. being aiied on hia bond bethought himself 
of Ezekiel vVebster's promise, and determined to seek another 
interview with him, which he obtained by visiting Mrs. Felton. 
*She soon pasaed into the trance state, and assumed the official 
manner and importance of the lawyer. Mr. C. etateJ the case as 
I have given it, upon which the following conversation took 
place: — Wehster, — "Waa the Island uninhabited when J. B. 
and Co, first took posseasion of itV" — "Yesl" — " How far is 
it from the Continent ?"— " 30 miles I*' " My brother Daniel 
is better acquainted with international law than I am, allow 
me to ask hia opinion on one point, and then I will give 
you mine." 

lu a few minutes he returned and continued, " My brother 
says 1 am right j the defence you make is a ftiir one, and ought 
to prevail, unless there is some clause in the lease which cuts it 
ofi", and that I cannot pronounce upon without seeing and 
carefully examining the contents, It is hardly noceaaary, 
however, to do this, as the lease itself is a nidhty, and therefore 
the lessors can neither recover under it for what you did take 
away, nor, of course, for what you did not. They had no title, 
and could not give one. They were, in fact, only undertaking 
to lease to you your own property, from which you had been 
driven by violence. By a law of the United States, any of her 
citizens who may discover guano on an island not occupied, and 
lying without the maritime jurisdiction of any other nation, has 
a right to take possession thereof, and to hold" posses&ion against 
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all subsequent coraera till he has exported all the existing giiano 
upon it. Now, you disco vcred the ishnid in question, and were 
peaceably and legally employed in caiTying the deposit awaj 
until inteiTupted and driven away hy the armed force of Venezuela. 
But they did uot own the island, and therefore had not any riffht 
to interfere with you, nor, of course, any right, after taking 
possession, to lease or to sell it ; nor had the guano company any 
right to convey because their own title was worthlesa. You 
have, therefore, taken away nothing but your own property, and 
the guano coinpany, instead of having u claim on J. B. & Co., 
are bound to repay to J. B. &. Co. whatever sum of money tbey 
have exacted under their lease. " 

Mr. C. then observed — " But it will be said that J. B. & Co. 
waived their rights by accepting the lease." 

Weusteu. — ■" Perhaps so, Tlie answer, however, is, that all 
parties appear to have acted in ignorance of their rights, but 
that Is no reason why the party having rights should be deprived 
of them for tbe benefit of those who bad none." 

Mr. C- showed this opiniou to his own lawyer, who, without 
knowing the source from whence it wa« obtained, said it waa 
excellent and sound law* Mr. C. accordingly acted upon it — 
put tlie company at defiance, and they have not troubled him 
further in the matter, 

I am now about to relate several anccdotea which may be called 
" Curiosities of Spiritual ism." They have been told to nie by 
serious, intelligent, and highly respectable people, and 1 readily 
yield to tliem as Implicit a belief as 1 expect to obtain from those 
who know me when I speak of my own personal experiences; — - 
Ml'. Daniel Farrar, who is at the head oi a leading and wealthy 
commercial tirm iji Boston, gave me a history of liia conversion 
to Spiritualism. He had, he said, given close attention to the subject 
for several years ; a nicraber of the orthodox Church he opposed 
Spiritualism for two years, and at length yjcldod to overwhelming 
evidence of its reality. 

The Kev, Mr. Willis, who was educated at Ilavard University, 
and who is now residing at Coldwater, ilidilgau, ia a medium 
of remarkable power, and was a frequent visitor at Mr. FaiTar's 
house. Invited on one occasion to stay tliere over night, he 
consented, on the condition that Mr. Fanvir would sleep in the 
same room with him, which be did. During the night all aorta 
of disturbances took place, their clothes were strewed about in all 
directions, and in the morning they found almost every article of 
furniture in the room bad been moved out of its place. Mr. 
WUlis had carefully folded up a small nvinJaturo which he usually 
wore attached to a gold chain, and had placed it for safety in his 
wai»teoat pocket. In the morning the chain was missing, after 
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a minute search it could nowhere be found, and Mr. Willis left 

for his home without it. Mr. Farrar nssurod me that on a aubse- 
qnent visit aome weuks after he saw this cliain descend, as it were, 
from the ceiling of the roora in whidi thej were seated, and 
though no visible agent waa present, he saw it placed carefully 
around Mr. Willis's neck, 

A similar occurrence was related to rae recently bj Mr. C.j of 
New (.Means, who is at present reeidcsnt in London, Accom- 
panied bj his wife and a well-known medium, they were walking 
a Ultle way out of the city in a quiet lane, when Mrs, C. exclaimed, 
"My wedding ring has juat been taken from my finger." After a 
search they all saw it trundling along like a hoop in the road 
befjre them. Mr, C. ran after it, picked it up, and restored it 
to his wife, After their airival at home, Mrs, C. again misaed 
her ring, and they were amazed to see it suspended in the air in 
a dist-ant part of a large room out of their reach. It gradually 
approached them, and as Mr, C. held big wife's hand, the ring 
was, without any visible agency, gently deposited on tiie back of 
his hand. 

Mrs. Kenniaon, of Quincey, near Boston, told me tliat after 
the persecuting spirit with which the Rev. Mr. Willis was treated 
by tlie students of Havard College, led o» by Professors Felton 
and Eustis (which is a well-known episode in the history of 
American Spiritualism), he had a long and serious illness, dm-ing 
which time he waa carefully nursed by several ladlca who 
Bympathiaed with him, as well as by the spirits ; and, among other 
very curious manifeatations, when Mrs. Lord, of Boston, and 
another person were sitting in his room in the third story, Mr. 
Willis's bed was suddenly covered with a quantity of real flowc^rs 
which came through the open window, and they were gathered 
up by spirit hands into a bouquet, and presented to hlin. 

Mrs. Staata, of New York, related to me an incident which 
occniTed to her long before she became a medium and knew 
anything of Spiritualism, Bhe said she went on a visit to her 
mother, who resides in a distant part of the country, and took 
with her the daguerreotype likeness of her two brotliers, who had 
but then recently emigrated to Califoniia. On presenting them 
to her mother, slie was greatly surprised and mortified to find 
that both portraits were obliterated, and on the following morn- 
ing, on looking again, she was equally puzzled and delighted at 
ieeing them restored. 

This remained a mystery to her, until one day after she had 
become a writing raedlumj she got messages through her own 
hand from her brothers, who were di'owned by the wreck of the 
vessel in which they sailed, explaining that their bodies were 
interred on the day she was showing the portraits to her motherj 





antl that thoir spirits stood In the way, and abadowed the plates 
80 as to make theiu appear blank. 

Mrs, Lewis, the wife of a merchant in Boston, who takes an 
active interest in the spread of Spirittialisni, gave me the liiatory 
of her first experience, Oue evening, Mr. Lewis, her sister 
Mary, herself, aad aome friends, none of whom knew anything 
of Spiritualism, were engaged in playing cards, when suddenly 
Mary started up from the table, walked about the room in an 
excited and very unusual way, and declared she was Esther — a 
Bister residing with her husband in Cahfornia. Scatteriug the 
cards, she assumed the very manner and voice of her sister 
Esther, and announced to them that she had just left the body 
and had entered the spirit-world. 

The whole party were greatly disturbed by this unlooked-for 
exhibition, and thought that Mary must have become insane. 
They found, however, that she was in what they afterwards 
knew to be tlie trance state, and that the spirit of Esther was 
speaking tlirough her ; during which ahe gave exact particulars 
of her illness and death, which wee suOsequently confirmed 
by the receipt of letters from Esther's husband 8orae weeks 
afterwards. 

I am now about to introduce a story, to which I ask the reader's 
especial attention, as it is fraught with incidcnta by far the moat 
wonderful of the kind I have ever seen or heard of, and although 
I am not permitted to publish the narrator's name, it will be found 
in tlie aequel that I am able to corroborate the statements made 
to mo in the most satisfactory manner, and indeed, in a way little 
short of my uwn personal testimony, 

1 must, in the first instance, introduce the English reader to 
the name of Dr. John F. Gray. He is a gentleman enjoying a 
prominent position iu society, a scholar, highly respected by the 
com m unity in which he resides, and though he haa been an un- 
flinching and open advocate of Spiritualism for several years, he 
has, I am told, the largest practice of any physician in New York. 

Weekly conferences are held in New York and Boston, which 
are attended by many of the leading Bpiritualista in those cities. 
Questions are proposed and discussed, and all the best information 
pertalningtf) thespreadof Hpiritnalismisiuiparted at these raeetiugs, 
1 attended one ot them, lield at Clinton Hall, New York, and Dr. 
Gray read on that occasion the following highly interesting and 
very extraordinary account of manifestations of a wife to her 
husband, through the mediumsbip of Miss Kate Fox, being 
a continuation of similar experiences witnessed on previous 
evenings by a gentleman, who is a personal and intimate friend 
of Dr, Gray's. After some remarks on the precautions taken to 
asauro himself against the poeaibllity of deception from any 
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quarter, Dr, Gray's friend proceeds ttua to describe a sSanre r — 
" The lights being extinguished, footsteps were beard an of 
persona walking in tliplr stocking-feet, accompanied bj the 
rUBtling sound of a silk dress. It was then rapped ont by tlie 
alphabet — ^ My dear, I am here in form ; do not spcnk.' A 
globular light rose up from the floor behind mc, and as It beeame 
brighter, a face, sunnounted by a crown, was distinctly seen by 
the medium and mjaelf. Next, the head appeared, as if covered 
■with a white veil : this waa withdrawn after the figure had risen 
Bome tcet higher, and I reoagm'sed immistakeahb/ the ftdl head 
and fam of tmj w'tfe.^ surrounded by a semi-circle of light about 
18 inches in diameter. The recognition was complete, derived 
alike froiti the features and her natural expression. The globe of 
light was then raised, and a female hand held before it was 
distinctly visible. Each of these manifestations was repeated 
several times, as if to leave no donbt in our minds. Now the 
figure, coming lower down and turning its head, displayed 
falling over the globe of light, lovg fioming limr^ which even iu 
its shade of colour, appeared like the natural tresses of my wife, 
and like hers was unusually luxuriant. This whole mass of hair 
was whisked in our faces many times, conveying the same sensa- 
tions aa if it had been actualhf human natural hair, Thta also was 
fi-equently repeated, and tlie hair shown to ua in a variety of ways. 
The light and the rustling sound then passed round the table 
fl.nd approached me, and what seemed to the touch a skirt of 
mnslin was thrown over my head, and a hand was felt as if 
holding it there. A whisper was now heard, and the words, ' Sing, 
sing,' were audibly pronounced. I hummed an air, and asked — 
* Do you like that?' ' Yes, yea,' wa^ plainly spoken in a 
whisper, and in both cases I recognised distinctly the voice of 
my wife, to which I had become sensitively familiarised during 
her last illness, when abe had become too weak to talk aloud. 
An arm was passed round my neck, and 1 asked her to kiss me. 
The light immediately approached me, and a form like a face 
touched me sensibly twice on the left aide of my mouth. Ahead 
then reclined on mine, the long hair falling over my face and 
flboulder, and remained there until the heat became unbearable. A 
bright light then appeared, find disclosed a figure with the arm 
raised over its head. I asked for an explanation of the nature 
of the drapery, and it was answered by the raps : — ' It la a 
spiritual garment naturalised. 1 wiU bring yon thtj key.' Foot- 
steps and the rustling indicated a movement towards the door, 
and the sofa which was against the key was removed, the key 
turned in the lockj and was then placed in my outstretched hand. 
'* The manner of making the raps was also shown by another 
ftpirit, thus:— a luuiiuous ball about the siKe of my hand, witli a 
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bhiTit point attached to It, abont three inches above the table, 
answered our qiicstiona by striking against it," &c., &.C. 

At another fitting a tew days after, the same precautious and 
coTnlitiona being obsevvcd, the following phpnomeiia were wit- 
nessed : — 

" The table was lifted from the floor, the door riolently 
shaken, the window-sash raised and shut several times, and in 
factj everything moveable in the room seemed in motion. 

" Questions were replied to by !oud knocks on tlie door, on 
the window, ceiling, table, everywhere j all being the work of 
several powerful spirits, who WTre present, and whoso presenee 
wag necessary, as it was aftcrwai-ds explained, to support or induec 
the manifestations of a more beautiftd and interessting character. 

*' ;Vn illuminated substance like gauze rose from tlie floot 
behind us, accompanied by a Iicavy rustling sound like a silk 
dreaa. The previously described electrical rattle became very 
loud and vigorous. The figure of a female passed round the 
tftblci and, approaching us, touched me. The gauzy substance was 
shaped as though covering a human head, and seemed as if drawn 
down tight at the neck. Upon close examination as it approached 
near me a second time it clianged its form, and now seemed in 
folds over a raelon-ahapcd oblong, concave on one side, and in this 
cavity there appeared an intensified brilliant light. By raps I 
was requested to look beyond the light. I looked as directed, 
and saw the appearance of a human eye. Again receding with 
tho rattle, the light became still brighter, and then re-approachingj 
t!ie gauze w^liich had changed in form was grasped by a naturally- 
formed female hand, and unfolding, revealed to me, with a tlirill 
of Indescribable happiness, the upper half of (he face of my itnfej 
the eyes, forehead, and expression in perfection. The moment 
the emotion of recognition had passed into my raind it wa» 
acknowledged by a succession of quick raps. The figure disap- 
peared and re-appeared several times, tho recognition becoming 
each time more nearly perfect, with an expression of calm and 
beautiful aerenity, I asked her to kiss me If she could, and, to my 
great afltonlshment and delight, an ann was placed around my 
neck, and a real palpable kias was implanted on my lips, thvough 
something like fine muslin. A head -was laid upon mine, the 
hair falling luxuriantly down ray face. The kiss was fretiuently 
repeated, and was audible in every part of the room. The 
light then moved to a point about midway between us and 
the wall, which was. ihstant about ten feet. The rattling increased 
in vigour, and the light, gradually illuminating that side of the 
room, brought out in perfection an entire female figure fiicing 
tho wftU, and holding the light In her outstretched bftnd, shaking 
it at Intervals, as the light grew dim. My name and her name 
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At laat, it was Aalten witli aaoHirr ihaip ntde, and shining 
hrigbttj^ revealed again the fall head aad &oe of mj wii^^ every 
^ture in perfectiofi, bat sptrttaaEsed in AaAomy beauty sndi 
sa no ijoaginatitm can conceive, or pen describe. In iier hair, 
jttst above the left teoiple^ was a stogie white rose, the hair being 
amnged with great care. The next appearance, af^er a brieCj 
interval, revealed the same &oe, with a pink rose tnMead of ai 
white one. Tbe whole head and face were shown to ns, at least 
twenty times during tbe sitting, and each time was recognized 
by me, the j)erfection of the recognitioD being in proportion to the 
brilliancy of the light. During the whole of these manifestationSf 
vAtih of a large size, provided by myself, were placed on the 
floor with a pencil, and Jong me^agea were foond to have been 
written upon them." Ac, &.c. 

Dr. Gray, in conclusion, said — " These manifestations could 
not have been produced by hunian ine^nBj and if you admit the 
competency of the witneaa, of which, from my knowledge of him, 
I hiive no doubt, they are, in my opinion, conclusive evidence of 
ppirlt identity," Several persons in the assembly rose to ask 
qutiHtiurin rjf JL>r. Gray, respecting this very startling narrative ; 
ami itrifl gontleaian said he really could not, though a believer In 
Hpiritnalism, receive such atatements without great misgivings of 
dehinion boing mixed up with them. " Now, he said, " I put it 
to you, Ur, (Jray— Do you believe that such things can atid did 
oceurV ' 1 >r» Gray rcplit'^d, very calmly, " Y ea, my friend; I believe 
an irn] (licit ly, every word of these narratives, as I do in my own 
CKirth'iH'o," 1 tlu'U made fltome remarks, observing *' that, won- 
derful riH tlic idienomcna witnessed by Dr. Gray's friend must be 
adintttiMl to oe, 1 wa» prepan^d, from my own experiences, to 
roccivo them on fjiir tes^liniouy. The only thing to be regretted 
wan, tliat nuiuitiwtatiouH m nuirvollous should have been witnessed 
by nnlv otio portion bt^aide the medium, and that that ooe should. 
wllldiold hirt uamo from tho worhl.'" t*tc., &c. J 
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I have had oceaaion to remark^ when writing^ on this flubject 
before, that no one qan have any idea of the iiinnber of persona 
who have more or less knowledge of spiritual facts, until he shall 
have openly proclaimed his owTi belief in them, as I have done. 
The confidence of finding sympathy and respect for an extra- 
ordinary statement, instead of sneers and derision, brings out 
men and women from all ranks of society, among whom are 
many we ehonld least expect to be bo '*weak," or ho " deluded ;" 
and who have each to tell of some myaterious occurrence, or well- 
attested ghost-story. To the rcadinefls, thcx^fore, with which I 
ever received testimony from serious people, I owe the advantage 
of having collected many curious facts, which men of more 
sceptical tendeneica could never obtain ; find it is to the few remarks 
I made on Dr, Gray''s paper, that 1 have now the advantage 
of introducing the mregoing narrative to my readersj and more 
of the same character which follows, which 1 do with as much 
confidence aa if I had myself witnessed the wonderful phenomena 
therein spoken of. At the cloae of the meeting, a serious and gentle- 
manly person, of about five-aiid-thirty, dressed in deep mourning, 
who had been seated at m^y side, presented his card, and said he 
should be glad to make my acquaintance. " I am," he said, 
*' the fi*iend of Dr. Gray, and it is I to whom these manifestations 
have occuiTed. You appear to understand the subject, and I 
shall be glad to satisfy you of the facts. I knew nothing 
whatever of Spiritualism eight weeks ago, and had been, up to 
that time, most disconsolate. Dr. Gray is an old friend. He 
attended my wife during her illness, and it was at his request 
that I called on Miss Fox. The result has been a complete and 
most happy change in the state of my feelings. No one could 
be more sceptical than I was. With the exception of my slater 
and Miss E., who resides with us, I do not speak to any one on 
the subject, knowing that none of my friends are prepared to 
receive such statements, and that I should be, in all probability, 
treated by them as I should previously have treated othcra, 
that my experiences would be set down to delusion, or aberration 
of intellect; and situated as 1 am m business, I am not disposed 
to risk, at present, the coa9e(][uences of publishing my name to 
the world." 

All this I could of course appreciate, although, it is cer- 
tainly much to be regretted that such marvellous and deeply inte- 
resting facts should not have the advantage of being at once 
openly attested by the witness of them | who, in this instance, 
rould be a most vahiable one, as this gentleman is the head of a 
lighlv respectable commercial firm in the city of New York, 
who IS well known to, and in correspondence with, the American 
banking-house of JIos.srs, Pi:ahody and Co,, of London, llow- 
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ever, I am bound to respect liia wishea in this particular, and my 
readers must tliert'fore, for the present, be content to know h'lm 
I by the mitial L., and lila wife by the Chrbtian name of Estelle, 
I have given to my friends, Mr. and Stra. llowittj Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilkinson, Dr, Aali burner, anil others, most ample evidence that 
this i» not a tale of fiction, and I shall not object to show to any 
serioaa inqnirer the evidence In my posseaaion. With Mr. L. 1 
became better acquainted. He invited uie to liia residence, where 
I saw two very fine portraits of hts wife, painted in Europe, and she 
appears to have been a very lovely young woman. Mr. L. also read 
to me the diary he had kept of the evenings he Iiiid epeut with 
Miss Fox, whii-h contained some curious particulai-a not men- 
tioned iu lh\ Gray's paper, and I was especially interested with, 
the numerous cards in liis posaesslon, on which were written long 
notes addressed to him in the moat loving and natural terms of 
endearment, and which s,reJhc-si'/Hiles, a& shown mc by comparison 
with his wife's own hand-wi-iting' : some of the cards are written 
upon on both sides, and it must be utiderstood that the writing 

Iwa9 obtained by the card and poucll being laid upon the floor, 
and came direct from the spirit-hanJ^ and not through the incdiimij 
or any other human agency. One of these cards is in m;^ 
possession, and I have had it lithograjdied for this publication. 
I have exact copies of several others, and as it will, no doubt, 
interest the reader to know the style of composition of these 
" loving-letters," I give the foHowu^g as a Bpecimen, and it is 
one of the shortest: — " My darling — littie did I think when I 
w(« departing that I should have a blessing like this. Had I 
tken the knowledge that I have now, the grave would have lost 
its gloom. There is no separation — no death! and what is so 
beautiful to nie is, the fact of angels being the watchers of their 
loved on earth. My darling, I look forward with joy to the time 
when I shaH be permitted to raise the veil which douda your 
vision, and talk uyith you face to face. The time is near ; be 
happy ; meet me to-morrow night, and be free from fatigue. 
Grod bless yon ; love to my father ; when can 1 meet him *? — 
Yours in heaven. — Estklle." 

On the day before I left New York I received tiie following 
letter from L. :— 

" My dear Sir, — 1 enclose herewith two cards, facsimiles, as 
nearly as I can write tbera, of those you have seen. The 
division of words and sentences and the uoderscoiing is precisely 
the same as in the original. They were written for me by 
spirit-handa in tha presence of Miss Fox. I have bad aw many 
as six of these cards written upon both sides at one sitting, and 
moat of my communications have been written in this way. 

" My first experience was in February last. I have never 
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sat with any raedium except Miss Catherine Fox, and up to the 
time 1 first saw her I waa not only a thorough sceptic, but had 
taken no interest in the aubject. The acconnts of the extraor- 
dinary mauifestntions pubUshed by Dr. Gray were written by me 
at his request, in order to avoid any exaggerations which might 
creep into a verbal narrative. You may rely upon the facts as 
beiuj;^ exact in every pai-ticular, the Baine having been witnessed 
by Hias Fox; both of U3 being in a normal condition. Each 
inauifestatioii was promised by the spirits, and the time appointed 
beforehand in their own hanuwi-iting on cards. You are quite at 
liberty to state the facts related by me to you, but for reasons 
whicli you understand 1 beg you will withhold my name. Wishing 
ynn a pleasant voyage and safe return to your friends. — I am, &c, 
'* B. Coleman, Esq." "L. 



Previous to my leaving New York I made a special viBlt to 
Miss Fox to inquire fi'om her as to the facts and character of 
these manifestations. She fully corroborated all Mr L. had told 
me ; and said that, with one exception, these appearances far 
transcended anything of the kind ahe had ever witnessed through 
her own or any other mediumahip. She appeared aa much surprised 
at the results as JMn L., and was, she said, much more nervous 
when witnessing them. Whilst at Boston T received another lottej" 
from Mr, L., from which I make the following extracts : — 

"April 30, 1861. — I enclose herewith afic-simile of another 
remarkable card, written for me last night, which I have no 
doubt you will be glad to have. I called at the St. Kicholas a 
few minutes after you had left, and regret that I missed seeing 
yon, ad I should have liked to have shown you the original. It 
18 so near an approach to perfection in its execution — not a word 
misplaced, &c. Another card was written at the same time, 

Kurporting to come from Dr, Hull, a valued friend of mine, and 
rother-in-law of Dr. Gray. Thus far every promise has been 
literally fulfilled. One only has not been as perfectly accomplished 
aa I expected, namelyj that of conversing in faratliar tones on the 

rirt of my wife. If any further remarkable development occurs, 
shall aeud an account of it to you," &c. 
The card enclosed was neatly written on both sides, and in 
the following terms t — " My darluig— We have much to contend 
with, but we muat bo patient and anide God's time, which will, I 
know, be soon. When there ia anxiety in your mind, it is 
ahnost impossible to come near yon, and therefore 1 pray be not 
toa wishfid or too anxious. I have been with you to-day, and 
tiic past was vividly recalled when returning home to the room 
where 1 had passed so many happy hours. Even my laat 
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momenta were made precious, a pcaco surpassing all earthly 
power entered my soul while I waited for the bridegroom to 
come, (jrod bleas you, darling- ; bless you when you rise in the 
moniingj and bless you when you re«t at night. Thine shall be 
a happy future. Flowers are blooming in heaven fur uie, and i 
am with the pure and holy. Live a pure lii'e.— Estelle. 
When can I meet my dear father? Love to him, — EsrELLE." 

I can imagine nothing more real than ihc earnest, affection- 
ate tone of these letters ; tlie anxious deairo to be remembered by 
her father, to whom, 1 was told, she was especially attached, is a 
pecuhar feature of theae comnmnications. Believing that I t-an- 
not relate anything which will interest the reader more than Mr. 
L.'rt experience3, though I have yet in store sometliing of A 
different charaeter quite aa marvellouSj witnessed by myself, I 
sliall continue the narrative, and give the reader the iuformatton 
which ha^ reached me since my return to England in letters I 
have received from Mr- L., and which, as will be seen, contain 
an account of further moat astounding manifestations, and pre- 
sents some suggestions which will, no doubt, interest the scientific 
Btudent of spiritual philoaophy. 

"New York, May 20, 186L 

" My dear Sir — In compliance with yonr request to be informed 
of any further experience which I might have, I beg to say that 
it has continued with such interesting and varied developments, 
that it ia impossible for me, at this time to enter into aoythiug 
like detiiil. We liave now arrived at that point where cards are 
writteB, with the date prefixed. The first of this kind, headed 
*Jt'Viday, May 3rd, 1861, was most carefully and correctly written, 
and the identity of my wife's handwriting proved conclusively by 
minute comparison. You have seen the cards of an earlier date, 
and hence it is unnecessary for me to speak further of them, except 
to say that the spirit, style, and handwriting are positiv^e proofs 
to ray mind of the identity of the writer, if the other more convinc- 
ing proofs stillj vvliich I have had^ were left entirely out of the 
fpKtstion, 

" A portion of one of my last was as follows : — * We have in 
preparation for you, greater manifestations, greater dcvelopmenta 
thaw you have yet witnessed ; do not forbear to give them to the 
world. You must benefit others by your experience.' I was 
requested, soon after you left, to prounre drawing paper and ma- 
terial for ' a picture. Three sheets of paper, about two feet 
square, and three large crayous were brought and placed upon 
the table in front of Miss Fox and myself. Each sheet was pri- 
vately marked by me, the room carefully closed, and all made 
BCcuro» The light being turned down, a selection waa made by 
the spirits of one of the sheets of paper j the other two were 
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handod to me witli the ftlgoal ttat tliey stould be laid aside, 
TIic cravens were asked for, and handed to the spirit a by me. For, 
perhaps, haif an hour, we heard them as though being used in 
drawing. At the end of that timej they were again handed me, 
and the paper commenced floating about the room, occasionally 
touching our heads. Garda were called for, and written upon as 
usual. The two crayons were also again called for, and taken 
from ray hand. A light was now struck, and upon looking for 
the picture, neither it nor the two large cravfona could be found. 
Upon reading the cai'da, they explained as follows : — ' We have 
concealed the picture and crayons In the atmosphere of the 
medium,' Notwithstanding the most careful search, 1 could 
not find cither paper or pencils. 

" Two evenings afterwards I went to Miss Fox^ and that there 
should be no mistake, I at once suggested going into another room 
upstairs. I then locked the door, carefully examined every nook 
and corner, and Miss Fox's pockets as well, and am positive 
that neither the paper nor pencils were in the room. Upon sitting 
down and turning out the light, a pair of scissors was called for, 
and placed by me upon the table. In about fifteen minutes a 
spirit-form stood by me, tapping me lovingly upon the shoulder. 
The two crayons were dr&ppid one hy one on the table Jrom over iny 
head, and the rattling of the paper indicated that it also wtfs in the 
spirtt^s hand. The scissors were now takeuj and rapped out a 
communication by my side upon the table, and commenced cutting 
vigorously the thick drawing paper, replying to my questions 
•when asked, and going on again immediately, cutting as before. 
Nearly balf-an-hour waa tlius employed, when the fragments were 
dropped upon our heads and hands, and at last the picture was 
placed in my band. 

" Upon getting a light, we discerned a very pretty sketch of a 
spirit, with the veil and rose in the hair, precisely similar to the 
appearance as described to you of my wife. This was about five 
inches square. The remainder of the paper waa cut into 
grotesque shapes and forma very ingeniously done, many small 
hearts, &c., &c., which 1 have retained to show to any of my 
friends. I have since had a beautiful large picture done in colours, 
representing the removal of my wife's spirit from the earth, 
supported by angola, with othei-a above strewing flowers in their 
patn. I shall probably write you again, but please not to mention 
my name, aa I am not yet ready for publicity. 

Very tndy yours, 
B. Coleman, Esq., London. L." 
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« New York, June 24tb, 1861. 

" My dear Sir, — I beg to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed 
favour of 4th mstant, and aliall at all times be happy to hear 
from you, 

" The very short time, during which my inveatigationa in 
spiritual phenomena Lave been made do oot, perhaps, permit me 
to speak authoritatively^ yet the deveJopraents nave uccn to mcso 
wonderful J that I should feel recreant to my sense of duty were 
1 to hide them under a bushel, 

" You are, no doubt, correct in saying that anonymoiu 
statements carry less weight than when attested by a respectable 
signature. In my casej however, the credibility of the witness can 
be proved, first by your own testimony, aa well aiS again by tliat 
of Dr. Gray, to whom I am well and iHtimately koown. And 
here permit me to say, that I regard Dr, Gray's opinions on 
spiritual science as entitled to. perhaps greater weight than those 
of almost any prominent Spiritualist in this country. He has an 
eminently CO 1 rip reh en SI ve and practical mind, with great analytical 
power, and is not likely to be undnly influenced by Imaginative 
minda. He is strongly opposed to what he confilders the too 
great preTailing confidence in spiritual identities. Dr. Gray fully 
understands the practical nature of my investigation. How I 
iave receded step by step, from a state of thorough sceptiiL-ismj 
and therefore he attaches ImportaDce to facts so important^ which 
he knows are free from exaggeration. My earnest desire was, 
above all, not to be deceived myself, and now that my faith is 
impregnablcj I wish to keep it pure by a strict adherence to positive 
truth. From the first 1 have kept a record, including the states 
of the atmosphere, directiou of the wind, &c. My experiences 
and obseiTatioiis prove that the electric conditions, botli of the 
atmosphere and of the persons receiving inanlfeatatlons, are, if 
possible, more Important and subtle than mental conditions. I 
find that a perfect manifestation can only be received under a 
combination of favourable conditions — mental, physical, and 
atmospheric, A iiortli wind and clear sky are both desirable, but 
the gi'catest electric phenomena (of lights) witnessed by me was 
during a snow storm, when the atmosphere bail become highly 
electrical by the action of the falling particles of moisture suddenly 
congealed by an extraordinary change of temperature to intense 
cold. Our atmosphere, you are aware, is ordinarily dry, while 
yours is surcharged with moisture ; aud I am satisfied it would 
for that reaaou be dltficuU, if not impossible, to obtain as perfect 
maiiifcstationB In Londou aa In New York. .'\s Miss Fox says, 
she hfia never received sut^h powerful ones with any other person 
it would, perhaps, he proper for me to state that my condition has 
always been highly electrical. The combing of my hair elicits 
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electrical sparks in profusion in dry weather,* mid I find no 
difficulty in lighting gfis, by applying tlie end of my iiuger to the 
burner^ after liaving excitod tlie electricity in my system by 
friction of my feet upon the carpet. This, however, la a not an 
uncommon occurrence bere, altnougb I liave repeatedly tried it 
in England without aucccss. I give you tbcae facts, because I 
think it important to look itt all the means, by which spirits ai*e 
probaldy enabled to produce their wonderful phenomena withont 
transcending the laws of nature. 

'* You ask if I believe all the manifestations are from one spirit. 
Most certainly not— for it has bccu repeatedly explained, aud I 
think proved, that tbe spint made itself visible to me through 
the powerful aid of other spiritji. The startling nuiscs, I believe^ 
were made by others for the purpose of exciting the nervous 
Bystemj aud throwing off from the body of tbo medium and 
myself the electric ffuid, which is tlien seized upon and made 
available by the will of the active spirit. This is taj theory 
gathered entirely from observation. 

" On the occasion of the first appearance, I was told that the 
spirit of Benjamin Franklin had aided in producing the electrical 
phenomena by njeans of which tbe spirit was made visible. From 
that time he has invariably annoimced himself. His identity it 
has been impossible for mc to prove, except upon his own 
affirmation contirmed by that of my wife. But her identity has 
been eatabliBhed beyond the shadow of a doubt. First, by her 
appearance j second, by her handwriting, and third, by her mental 
indlvlduahty, to say nothing of the numerous other tests, which 
are conclusive in ordinary cases, but upon none of which have 1 
relied, except aa corroborative evidence. 

" The weatlier has of late been so warm and unfavourable, 
that no turthcr efforts have been made at crayon drawings, beyond 
perfecting the one which I named to you. It is a representation 
of the departure from earth of the spirit of my wife, borne ujxm 
the shoulders of four angels, while others above are scattering 
garlands of flovx'ors. I send you enclosed memorandum of an 



* A Bimlkr statement is made by tha Iter. C, II. Townsheiid, iu Ida Ihtij m\ 
Metmerism ; the piissage appears lo us ii mteresting and siiggestivo in tliifi con- 1 
nexmn that we here transcribe it, [AVl,] 

He aays :— '^ 1 am of an elootrio tuiiipemiiieiit, eo much so, that long a.gn, wlieii 
s child, 1 used to amtiLze and even alarm my y<Hing conii»ankms by c[Hiil}iiig my 
liair before them in tbe dark and eshibiting tu tlieni the cltetric? coiuseations. 
Of course, ako, this pheDomenon lakes piticc znost remarkubly in a. dry, am], 
therefore, noii-condiicting atmosplif re. Now between this cli'Cti'ical eudowuioni 
SiQd wbfttever mesmtiric proportiea I mny poaBcss, iLere is a perfect relatiotiship 
and parjiUiilbni. Whiitevcr slate of the atmosphere tends to carry off elMtrlcity 
from the body binders iu so far my cajnicity of luL'sintrisiii^ ; aud wJiatuver atatfl of 
the attnosphcre tends to accumulate iiiwl iurtulatetltuti-Jcity in ihe body, nrnmotca 

tfcatly the power and facility witti which 1 intlucuce (jtliere inosmiTie.allv." 
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evening', when drawing P^P^^*) crayons, &c. disrippcarcd aruJ 
re-appeaiTtl In face of a most scrutinising search. I'ka facts are 
beyond any quest wn ; and t!ie cxplnnatiou given \)j the spiiitSj is 
aa follows : — ' Tiie paper, &c. waa concealed in the atmosphere 
of the medium, dissolved in the asr, and spiritualised by being in 
our presence?..' The appearance of iny wife has taken place 
several times since yovL left, and I am now promised the appear- 
ance of another person; an ac^^ount of which, should it take- 
place as promised, I will send yon. But it is not likely to occur 
until the fall, as during the very hot weather, Hiss Fox will lie 
absent from the city, as well as nayeelf, and the manifestations 
are not as suceessftd in such a temperature. Bhe and her iiiotitcr, 
after considerable deliberation, concluded not to imdcrtake tJio 
journey to England, and have given it up, at all events for the 
present. I have had many wonderiiil experiences since seeing* 
you, but nothing particularly new. It ia not unconnuon now for 
the spirit of ray wife to come in form, and spell out messages 
upon ray shoulder, with repeated kisses and tokens of love so 
palpable that I could not if I would avoid realising her presence. 
The writing continues and has become as perfect as her hand- 
writing in life. I enclose a card, as requested by you. I do not 
wish to part with it, and shall, therefore, feci obliged if you will 
return it after keeping it as long as you wish. It may be difljfult^ 
for me to sciul you a specimen of her handwriting, as most of ht 
notes and letters contain private matter, which 1 would not wisir 
to have made public. I vtTll, however, before closing this search 
for something, which can he sent without violating (what I 
consider sacred) her private thoughts and feelings. I send this 
card because it ia a test. I had been that day at Greenwood 

Cemetery with my sister and Mtss E ^ and wliile looking at 

some flowera planted upon mv wife's grave my attention waa 

called by Miss E to some little birds wliich fiew across (after 

stopping an instant) to an adjoining copse of trees. I thought 
no more of the birds until they were nieutioned as you will notice 
in the card. I have alrfo hitely received several cards written in 
French. My wife waa an e.KCcllcnt French scholar and both 
wrote and spoke the language, while W\m Fox docs neither. 
Should I have further drawings in the Autumn, 1 shall be very 
glad to scj)d you a specimen ; but you are of course awai'c that 
they are not done vnth the same care and facility as those of 
Mrs, French, whicli seem almost like photography." 

" Ji0te 25^A,— I had written tints far, not snppoaing I sJjould 
have any new manifestations of interest during the warm weather, 
hut last night the wind having suddenly changed to the nortli- 
west with an unusually clear, cool and pure .'iir, I went to see 
Miss Fox, and received the moat wonderful man i feet atiou it has 
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ever been mj lot to wItncaR, My wife appeared to us in such 
glittwLng transcendent beauty a.nf3 pciftction, as no human mind 
can conceive of; and f have been complL'tely overpowered and 
overwhchncd at the recollection of that glimpse of lieaven. Do 
lot, I beg of youj tbluk me a demented euthustast — for such I 
' am not. Mise Fox ia in raptures at what she conceives to have 
been thti moat stupendous and wondei-ful of ajij-thtag she baa 
ever droamed or thought of. 

" 1 was retiuestetl to write a aenea of questions upon a cru'd^ 
liuuibering eadi. Thj^ I did^ keeping them CDtirely private. 
Ko living ptirson but myself knew what theeo queatiouB were, 
and I did not take them from niy pocket until the h'ght was 
turaed out. Yet tlio blank card waa returned with every 
question answered perfectly, with numbers con-esponduig. 
.Benjamin Franklin purports to have answered them ; and on 
^another card gave Jiie a brief account of his life and pm-poBes, 
written in his pccidiar style, terse and expreaajve, 

" 1 ah all from time to time write you of any fiirther develop- 
ments. I expect them. I feel great confidence that I shall not 
be difiappointed, aa my spiritual promises have all been kept. I 
will make enquiries respecting spiritual telegraphy soon. I have 
roceived but three back numbers of the Magazine. You will 
excuse the hasty imperfect style of ray communicationa, aa tliey 
are necessarily written without care, from my want of time. 
" With kuid regards, I am sincerely youra, 

" L." 

The card enclosed in this letter is three inchoa long, and two 

LDchea wide, containing, on one side 07j(v, the following interesting 

lesaage, written in a very neat small hand, and exactly like the 

latural handwriting of which a specimen for compariaou was also 

sent by Mr. L.: — 

" Heaven bless you, my dear Charley. In all your earthly 
ralka I glide by your side. Dear Charley, did you not notice aa 
'yon were standing over the grave that now holds the remains of 
one you knew fio well, that even the little birds seemed conscious 
©f tho event*? They seemed to Hy so noiselessly, winging their way 
to less sacred groves. Oh 1 how I tried to awaken you then from 
your musings and transport you from the past to the present. 
Oh I dear Charley, it gives me eo much happinesB to talk with 
yon, to write to you, to manifest to you in every way. You are 
in no dream, dear Charley, Let no dream of unbelief enter your 
heart. 

'' Anguish may drown the swelling hymn, may check the 
voice of love, but faith shall burn more brightly. 

" But now, dear Charley, I must go. The harps of heaven 
The invisible choirft have commenced the 
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bave already souudctL 



36 

song * HalleUijali * to oui- Father and our King ! There is rejoicsng- 
in our angelic hosts, rejoicing' in the happy choir, for a new scrap Li 
hag joined our glittering files. Good night. — Estelle." 

" June 13iA, 1861. — The object of this meeting was to finish a 
picture, previously commenced upon a sheet of urawing pnper, 
about two feet square. This was unrolled and spread upon tlio 
table, placing a book upon one corner, and a bos, containing 
twentj-four coloured crayons upon tlie other. The door of the 
room had been locked, and the key placed in my pocicet, and 
both of the niediuirfs hands were held in mine. Soon, the box 
of crayons was rubbed against my hands, various lond raps, &c,j 
were made upon the table, during which the paper was noiselessly 
taken from its position. Cards were called for, and a written 
explanation returned as follows : — " My darling, I have taken the 
picture to perfect it — you shall have it to-morrow, finifihcd." 
upon turning up the gas, the paper and box of crayons had both 
disappeared. I made a most careful exaniination of the room, 
no police detective could have done it more thoroughly ; and I 
am as positive as I can be of anytbtng that neither of the 
articles were in the room. The medium did not leave the table J 
botli her hands were held by me, and there was no person but 
ourselves in the house." 

" Fridai/, Jane \Ath, 1861.— On this occasion, T determined to 
mate thorough work of my examination of the rootn,&c. After 
locking the doors and taking the key, I locked the drawers of the 
bureau, and examiocd every comer and crevice, as well as the 
medium's pocket, and having satisfied myself that neither the 

Eicture nor the crayons were in the room, I tied the medium'i 
ands, took them in mine, and put out the light. At the end 
half .in hour, the rustling of spirit-robes was heard. I turned 
my head in the direction of the sound, when a baud was placed 
upon each side of vaj head, turning it back to its fonner position* 
The rustling hidicated an approacli to the table, at my left (the 
medium being on my right), and gentle raps, aa though made by 
the knuckle, were made, t!ie box of crayons was shaken, and its 
contents turned upon the table. The paper was now heard aa 
though in a roll : it was unrolled, and placed against my fac«. 
Holding the medium with f»ne hand, with the other I took the 
paper and laid it upon the table, while raps upon my shoulder 
spelled out as follows:— ^'^ Be careful with the picture — I wish t/ou 
to have it copied.^ The spirit was now distiuctly heard to walk to 
die other side of the table, to open and shut the drawer after 
apparently making an examination of its contents, and repeating 
the operation. For nearly an hour, the spirit was in form by myj 
8idc, dnring which I was kissed audibly, probably twenty timea^ 
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Puring tliis time, at ratervabj startling manifeatatioiiaw'ere taking 

{>lat;«. The heavy sofa was lifted up and down j the marhle- topped 
jurcau was pounded violently upon by a daguerreotype case, by 
chance lying thcsro, and a bunch of keys was shaken about onr ears, 
An eftbrt was made to speak, which was so fa[* successful as to call 
me by naniCj audibly, several times ; but the medium, at this, 
l>ecanie bo nervoua that it could not be continued, A card waa 
written upon, in explanation of the former one, as follows: — 
' "^rbe new seraph, darling, was one not known to you — DaUy and 
hourly we are called upon to miniflter to tJie sick and dying—It 
is our duty — Ebtellk.' Upon getting a light, the picture was 
found coropleted, and the identical one which had disappeared. 
I had put a private mark npon cachj and from tJie extraordinary 
examinations and care which I took, I am positive that the disap- 
pearance and re-appearance have been entirely without human 
agency." 

'^^ Monday J June 24 (A, 1861. — Locked the doors, placed the key 
in my pocket and made everything secure. Sat in quiet, and was 
told not to ask questions. Then by raps — ' There will be no failure 
to-night — r will come to you fijst — Estelle.' Soon, a bright light 
followed a rustling sound, and appeared near our shoulders, between 
ns. The medium became nervous, when I refjnested it to come to 
my left. This was immediately replied to, by three rape upon my 
left shoulder, and a coiTcspondrng movement uf the light to that 
side. Hands were placed upon either shoulder, turning me a little 
to tlie right, then upon ray head, pushing it down till my forehead 
was near the table. Three taps upon my bead indicated that the 
position was satisfactory, and I remained passive. The intention 
was, evidently, to prevent my too earnest gaze. Vigorous rustling 
was heard, and the light, now very vivid, rose to a height of about 
three feet above the table (at the side) . It was so bright as to 
illuminate anrroundkig objects, and as it approached, there seemed 
a heavy dark substance before it. Reaching a point, about two 
feet from my eyes, the dark shadow was lowered, revealing beauty, 
such as Grod only, in his Infinite goodness and power, could pcnuit 
those tn the flesh to behold. A glimpse of heaven it was, and of 
an angel, as bright aa ever etood before his throne :• — the spirit of 
my wife, a white rose in her hair over the left temple, and her 
loving eyes smihng inexpressible blessings. She appeared in this 
maimer sis or seven times. The perfection of the appearance was 
sucji that every feature, lineament and expression was as complete 
as a full blaze of light upon a face could make it. A roll or veil 
surrounded her head, leaving a clear space of about a foot «i- 
eighteen inches between it and the hair, and this veil glittered like 
silver gauKe. The whole scene was tranacendently beautiful, 
beyond the power of description. About fifteen minutes after- 
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wards, the light ftppcared in a comer, illiirainating the centre of 
the room, and tv feiiialo fip^nrc in full proportions stood before us, 
back towards lis, with a veil depending' from the head to the feet, 
of silver gauze, which glittered and shone n-lmoat like diamonda 
when the light struck upon it. I asked if she would niifte her arm 
above lier head, and my request was immediately complied ivith. 
No pen can describe the exquisite beauty of what was revealed 
this night to us. If lieavcn is half as bright or beautiful, death 
sbonld have no terrors. This appearauce was veiy nsiich more 
viviil than any previous manifestation, and each one aecma more 
nearly perfect." 



Mrs. Kenniaon, of whom I have spoken, is herself an " inipres- 
Bionable " medium, by which is undei-stood that she is impressed 
by spirits, and foreedj in her natural state, to act n])on her 
impressions. One spirit in particular, she iufonned me, used to 
come frequently and impel her to carry out liia anxions desires for 
the welfare of his former clients. This was the spririt of Robert 
Kantoul, of Washington , a well-known lawyer. She took 
measagei? for him as directed to many pci-sons whom she did not 
know, and tliey invariably understood tliem ; for instance, sho 
said, '* A short time since I was told by Rantoul to go to 
Mr. Bassett, a merchant in Boston, and warn litiii, that if ho did 
not give immediate attention to a pnrticular debt ilue to him of 
5,CKK) dollars bo would lose it. As I did not know Mr. Bassctt, 
and it was not convenient for me to go to Bciston, I did not at 
firat attend to the request. But Rantoul came again, and again, 
until at length 1 was obliged to comply with his wishes. I marie 
inquiries for, and found Mr. Bassett. I explained to him, as 
well a.s J could, the nature of my errand. He seemed at once to 
understand it, and said his attention had been called to the trans- 
action that very morning, and that he had taken the necessary 
steps for hia protection, 1 then said, Rantoul also told inc to say 
to you, ' For (lod's sake to give up the law-suit.' And this, too, 
Mr. Bassctt said he perfectly tmderstood." 

f:5omo days after my interview with Mrs, Kenniaon I nrct 
when travelling a Captain Jonathan llallett, of Quincy. ( Uir 
conversation turning to the subject of Spiritual ism, I found he 
was a believer, and strangely enough he incidentnlly mentioned 
jMi'B. Kcnnison, and confirmed the statement she had made to me 
of tlie special character of her mediumship. Captain llallctt 
said, " 1 had been for a little time looking into the subject, 
Uaving np to thia period no belief in a future lite, and I had 
attended a. inccting of {Spiritualists; on coming away a lady, 
who was an entire litrangcr to nie, atldressed me, and said, ' I do 
not know who ynu are, sir, but during the cvcniug I was 
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impressed to give vo« tliia message from the spirit of your 
mother ;' anil the lady, who pi-oTcd to be a Mrs. Keimlson, gave 
live this paper, which I preBcrve, m from this incident I date my 
complete conversion from infidelity."' The paper, which ho took 
from his pocket-ljook, and whicli I read, congratulates him ou the 
light tvhich is dawning, and exhorts hinv to follow it, " in the 
blessed hope of a brighter tiiture tor my dear son," &c. Captain 
Hallett then went on to eay, that as he pursued liis inquiries his 
faith became strengthened from many sonrces. He found that 
two very remarkable mediums lived immediate neighbours to 
him. One was tlie daughter of his friend Mr, South worth, a girl 
of 15j named Sarah. The other was a professional maa, who 
had nut annomiced his name to tlie public, and therefore he did 
not wish to mention it ; but, he said, it is a common occurrence 
for him to be carried about by the spirits, and he had assured hira 
that he prescribes for hia patients with gi-eat success entirely by 
spirit dictation. Captain llallett then gave me a very cnrinns and 
interesting hlstorv of the manifestations he had received through 
Sarah Sonthworth. '* Sixteen years ago," he said, " I lost 
my brother Charles, to wjiom I was much attached, by the 
wreck of hia ship. I went to claim his body, and I expressed 
aloud ray surprise to find it looking so fresh and life-like. One 
of the first messages written to me through tSarali'a hand 
pui-ported to be from thia brotberj of whom 1 am certain aho 
had never heard. Captain HaUctt gave me the message to 
read and copy. Tt runs thus — ■' Dear Johnnie — I have at last 
the satisfaction of controlling this medium by the kindness 
of one of her spirit guardians, and now that the way is open 
before mcj T have so many tilings to say, that I scarcely know 
wliere to begin. I am glad, dear brother, that you have opened the 
doors of your heart, and invited the spirits to enter. Many spirits, 
I find, arc nuliapp}', because their friends do not receive them. 
1 think if the unbelieving ones only knew this, ihey would 
reflect a moment ere they lot them suffer thus," &c., &c. The 
letter then goes on to speak of various subjects, and an aUusion 
is matle to the circumatance of his going to claim tlie body, 
repeating the exact words he. Captain Hallett, said he had used 
on that occasion, and addingj " I tlien stood by your side, Johnnicj 
and was srtrprised that you did not recognise me," The mcsf(age 
is written quite sailor-fashion, full of seafaring phrases, and 
it coTUpletcly satisfied Captain Hallett of the identity of his 
brotlior's spirit. 

After tiic lapse of some months, Captain Hallett got annthcE 
written nvcssage through Sarah Southworth, which I tluiik is 
worth trau^rriUing in fiill, ancl it is as follows ; — 

" Dear Bivtthcr .Johnnie— 1 luive, at last, got the control of 
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this meiliam agaio^ Uiongb slie h pretty mudi used up ; but I 
giic8« I can &teer her into a safe narbour after I get ihrongh, 
altliotigh I ain*t much used to tbia kind of rigging. 1 have 
many triendsi that I would like to speak to, but thej are so much 
wrapped up in the mista of orthodoxy, that I can scarcely see 
them. Tf T c«uld get a chance 1 should talk plain, for tlie 
doctrines they believe can no raore nourish the soul, than paving^ 
atones can the human body. Uh, thy incoiisistency of niaakitid ! 
They §hut themselves up in their housesj bolt the dnora, and bar 
the windows, and then call upon God to reveal himself. There 
IB a njighty change sweeping through the earth, Johnnie. It 
speaks in thunder tones, and startles the priest at his altar —the 
king on his throne. The blade is now drawn, and the banner 
unrolled, for the struggle between the old and the new ; and 
tliougli the sea iitay roll mountains, it cannot prevail against this 
mighty spirit. Humanity haa wrangled over tunaty creeds too 
long ; but when tli<? light of the present and ptist are conihined, 
a glorious day will dawTi upon the world. Man has been an 
animal long ciimigh—be men and women now. Angels have 
come to earth for a. purpose^let it not lie thwarted, Communi- 
catious now come, and the world heeds them ; aud in time, they 
fihall give place to a grand, noble, Inspiring religion, wliere God 
fihall Ikv worshipped in spirit and in truth. These rappirgg 
broke the shell of stdfishness, and man is i'reG ; and, when he is 
once free, and has plumed his wings an<l soared away on tho 
breeze of liberty, he cannot return, and, hugging his wings cli^so 
to lita side, enter the old shell again. He may put hia head in, 
but his heart will be outside. It is by the power of will that 
man communes with man. Spirits send out their thongbts upon 
this maguetle ether, and very few are insiilatcd from this power. 
Inspiration comes not in vvords, but in ideas, and flows in mifrhty 
cun'cnts throug'h the hiuuan mind. lilany upon earth, in couitng 
time, will recognise the good seed that has been sown, aud taken 
root, which will yield an abundant harvest. Hell fire and 
damnatlou have done theu* work : so long as tho human heart 
reniainod cold as an iceberg, such a fire could be tolerated; but 
now it is being wanned with the fire of love, and so the fire of! 
brimstone is falling, aud those Divine teachers who for eighteen 
hundred years have been endeavouring to teaeh the Good Father 
tho error of IIu ways — that it la His duty to damn nine-tenths 
of His children, and divide heaven among the few that be saved 
— will, no doubt, take a sea voyage for the benefit of their health, 
and to enlighten the heathen a little further away from home. 
1 heard a minister say the other day that he thotight God 
ought to SL'iul a rain of fire and hrimatone nn the earth, it 
was so wicked. But I dare say ho would like to be nerched 
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ip aomewlicre out of linriirij ivay. I knew at once what 
sort of man he was, hy hjs ideas of our Heavenly Father. 
But wiiy is it that tlie world is not hettei", when Cliristiamty 
has been the ruling power for eighteen hundred years'? If 
the world 13 so wicked, it is certainly time that God sent his 
spirit-inoBserigers to redeem it. I hare been wanting to write to 
you sometimej Johnnie. I don't make much head-way though 
• — Mum'a the word. Sister Lucy's playmate Surah is here, and 
Will write to her aoon, I will ateer this craft into port now, so 
good-bye, Jolmnie— from your spirit brother — Charley"," 

"Muni's tlie word" h an allusion to the DoctoFj through 
whose mediiuiiship It appears the spirit occaaionally manifcsstcd 
to his brother, 

The readers of the Spiritual Magazine were made aware some 
few months ago of an entirely new and very rem ark able develop- 
ment of spirit-power through the mediumahip of Mrs. French, 
which was then eseiting great attention in iSew York. It was 
stated on the authority of Dr. (iray, Dr. llallock, and several 
other well-known anil intelligent Spiritualists that elaborate 
pencil drawings had been done in their preBciicc by the spirits in 
the inconcetTably short space of a few seconds. Before leaving 
for America my friends requested eapeeiaUy that I should try to 
see and report upon this new phenomenon ; I accordhigly took 
the earliest opportunity after my arrival in New York of making 
the aefjuaintaucc of Mrs. French ; sho resides together with her 
daughter at the house of Mr. J. Cnlbertson, No, 8, 4th Avenue, 
who ia a serious, respectable, and very intelligent man — one upon. 
wliose word witiiout enquiry I should be disposed at once to rely. 
Jlr. Cnlbertson took some tronlile to explain to me Mrs. French's 
history, and ni3\'e partieularly the incidents attendant on tins new 
development or IN.STAKTANEOUS SPlIUT-DHAWlNa PKODUCED 

WITHOUT TUE AID OF HUMAN AGENCY. Mrs. Freuch it appears 
has from her ehihlhnod had peculiar gifts, and several extraordi- 
nary stories are tolil of her power of second siglit at a very early 
age, and since the first advent of the " Modern Spiritual Mani- 
festations" she has teen prominent as a tranee-speaking medium 
and medical clairvoyant, and she now practises as a "physician," 
which title wltli her name is inscribed on her door-pfale. The 
new development is entirely apart from her professional avoca- 
tions, and 19 only exhibited oeeaslonaUy, being without her con- 
trob inasmuch as the spirits entrance her first, and then make 
their own arrangements for a stance. The circumstances imme- 
Uately preceding and attendant on this new and most extraordi- 
larj' phase of Mrs. Fi-ench's mediumship were thus described to 
me by Mr. Cnlbertson, 

On the 1.5th of February, 18(50, Mrs. French left her hous<r 
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at two p.m., and returned at five. It had been snowing fnrionaly 
all the day, and the side walks and streets were almost LrapasBablc 
frora the melted snow and deep mud. t^he said she liad been to 
viait Mrs. Mijlins, a lady friend of hers residing at Brooklyn, which, 
as my readers no doubt know, ia a town lying- on the opposite hank 
of the river to New York. Whilst thei-e she said she had been 
entranccdj and tlic spirits had made to Mrs. Melins Bome indefinite 
prediction of coming events, which they said, if realizcdj would 
bo the greatest possible proof of apirit-power, Mrs. French spoke 
of other communications which had transpired at Mrs. Blelina', 
and added that she did not leave her honse until 35 minutes past 
four, that she had no recoUeetion how she got to Brooklyn nor 
back again, nor of an^-thing on the way until she found herself 
in the street cara opposite her own door. Mr. Culhertsoti and 
her ftimily listened to her statement in doubt and astonishment, 
and concluded that there must be some delusion, that she Lad 
concealed herf=olf in a tr.ince, and had never left the house, since 
thei*c was no appearance whatever in her dress to indicate that 
she had been in the strceta, S/te had on thin sfwest^ thet} were not 
in the least soiled, and her sioid^inga were nol even domp^ and the 
time occupied in coming from Brooklyn, according to her state- 
ment, was at least half an hour less than the journey coxdd be 
done in under ordinary circiimstancca. 

Whilst they were crosa-questioning her she became entranced, 
and a Bj>irit speaking through her said-^" You need not doubt 
her, all she has said is true ; Mrs. Melins will confirm it. Mrs. 
French did Jioi ritle from the ferry at Brooklyn to Mrs. lilelins^ 
house, nor back again to the boat, nor did she ride on this side to 
or fi'om the cars, and she did come home in the time she haa 
stated,*' Wt. Culhertson and Mrs. French's daugBtors were very 
much puzzled and surprised at this statement, and asked — " How 
is it if she did not ride that her shoea and feet are not wet, and 
her dress unsoilcd? She could not possibly step even across the 
side walk without wetting her feet in the present slushy state of 
the streets." The spirit answered — " 81ie was in our hands — 'Sus- 
tained by our Influence ; she c^ndd not, as you say, have walked, 
and did not, she was carried along with a rapid gliding motion 
seemingly walking, but not actually so, and never stepping into 
the mnd." Mr. Culhertson was disinclined to receive this ex- 
planation, but looking at all the facta it was inevitably 3o, since 
it was quite iinpo.ssible that she could have passed to Brooklyii 
and back under ordinary circuraBtanccg. Ue then asked if they 
had earned her across the river, they said " No, the electrical 
emanations of the earth and water differ, besides there was no 
necessity for iucuiTiiig unnecessary risks nor for attracting atten- 
tion which wc especially wished to avoid, very few persons saw 
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her, as vnry few were out in such a clay in the streets at Brooklyn." 
In the evening of the same day Mrs. French went out to pay a 
professional visit, and though she had goue fully prepared with 
tliick bootSj she returned home with wet feet, an5 alt the appear- 
ance of liaving had to tramp aa other people through the thick 
mud of the streets. 

On the following day she went out again in a mysterious way ; 
was absent fonr houra, and coukl give no account of herself, hut sne 
lirougUt home with her some drawing paper, peneilB, and rubber, 
though no one knew with what object. In the evening she sent 
for Mrs. Mehns to come to her immediately, and though all this 
was very strange, her daughters humoured her, waiting to see 
what would come of it. On Mrs, Melins' arrival she fully cor- 
roborated Mrs. French's statements of her visit on the previous 
day — and they all, including several friends, accompanied her to 
the drawing-room, where, selecting a small table, she placed it in 
the centre of the room, and invitpd them to be seated. She then 
commenced, in a state of trance, to manipulate the drawing paper 
iu a very elaborate way, using wine and acids as a preparation, 
and in thivtff niimttcs the first of a series of spirit pencil drawings 
w<a3 produced, and thus the mysterious promise made to Mrs, 
Melins was realised. Several other drawings were done at the 
tune iu like manner, the subjects being suggested by one or other 
of the party, and the whole proceeding, though witnessed only by 
those accustomed to spiritual manifestations created the greatest 
interest and excitement. 

Up to the period of my visit many s&oficm had been held at 
intervals. The sittings were not of a pubhc character, nor did 
Mra. French make the exhibition a money question, all who 
cainc were invited ; and thus, eveii the most feeble of all objectors 

ivc no foot'hoW in this case,— I mean that class of persons who 
asked to compensate profossional mediums for loss of time, 
mako sure at once that imposition lies at the bottom though 
their sagacity fails to discover it. Among these visitors, the one 
most constant in his attendance, as I found by hia name being 
attached to the list of those who certified to the conditions, and 
titno of producing the drawings, was Mr, J. Gumey, who is an 
~ rtist of celebrity, and the leading photographer of Xcw Yorkj 

ml as this gentleman attended the two sittings I had with Mrs. 
French, and was in quiet conversation with her on the only other 
two casual visits I made to the house, I inferred, but havo no 
other reason for saying so, that he mado a pr.ictice of consulting 
tlic invisibles, and whilst others were smiling at liis " silly 
credulity," he waa very possibly getting useful, and practical 
hints, and accnmuhiting a fund of knowledge, whicli has already 
phiced him, though but a younp: man, at the head of his pro- 
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fcBSion. My stay in New York being- limited, I begged Mr- 
Culbertaon to arrange a sitting' for lue cither on Friday or 
Hatin-day. Mrs. French, being consulted, said she was engagod 
profesBionally on Friday, and shti bad promised to take her 
fjimilj to the theatre on Saturday evening, it must, therefore, be 
one evening in the following week, and as she entirely deferred 
to the dictate of the spirita, she would be told by them, and 
"wonld then send to inform rne of the day. I continued my con- 
versation with Mr. Culbertson, who was showing me a number 
of the earliest drawings, and explaining the circumBtance under 
which they were obtained, when Mrs. Frencli, entranced, again 
entered the room, and advaucuig to me, said, " My name ia Jemmy 
— I have not the pleasure, sir, of knowing you, but you are very 
well known in the spLrit-world 5 and hearing you express a desire 
to Bee oiu- drawings, I am sent to s.i,y we shall be glad to see you 
at eight oVh>ck on Saturday evening- We cannot prorai.^c much, 
bnt we will do the best we can — good day, sir;" and with a 
formal bow she retired. Mr. Culbertson said the engagement 
waa binding on her, and would supersede the intended visit to 
the theatre, and as the residt enables me to record one of the 
most wondei-ful facta developed in Spiritualism, and witnessed by 
myself, ray readers will no doubt think the change ot' purjjoae 
an advantage. 

On the evening fixed I went, accompanied by Judge 
Edmonds, who had not seen this new phase of spirit-power, and our 
party numbered about twelve, including a lady, who was the 
motfier of the spirit Jemmy, and he, I found, was the principal 
artist in the production of these spirit-drawings. Aa goon as %ve 
were assembled, Mrs, French became entranced, and witli great 
fonnality invited each to take a particular seat, reserving the post 
of honour next to herself for me, where I could best see the exact 
mode in which the whole siajice waa conducted, A very small 
drawing-room table was placed in the centre of the circle, and 
not within three feet of any of us. A shawl was then tied 
roimd the lower part of the legs of the table to form a dark 
chamber. Under this was placed a thin board to make a firni 
surface, on which to spread ihc drawing paper, two saucers 
of water-colours and brushes, a bundle of coloured crayons^ 
some drawing pencils, and a glass of water. A number of ti'esh 
sheets of drawing paper were then handed to the medium, which 
she gave us to examine, and then she cut them into exact squares. 
RoUing them up In the shape of a tube, she commenced breathing 
through tliem, exercising an effort which lasted five minutes, and 
which appeared to exhaust her, this singular process she ex- 
plained was to give the necessary moisture to the surface of the 
paper, and superseded the use of wine and acids as at first used 
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%y iicr for tlamping it. She then handed the roll to me request- 
ing tliat I would place it under the covered part of the tahle, 
whilat she at the same time went on her knees, and placed her 
hands under the cover, spread the sheets out flat, ana returned 
to Ucr seat by my side. All these arrangements being^ made 
with the gas buriiiDg, she then requested the light to be lowered, 
which was done, though it was still light enough for us to see 
each other, and oven the hands of our watches. Thus aeated in 
perfect quiet, after a brief intei-val the medium ci-ied " time ;" 
when presently we heard a rapid scraping and scnibhing on the 
card boardj as if mauy hands were at work with the quickness 
of steam power, and "time" being aga^in called, tlie pencils 
—were heard to drop suddenly and aiunultaneously fi-om the hands 
^ka it were of tlxe mvisible artists. 

! The same process and arrangements being repeated, four 

elaborate and bcautifally executed pictures of birds and flowers 
were produced in succession, the first being a pencil drawing, and 
the otners in colours 5 and the time occupied was, respectively, 
elglit, eleven, twelve, and fifteen seconds. I am aware how 
difficult it la to realise such a statement, that finished dravnngs 
should be executed in such a way and in such an inconceivably 
short space of time; but all that I can say, is — that I have faith- 
fully recorded the facts. There was, I can assure the reader, an 
absence of everything like conjuring aiTangements. Mrs. French 
never left our sight. I saw the white surface of the cardboard 
immediately before the operations commenced, and the most 
striking and convincing fact, to those present, of the work 
having been done on the inatant, waa that lli& coloured draicings 
■Sffcre wet tchen taJien up^ and tjtal they took, some mtmiies to dn/ 
^^fkr they were m our kands., and at the close of the sitting 1 
removed, at Mrs. French's request, the shawl which was tied round 
the legs of the table. No one present suspected imposture, and 
indeed, under the circumatancc3, it wonkl nave been foolish aiid 
^mjust to do 90. Tiie scene aud results are not imaginary, as 
Hbome wise people might suggest, for I have the four drawuigs In 
Hay possession, endorsed with ihc names of several gentlemen 
Hrho were present, including Judge Edmonds and Mr. J. GumeVj 
■the artist. When the fourth drawing was completed, the medium, 
addressing me, and still sneaking in the trance state, said — " That 
i& all we purpose doing tliis evening. I am sorrv, sir, we could 
not manage to put a Bible chapter into one of them, as you 
wished ; we meant to place it in the centre of the wreath ; we 
will however do it for you another day." 

I then a.^ked — How many spirits were engaged in the work 
jifl evening? 
A. — There were eleven of us to-ntght; we go on adding 
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one or two to our numbers whenever we can find suitable ones 
to aid ua. 

Q. — You appear to have less ccrciuony in preparing for tho 
drawings dow than you had at first ? 

^.— Yes, that is because we did not know at first what we 
could do or what conditions Avere absolutely required, so we had to 
go on trying our own powers as well as the force of the ineJiuiii. 

Q, — Don't you think you couhl produce these drawing-a 
without the aid of any of our materials, except the cardboard ? 

A, — Noj air 5 wc don't expect to do that, we never heiucd of 
auch a thing a» tJiat being done. 

(^.— Yc3 ; there is a tucdium In Francej who receives coni- 
munications in writing in various colours, without any pen or 
ink being at hand. You will, perhaps, consult your frienus and 
tell them this, and see whether, as yon go on, you cannot produce 
the drawings without paints or pencils, which might be called 
Bpiritual photography. 

A. — Well, sir, 1 will tell them what yoo say, but I don't 
think we ahall ever do that. Good night I 

I was preparing to take my dcpartui'e from New York, and 
had given up all expectation of seeing anything more of tbia 
remarkable phase of spiritual manifestationB, when I received^ 
two days before Iea\'ing, the following note — 

" Dear air, — Our spirit friends have appointed a drawing 
drcle for thia evening. Mx/k, French says it ia principally on 
your account. 1 hope, therefore, it will be convenient for you 
to come. " Very respectftilly youra, 

'^ Tuo8. Cui.bertson/' 

I at once put aside all other engagements, glad to avail 
myself of a second opportunity of testing the reality and 
integrity of tlicse niarvelfous productions witli the advantage 
previous observation and reflection on all the conditions, and 
circumstances of the first sitting. Dr. Halluck, Mr. Gurney and 
Profeasor Lyman were of tho party. The arrangements were 
made much aa 1 have before described them, except that there 
was even loss ibrniality and preparation than before, and tl: 
medium Instead of breathing tlu'ough the roll of paper, tied a dain{ 
towel romid it, to give to the sheets the necessary moisture. I was, 
as on the former occasion, invited to take my seat by the side of 
the medium at the best point for eeeing the entire operations. 
The small tabic stood in the centre of a large circle, comprised 
of about an equal number of both sexes. When "tinic'^ was 
called there was the same rubbing and scrubbing helter-skelter 
sort of haste to do something in tho shortest time possible, and 
when " time" was again called we beard iw before the pencUa di-op 
suddenly from tht; lianda of the invisibles. Six di'awings were^ 
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produoeil on tliia occaBion in rapid succession, each occupying 
but a few seconds. The first one was presented to me, and I 
was gratified to fiiiJ that the spirits had not forgotten their 
promise. They had drawri a beautifully executed bouquet with 
a haud rising' from the centre holding an open Bible, with a part 
of the l-ith chaptei' of John, 200 worda most minutely but 
legibly written in pencil, and the tinie occupied in its production 
complete as I have described it was juat eleven seconds.^ 



On the first day of our acquaintance, Judge Edmonds did me 
the favour of introducing nic to his friend, Professor Jamos J, 
JIapes, who, as a ehemistj holds a leading position in the scien- 
tific world both in i^buorica and Europe, He ia a man of vaj-icd 
attainments, possessing a brilhaut intellect, and extraordinaiy 
convcraational powers. He has mastered, after most careful 
study aud examujation, the philoaophy of Spiritualism, and 
would help, were he to publicly identify himseLf with the subject, 
ahuost more than any other man, to inculcate and epread ita 
truth and doctrines. 

Profcsssor Mapes' history in connexion with Spiritualism 
teaclics an instructive lesson, and answers in itself two of the 
most prominent questions which have been put by its opponents 
in this country ; namely — If Spiritualism be worth consideration, 
bow is it that no man eminent in science has ventured to iuvcsti- 
tigate its claims and expound its philosophy? And, admittkig 
the realitv of the plienomena — Cui bonof Well, the answer ia 
that Professor Mapea, of New York, like his compeer, the late 
Dr. Hare, of Philadelphia, a man of science, undertook tho 
investigation several yeara ago, with an entire disbelief in its 
reality, and a dctennination to expose " the delusion ;" and, like 
Dr. Hare, he was driven step by step from bis original position, 
ultimately converted to a fill! belief in spirit-intercourso, and as 
a consequence, to a belief in a life lieroafter, which he had 
previously denied. Can men, ia tlie face of such facts consistently 
go on asking what is the good of it ; and asserting that if it is 
really true, it must bo all of the devil ? 

The Professor is largeJy engaged in agricultiU'e, and has a 
pfarm at Newark, New York, where his tiiinily reside ; whilst 
lis professional pursuits oblige him to remain a great portion of 
his time in New York. Ho was (as he told me), a materialist, up 
to the age of 45, aud in the early start of the modern manifesta- 
tions, now thirteen years ago, he set to work earnestly to 
investigate Rinritualism, without saying a word on the subject to 
his fjimily, Shortly after, he discovered that one of his daughters 

* The very wonderful chariuiterof tUcso drawinga inducts ub to publish two or 
theni,/BC-«jn&, whicb illciRtrate tlie*^^w'titJffl/-3fflfBrtKe for October, 1861- — Ep. 
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was also engaged in a soiocwhat similar way. She had m fact 
become a writing medium, without knowing it. On one of his 
usual weeklj visits to his faniilj, this daughter saidj " Fathei", I 
want to shew you something very ourioiis. Don't laugh at me, 
here are pages that trom tiuic to time I have hcen influenced to 
write, -without my will or my mind heing engaged in the work. 
It baa been going on for weeks, and I should not have named it 
nowj hut that 1 saw in the Trihtme newspaper yesterday, that 
others had been similarly influenced ; and it is said to be the 
work of spirits. I want to know the meaning of it." Curioue 
to obtain evidence from such a souroBj though anxious to avoid 
explanation and encouragement, the Professor asked her to t^ike 
a pen and let him see what abe meant. Her band was moved 
excitedlv, and she at once rapidly dashed off a long message 
purportuxg to be from the spirit of his father* The Professor 
saiu, " If there is any meaning m this I should like, If possible, to 
have some proof of identity." Miss Mapes' hand again wrote 
" You may recolluet that I gave you, among other books fin 
Encyclopaedia; look at page 120 of that book and yon will find 
my name written tliere, wliicli you have never seen." Tlie book 
alluded to was with others in a box at the warehouse in town. 
On his arrival in town, Professor Mapes opened the case which 
had been fastened up for 27 years, and there, to his great 
astonishment, he found as described his fatlier'a name written on 
the identical page 120. 

This incident awakened a new interest In hini, and he 
accordingly determined to conduct a serious investigation, and at 
once secured the services of Mrs. Brown, the eldest daiighter in 
the Fox family — a well-known and very reliable mcdiiuu of 
great power. His next step was to obtain a party of friends to 
Join him, which was, however, a very difficult task. He first 
invited his son-in-law, Jlr. Dodge, a Member of the Senate, who 
laughed at the retjucst, said it was too absurd, and hoped the 
Professor waa not going to sacrifice his time and Ins fame to 
such a delusion. And in this way be was met by others until 
at length making it a personal favour and to oblige liim, ho got 
a party of ten together ; having, as he said, purposely selected 
one half of poski'm minds \vlio would believe in nothing, and the 
Other half ai negative minds who might be induced to believe in 
anything. They agreed to meet every Monday evening for 
twenty sittings, and up to the nineteentli evening thoy bad not 
elicited anything snffieiently satisfactory to carry conviction, or 
to be worth recording ; but on tho twentieth evening some very 
curioue and striking phenomena were displayed. Tlie epirita 
who purported to be present gave peculiar names, such as Pierre 
Wilding, Delivenanee, »S:c., insisting, against the belief of those 
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present, that they were their ancestors, and indicating in the 
most definite manner their relationship. Upon subsequent 
enquirv, eudi of these statcuicnts was verifieJ, and a previously 
liiddeii page of faniiJy history bciug thus unexpectedly revealed, 
it csoited a natural interest in tlie minds of all to eontimie their 
|rfitttiugs, whieli Profeasor Mapes assured nie were prolong-ed 
miiiterriiptedly for FlVK Ykaii.S, during which every conccivahle 
test was applied, resnltwg cut length in the entire conversion of 
die wJioh parttf. 

At that period, Spiritualism was spreading iu xVuieriea in all 
dji-ections. Mediums were developed in numeroua families, and 
daily the press announced, on the testimony of more or less 
reliable vitnesae-fi, tlie most marvellous accounts of new ntianifes- 
tatirpua of spirit-power. Professor Mapes having become aatisfied 
tliat a great truth lay at the root of it, though mixed up, aa he 
thought, with fanattcisra and some charlatanism^ determined to see 
everything for himself; and wherever he heard of new wonders, 
lie packed up his portmanteau, and without regard to time or 
expensej started off to make a personal investigation. In this 
way he visited, among many others, iha Davenport Boys at 
Buftalo, and the splrit-rooni of Jonathan Koonsi, situated in the 
mountains of Ohio; and he tiilly corroborated the extraordinary 
statement!* )nade respecting them. 

Tothoae who are not acquainted with tlie history of Amencan 
•Spintoalisin, It inay he acceptable for me here to introduce some 
aecoinit of these remarkable manifestatloiia. I take the following 
from a letter written by a reliable witness, llr. Charles Partridge, 
whose acquaintance I made in New York. Ho say&: — 

" I attended three public circles (open without charge to all 
Ofliners) in the epirit-house of Mr, Koons — a house or room a 
little distance from Ins residence, built expressly for the pui-posc. 
The presiding spirit is an Indian named John King. The room 
will seat about .50 persons, and it ts usually filled. After the 
circle is formed the door and windows are shut, and the light 
cxtinguiBhed. Instantaneously a tremendous blow was stnick 
upon the table by a large drumstick, and immediately the bass 
and tenor drums were beaten rapidly, like the roll-call on the 
muster held, making through the hills a thousand eclioes. This 
, continued for five minutes or more; and, when ended, King 
l^luted u& through the trumpet, and in an audible voice said, 
' * Good evening, friciids ; wdiat particular manifestations do you 
deaire V' King tlieu rcr|ue3ted Mr. Koons to play on the r^iolin ; 
the whole spirit-band playing at the same tune on the drums, 
triangle, tanihorlur, harp, aecordloii, iS:c. Upon these iii.^truinents 
the spirita. pei-fonn scientifically, in very ijcrfect tune. They 
commence at one Instant in full blastj auil stop suddenly after 

D* 
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eoimdtng' the ftill note. After playing au mtrodnctorj piece on 
the ms!trunientiij thej sing^ The spirits spoke to w.?, requesting 
lie to remain silent. Presently wc heard, as it seemed j human 
voices singitig in the distance, in so low a tone as to be scarcely 
distinguislmble - the sounds gradually increased, each part re- 
latively, until it appeared as? ii a fiill choir of hnman. voicca were 
in our small room singhig most excfuisitely. I think I never 
heard such perieet harmony— so captivating was it, that the 
heart-strings seemed to relax or to increase their tension to 
accord with such heavenly sounds, Tt seemed to me that no 
person conld sit in that sanctuary mthout leeluig the sonj^ of 
' (Jloi'v to OttJ in tlje Iiigljc^t, peace on earth, and goodwill to 
all nicn,' 8j>ontancously rising in the bosom and finding expiTSsion 
on the lip. 

" After this vocal perfbnnancc, in which, however, no words 
were articnlated, several pieces were separately perfonued oil the 
nistniments by the spirits. Spirit-hands and arms were seen ; 
and that we might sec them distinctly, they wet their hands with 
a weak solution of phoaplutrus, prG[iared at their verpiest tor the 

fjurpose by Mr. Koons. At one of these circles there were three 
liinds, which had lieen covered with this solution, rtpparent to all 
of us at the same time. 1'licy passed swifllv round the room 
over our heads, carrying the iustnunents, and playing upon them, 
keeping perfect time. The phos])horescent illumination from 
those hands was so strong that it occurred to me 1 couM see to 
read by it. I took a pamphlet from my pocket, and asked the 
epirit to place its hand over it, that I might see to read. The 
spirit did so, and 1 inimediatfly perceived that I held the Look 
wrong end up. I turned it and could read. The mcnihcrs of 
the circle said they could, at the same time, see my tlice and the 
pamphlet in my hand. These spirit-handa wcrOj at our request, 
placed in our owm ; I looked at them, and felt tbera, until 1 was 
entirely satisfied. They appeared to be reorganised from the 
same elements that ours are. ( Ine spirit hand took a pen, and 
we all saw it write on the paper lying on the table j the writing 
was executed much more rapidly than I ever saw mortal hatid 
perform ; the paper was then handed to me by the spirit, and 1 
still retain It in my possession. 

" At the close of the i^vanm the aplrit of King, aa is hi^ 
custom, took up the trunipot, and gave a short lecture through 
it — speal'ivtj mtdihly and dhiiTietfif^ presenting the benefits to be 
derived both in time and eternity from intorcoui'se with spirits, 
and exhorting U3 to lie discreet and bold in speech, diligent in 
our investigations, faithfid to the responsibilities wliicli those 
privileges impo-iie, charitable towards tliose who are in ignorance 
or erri>r, tempering our zeal with wisdom," (Src., (S:c. 



61 



Professor Mapes described to me the exhibition witnessed by 
bim through tlic Davenport Boys, These boys permit thcmsclvea 
to bo boiuid by cords, hand and foot, in any way the operator 
pleasesj and iu an iustant they are liberated by the spirits. The 
spirit of John King la also chief actor in these manifestations. 
With this spirit Professor Mapes said he conversed for lialfan hottr. 
The voice was loud and distinct, spoken tliroogh a trumpet. He 
shook hands with liini, the spirit giving a most po%verful grasp; 
then taking hia hand again, it was increased iu size (twi covered 
teitJi hair^ The Professor said hs went, accompanied only by 
bis own friendsj araoug whom were Dr. Warner and Dr. Wilson. 
They bad a jocnlar sort of evening, into which King entered 
heartily, and at length played them a trick, for which they were 
not prepared, and which rather astonished theiti. Their hats 
and capa were suddenly whisked from their heads, and reidaced 
in an instant. Turning on the lights, they found each hat and 
cap was turned inside out, and it took maijy minutes to replace 
them. Dr. W^arner'a gloves, w^hich wei^ in his hat, were also 
tamed completely inside out. This exhibition took place in a 
large club room at Butfalo, selected by the Professor and his 
party, having but one place of entrance and exit. The boys sat 
<m an elevated platform at a large table ; and this table, in an 
instant of time, was earned over the heads of the auditors, and 
deposited at the most distant part of the large room. 

Whikt Profc3.5or Mapes continiied his own inxestigatlou, he 
felt it necessary fi*om its all-cngi*ossuig character to ivstratn hia 
daughter fi-om pursuing her niedlunisliip, fearing that her health, 
whicK was delicate, would suffer, though he said some of her 
writing was brilliant and i>owerful, and ranch beyond hir n-itural 
capacity. An arrangement was accordingly made for her to visit 
aome irienda with a view of weaning her from the fascination 
which occupied so much of her time. Jlrs, Mapes was at tlits 
period altogelher opposed to the whole subject, ajid unacquainted 
with the fact that her husband was so deojdy interested in it, 
said to him one day, " I am very much distressed to think our 
daughter Sophy slmuld deceive usj I have written a strong 
ft'proof to her as I feel sure it is most improper conduct," 
Professor 1^1 apes diaaitadcd hia wile from sending the letter, 
telling her he liad his own motives for wishing her to delay doing 
so. In a short time after Jfrs. Mapes herself was impelled 
one day to write, aud became at once developed as a writing 
medium. Fascinated with this new power, she conthmcd day 
by day almost exclusively occupied with her writing, until at 
length Professor Mapes telt it necessary to interfere, and said — 
" Wife, you and I have been ntarried 30 years, and I have 
never before intert'ered with \our pcrponal lihcHv, but now 
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1 have aeriously to request tliat you will uot at least for tlie 
present give any more time to these influences, and that you will 
consent to destroy al! you have written J' With many protests 
Mrs, Mapes at length consented, and tearing the leaves from 
B. large manuscript volume, she consignetJ thenj page by page to 
the 6ames- — the understanding being that she would not put her 
hand to paper for 12 montha to come. 

Moutlia having passed, and the tendency to yield to the 
influenee having been ettectnally repressed, Ijer Lueband and 
family wore suiprised one day by her making preparations for 
drawing, and declaring that she believed she could copy plants 
and flowers. They smiled at this announcement they were ia- 
credulous, as she bad never been inistnicted, and had never shown 
the least talent for the art. She went, however, into the garden, 
plucked an apple blossom, and sat down to copy it. In a few 
niiuutea she made, greatly to the sui*pn»e of all around her, a most 
excellent copy of this very delicate flower, and thus spiritnally 
influenced, siie commenced a sencs of coloured drawings, whidi 
as they proceeded increased in beauty, and have now become 
most perfect speeimens of the art. 

Oft rfiferrim/ to fhe date of their conwact. Professor Mapes 
found the drawing had commenced exdcitif tivelve wcmths to the 
day on which Mrs, Mapf^ had promised him notto write anymore, 
Tlie Professor has not attempted to interfere with this develop- 
ment ; on the contrary, be appears to encourage it, and is highly 
interested in her progTess ; and as a portion of each day i,s devoted 
to drawing and painting, and as they do not part with many, a 
large acennmiation has taken place, comprising now a great 
number of very interesting volumes. These drawings, whicli are 
produced with great rapidity, unhke most raedinmistic produc- 
tions, are of natural fruits, flowei*s, and birds, and this extraordi- 
nary fact attaches to the birds, that each bird, witliout study or 
any knowledge of the natural history of the subject, on the part of 
Mrs. Mapes, is placed in the accustomed aaaociatious of tree or 
plant on which it builds or feeds. 

I am indebted to Mr3. Mapes for two specimens of her work,^ 
which she kindly presented to me, and which have created the 
greatest admiration in all to whom I have shown them ; one Is 
an iris, and the other a collection of American autumnal leaves. 
They are both pronounced by comioissem's to be works of high art, 
and tlie niai-vcllous fact remains to be told, that both paintings 
were commenced and finished in little more than one hour. No 
artist, I believe, could copy them in less than two days. 

Miss Sophia Mapes, after a brief period of repose, resumed 
her writing mediuuisbip, and during my visit I had an oppor- 
tunity of fleeing it exercised. In the absence of the other mem- 
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1>er8 of the familyj 1 sat at a table with her and Mrs. Mapos, 
when her hand was moved with the usual iicrvoua excitability 
which accompaotes writing mediiimship, and in the moat rapid 
manner, at a rate indeed in which it would be thought iilmoat 
pliysically impossible to wield a pencil, the following coin- 
municationj which I have in my poflsefisiouj purporting to be 
dictated by the spirit of Win, Humholdt, brother of the well- 
known traveller was given, with the erasure of two worda only : — 

" The tixiths of spirit-intprcourse having become plain to the 
greater portion of intelligent observei-s of the manifestations, it 
is of the utmost impoiiance that there should be the moat careful 
endeavour to comprehend the relation which the newly ac- 
quired knowledge bcai's to our former ideas of God and truth. 
We are in the spirit-world, and on the earth, in the re- 
lation to God and to each other which constantly provokes 
our enquiry. We are co-working. The human spirit is a 
power in the universe of material creation, and it awakens by its 
intelligence to know of the laws of nature ; and you may be 
asrarcd that the natural man becomes cognisant of no law in 
which it is not itself a power. We are en rapport with all 
the visible universe. When spirit is not in active association 
with matter, it ignores all connexion with its changes and pro- 
gression. The old idea long ago conceived as the hgos is a 
truth. But as the idea among the Charch fathers was supposed 
to be culminated in Christ Jesus, so is now the spirit of man 
constantly active on the world of matter to develope the latent 
forces in the atomic relation of the particleu, and the peculiar 
forces of combination. Man controls the laws of which he 
becomes cognisant, and neither knows nor dreams of laws in 
which he is not a creative and au staining power. We acknow- 
ledge the action of mind on matter, and of the relation of the 
human forces to the laws of the material universe. Man must 
not deceive himself that he is apart fi-om creation, viewing it 
as if he were a sculptured obelisk, or made of the rock itself, 
and no part of the ever-changing mateiial universe. In truth be 
ia law itself, and is force, when lie little recognises his prowess 
or influence- We know that the natural developments of life 
in all ages have contributed to the status of this age, and 
now when the present life exists in more complete form, in more 
extended power, and more intense action, tue truth is all the 
more manifest, God is all-apparent m man, and spirit, as a 
force ; and could yon once conceive of nature and spirit as a 
totality, you would tlien conceive of God as a Spint. Now, 
you only know him as love, or as Intensity and vigour in your 
own spirit, and in the law you may realise. Never forget that 

ae God, to maliae God, vou should be God. He is not so 
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distant from your being that you may conceive of liim as a 
personality, and therefore, it is impossible for the human mind to 
realise His existence but in its own extent of power and control. 
Wc, as spirit, know better than when we inhabited the earthly 
foiin, the extent and all-pervading power and naturcof indi^^dntll 
spirit. And as the communication of force, and of heat, knows 
no channel, neither does the spirit know by what means it becomes 
a power in causes which apparently have no connection with our 
own intention, or conscious will-power. 

" William Humboldt." 



Tlie labour bestowed by Professor Mapes in the investigation 
of Spiritualism, and the knowledge tliereby acquired by him, it is 
to be hoped will yet be turned to useful public purposes. He had 
an intention of visiting England shortly. The presctit political 
troubles in the States, however, would no doubt delay the period 
of his visit. "When he does conic, we must endeavour to prevail 
on hun to deliver a course of lectures on the subject, to which I 
do not think he is indisposed. If he consents to do so, I venture 
to say that the foremost student of tiie spiritual philosophy in this 
country will have many new pages opened to him for his further 
advancement. For my part, I am bonutl to ^ay that I never heard 
a man express himself more eloquently on any subject. During 
the last conversation 1 had with him, Professor !51apes eunimcd 
up his argument for Spiritualism thuB — " If after making every 
allowance for the incongruities, false theories, fanaticism and the 
common errors attached to Spiritualism only ten per cent, of the 
Mrhole should prove pure and iinpvegnablej it is still as sound 
a science as Chemistry was at tlic beginning of this century, 
which has thrown aside ninety per cent, of the teachings then 
received as truths." 

The naii-ative of Mr. L., recording the marvellous manifes- 
tations of a WIFE to her husband, which I have given in a 
former nimibcr of the Magazine, created as I have found very 
great interest, and has been received with a degree of respectful 
attention, which I confess surprised me, ina^smnch as the Incidents 
embrace a mass of phenomena, which, taken as a whole, exceed 
in wonder anything of the kind that has yet iseen given to the 
world. Although I expressed my entire coniidctice in the in- 
tegrity of the narrator and his facts, I fidly expected they would 
have been seriously questioned, even by many who acknowledge 
the reality of spiritual appearances, and that of course the general 
reader, and especially the members of the press, who for tJie most 

Sart know nothing o^ the subject, would treat them as the greatest 
eluaion of any of those winch liave been seriously endorsed by 
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the advocates uf this great truth. 1 htivcj however, Ueeii agre<>ahly 
disappointed in fiiuliiig that that portion of the press, whicli haa 
given extracts from my paper, ha.s done bo without offensive 
comments, and that the Star and Dial in reviewing the general 
character of my American notes did it in a tone quite unexcep- 
tionable, and thereby led to a deeply interesting diseiisfiion^ pub- 
lished in the columns of that pajier. I am told tbat the editor 
was obliged to biing it to a closCj only on account of the over- 
whebniug number of letters, ex tending t believe toseveralbuntli'eds, 
that were addroased to him 5 a fact whicb in itself proves the 
wide-s[)read interest witlv which the suliject la regarded. Indeed, 
some of tlie most popular writers of the day arc now familiar- 
ising the miuda of tbeir readers with the marvellous, by introducing 
stones of spiritual mauifestaticms into their journals, abuost as* 
wondeifnl as any that I Lave ventured to record. Take for 
instance " ilr. ll.'s own Narrative," wliich appeared recently in 
Mr- Charles Dickens's popular journal of ^4^/ the Year Hound. 
It is gravely introduced by Jir. Dickens to his readers as " A Be- 
inarkable Karrativc,*' which he had received from "a real existing 
person, and a i-esponsible gentleman," aa if he had never before 
nad a remarkable and well-attested ghost story froixi a responsible 
source, I may here state for the satisfaction of the readers of 
the Spiritual Mmjazhie^ that I have since made the acqnaintauee 
uf the gentlctuim wliu Mrote the narrative, and have had tt 
corroborated from his own lips^ with some additional particulars 
strange as any he has published. It is theii'fore a veritable 
story, told by "a re>iponsible gentleman,^' and not, as might have 
been enspcctcd from the way in which Mr. Dickens has been 
wont to treat the subject, a story got up to raise a langli, at the 
credulity of some of his literary comjicerS:j who received long ago 
the light which I ho]3e is now beginning to dawn upon himself 

I mentioned when introducing Mr. L.'s experiences, that Dr. 
J. F. Gray, one of the most respectable physicians of Xew York, 
had first lirought the facta to the notice of the members of the 
Bpintual conlerence of that city, and that he gave very good 
re4i«oii8 for believing that they were genniue, I have now the 
uatiafaction of introducing to my readers a letter, which I have 
just i-eceived ft-om Dr. Gray, corroborative of that statement, and 
one ako froni my friend Sir. L., enclosing a full account of big 
further experiences, which it will be seen are of a ¥ery extra- 
ordinary and deeply interesting cliai-acter. 

The cards referred to and which are in my possession j it raiast 
be undcrBtood, are written vpon hi) the apmfs leithoitt human 
a<;encif^ and therefore, the writing is not 4lone, as we are aecuH- 
tumed to sec it, through the hatid of the medium. The following 
isi Dr, flrav's letter: — ■ 
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" New York, Sept. 30th, 1861, 
" Dear Sir, — As oixr friend Mr* L. is not yet ready to ex- 
emplify his wotidt'rful expei'ieticc by attacliiiig his name to the 
record he sendt^ to you for publication, it aeeraa to become my 
duty to inakc the lack of his naiue good by teatifyiug to the 
accuracy ajid credibility of his Btatenieiits. Mr. L. is by no 
lueaua an cxa^g(irative mau, as you duubtloss found ui your 
close acqiiaiutauce with lilni dmnng your vi^iit to our city. 
Though quick to feel and percrive, he is slow in malting dcduc- 
tious ti'om occiu'reuces around him 5 he is cahn and luuiable in 
deportmentj deliberfite and intrepid in action when his conclusion 
is attained, antl not at all an enthusiitiit or poet, or refonner of 
other luen^a errors and vices, Iti this great topic of our in- 
vestig'ations, he has gathered and registered bis facts witli calm 
pi*eel^ion ; in uo lustanee within my knowledge has he drawn an 
uiference except on the straighto^t line and compulsion of liii* 
fact. He colours uothiug by any, the least, over statement ; 
he omits nothing of imaginable scientific tgIuc. His verbal 
statemeuta to me, and to others in my presence, coiTespond fully 
with the wi'itten report he has drawn froni liia diary, for your use. 
Besides, hia general character for veracity and probity, Mr. L. is a 
competent witness to the impfuiant facts he narrates, because he h 
not in any degree subject to the illusions aiid haUucinations which 
may be supposed to attach to the trance or cxstatic conHtitution. 
I have known him from his very early manhood and am bis 
medical adviser, and I can safely aver that he is less liable to bo 
disturbed by the agitation of others in his society, or misled 
by errors of his own organs of sense, than almost any man 
of my large circle of patients and acquaiutance. I likewise 
knew his late wile (Estelle) from her early cliildhoixl, when I 
became lier pliysiciau, and I can confirm her husband's averments 
as to the moral aud mental iudlcatious of identity contained in 
the comjuunications purporting to come fi'om her to him, and to 
others of her relatives and ftiends. Miss Fox, the medium in 
whose presence Mr. L. receives these grand and useful demonstra- 
tions of spiiit-prescnce and power, has been intimately known to 
my wife aud me from the time she was a very young girl, that 
la to say, fi"om 18.50 to this date. At that early day in th« 
history of the manifestations, she was frequently a visitor in my 
family, and then, through that child alone, without the possibility 
of trick from collusion with otliers, or I may truly add, of im- 
posture of any kind, all the various phenoniena recorded by 
fncnd L., except the reproduction of \'isihlc human forms were 
witnessed by >Irs. Gray and myself and many other relatives 
and friends of our family. Among these I may mention, as 
frequent, attentive, f^nd very able observers, the late Dr. Gerald 
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Hull, my brotlier-in-laTv, and Dr. Warner, my sou-hi-law. Mlas 
Fox 19 a young lady of good education, and of an entirely blame- 
less Hie and character. Her deportment is uuas.simuug-, amiable, 
and void of all artifice or affectation. From her lips my vn£e 
and I have received the same narrations as to the size, colour and 
movementa of the lights exhibited, and as to the action and other 
characteri sties of the beautifid apparition of Estellc, aa those 
heretofore, and now forwarded to yon by Mr. L. To this brief 
statemeut eoiicembig the two principal witnesses and my com- 
petency in some degree to couhnn tbejr tesitiuiouy, 1 may add, 
that a few yeara before this new phase of epirit phenomena 
occurred in Westeni New York (1848) J had conducted a earefid 
series of experiments in Mesmerism, and had attained inatmctivo 
and highly useful results re.^ipectlug the trance state, clairvoyance, 
anesthesia and physical and psychic^il rapport. In thcrie experi- 
ments I was assisted by Dr. llull and a few other leanicd and 
ingenuous men, each one of whom ojkerwnrds became a SpiriiiialisL 
From tliiij preparation iji my own experience, aftin' haxTiig care- 
fully inspected the record:* of my dear friend L.'s intercourse witli 
spirits (of the very first part of which my wife and'I were personal 
witnesses) I can safely and tndy affinn that the whole statement 
he publit^hes is worthy of credit and, in my belief, most accurate. 
*' B. Coleman, Esq., '* Faithfully your friend, 

" London." ' " John F. Gray. 



The further narrative of 5L-. L. will be best given in his own 
worda, as follows: — 

« New York, Oct. 1st, 1861. 

" My dear Sir, — T am in receipt of your letter of the 5th 
ult., and, in accordance with your request, I enclose herawith a 
memorandum of some of my further experience. To bring tlie 
faetiS before you simply as facts, and not as theories, T have made 
extracts from my duiry, and should you desire to give publicity 
to any of thcra, you can make your own selections, ^ on may 
depend upon their entire reliability. They were recorded as they 
nceurred, and arc without exaggeration or coloring. I feel some 
diffidence in presenting such state me uts even to yon, being myself 
astoimded at my own experience. If then to you they may seem 
niarveUtms, how will they be looked upon by those without know- 
ledge but as the ravings of a m adman — or as the wild vagaries of 
delusion. It is difficult to convince the world of facts so contrary 
to general experience, and it is well not to accept them on in- 
sufficient evidence. This has been niy rule of action from the 
commencement of these manifestations, and but for their gradual 
development, step by step, I could never have been prepared for 
such results. The receptive quality of the human mind is ncces- 
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sniilj limited to, and dependant upon, t\m preparatory process ; 
imd the msdom of our Creator in no way more atrikinglj iHant- 
ft'sts itaelfj than in tliia principle of adaptation — and in rendemig 
our condition such, that we reject even great tmthi?, until tlie soil 
has been first prepai'ed to give theiu root. We become familiar 
to-day, witli wliat yesterday we could not realize ; and 1 look 
back now to my first experiences, -which at the time soenic-d 
BO inarvcllonH, and regard them as but the very lowest roniids 
of the ladder which has been leading me towards the Di'vi'ne 
Light. From the glimpses 1 have liud of the spirit-world and 
its beauties, I aJii forced to the cunviction that iu unr carth- 
lifc, we have little conception of the higlter destiny wliich awaits 
ua, In the perpetual and eternally progressive elevation of the 
human soul after it shall have shaken off" ita shackles of flesh, 
1 hope before the winter passe?, when the electrical conditions 
<if the atmosphere become favouralile, to be able to give you 
coiToborative evidence beyond my own, having been prouni^ed 
tliat a circle of foiur, shall witness and bear testimony to the 
truth of these developments. My s^ister has been designated as 
one who can witness them without a disturbing influence. I 
send you herewitliten cards written by spirit-hasids, which I know 
cannot fail to interest you and yftur friends, Mp'ith a memorandiara 
of those which you are at liberty tfi keep if you desire. The 
otliera I will thank you to retuni after you have made .such use 
of them ag you may think proper. The one written in ink wJJl 
no doubt be looked upon with interest. It was done with an 
ordinary steel pen, which, with a glasa inkstand and the card, 
had been placed upon the table in front of us. In the process of 
writing, the pen was frequently heard to strike against tlie mouth 
of the inkstand in obtaining its supplies of ink. I have also had 
others written in ink, and on one occasiiion tn the Jiioniing ; nut, 
however, In a full light, but with the shutters partially closed. 
In exhibiting these cards, do not forget to state that this result 



has only Ijceu arrived at, after 



n^nt 



sittings of 



the most 



patient attention to conditions. At first the initials of the name, 
rudely done, was all tlie spirit could execute; but by perse- 
verance from these rude beginnings, has the writing boeu brought 
to its present state — and it is now executed more or less 
rapidly — aceording to the strength or weakness of the electrical 
atuiosplieric conditions. Nearly all my Bpirit-comniunicationa 
are now written by invisible hands, the spirits expressing a 
ilecided preference for this method over all others as being free 
from inter}>olation, and untincturcd " hy any shadow of other 
mindly The aame may also be stated with regard to tho 
liniiinous phenomena; which, from having been at the outset 
comparatively tlim, and uf the size of an orange ; are now in- 
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tensely bright, of almost any required sizo or eliajie, wltli powei* 
to illuminate and render Yisible fipirit-forms or surroimding ob- 
jects—and tliat wliic'h was only achieved after repeated and long- 
continued experinients, is now aeconipUebed with the greatest 
ease and facility, under ordinarily fayonrable conditione. These 
phenomena can only be witnessed by those having experience, 
whu by this means have become gradually familiarized with 
them, who are possessed of calm self-control in presence of such 
startling manifestations ; and they can never (aceortling to mj 
obser\'ation) be obtained when the circle, cither large or email, 
lA composed of di%'erae and inharmonious persona. The spirit- 
fonn seems too pure and ethereal to withstand the rude gaze of 
the merely curious, or to come into the presence of, and in contact 
with the conflicting doubt? and disturbing influences of mixed 
and nnconfiding natures. One must become partially changed 
and assimilated to peaceful hami onions conditions, or, to a 
certain extent, be en rapporf, before the spirit has power to con- 
centrate and present itself in fonn. I fear I shall have already 
wearied you witli the length of my communicationfl. If, however, 
my experience shall prove of any benefit in gt'vwff Ugld on this 
great trutli, 1 sliall have the satisfaction of having done my duty, 
and of having obeyed the injunction of the spirits * to give it to the 
world,'' 

^' Very sincerely* and tnily yoiira, 
" Benj. Coleman, Esq., London." " L. 

I recommend to my readers an attentive considei'ation of my 
respected correspondent's statement as to the probable means to 
success and causes of failure in obtaining spiritual manifestations. 
The electrical atmospheric conditions of which he speaks, will 
no doubt account for the failures which at times occur even with 
the most powerful mcdinras. We know of course that a want 
of harmony in the circle is another cause of failure, and tends to 
lessen, if it does not altogether destroy the value of an espcri- 
raent. Thus, early inquirera are disappointed if tliey cannot at 
once see and hear something equal to what they have heard of 
from other witnesses, unacqiiamted with the fact that there is 
more or less of specialty with every medium, and, therefore, tliat 
phenomena through different persona will vary both in kind and 
111 degree, 

I have had as much Bxpericnce, perhaps, as most persons in 
observing the impression? made on the minds of the uninitiated, 
when first viewing the spiritual ]ihcnomena. A table rises frona 
the grouud, and is poised in mid-air, for a period of time, more 
or leas, as 1 have seen it do an hundred times, despite of gi^a\4ta- 
tion, and instead of pondering to consider the fact and the 



m 

agcmcy by which so great a marvel has been accomplished, the 
sceptic insli^ts on aoraething^ else being lifted. Why not a chair? 
Why not a sofa or piano? And if neither chair, sofa, nor piano can 
be raised on the instaut^tlie rising of the table goes with him for 
nothing. Thia is thought by many to be quite fair, philosophic 
and rational, aud they have the boldness too to assert that they 
came to the investip^ation in a calm and dispassionate spirit (ree 
fi-om prejudice. The Itcv. Dr. Maitland, in considering the 
evidence for and against this subject, says : — 

" If Samuel Johnson bad madn an affidavit, that twenty 
times in twenty different years be bad seen )iis chair jump over 
his tabic at his word of command, thousands from the day of the 
date of the said affidavit to the present would have thonght tho 
matter worthy of di3cuBsion, even after philosophers had strictly 
forbidden any such goings on, under the penalty of their wrath 
and rebuke. There would have been a constant rectamation 
that Johnson was purblind and stupid j and went to clmrch, and 
always believed everything. 

" Some very sliarp people would be calling for proof of 
Johnson's ever having existed^sonie would denounce the docu- 
ment aa a forgerv, without looking at it — others would quietly 
state that the tiling was impossible, and the story not to be 
listened to by persona of mental cultivation — othei's would satisfy 
Bclcct companions, and perhaps (if very stupid) themselves, by 
asking, " Why did not the table jump over the chair V'' or, " tf 
the chair could jump over the table, wliy could it not crawl 
under it '?" or, " If Johnson's chair did it, whv do not other 
chairs do it?" or, "Why don't I see it, if he did?" But not- 
withstanding alt this, even while this firany philosophy was in 
some sort flourishing, and explanations of detective pliilosophcra 
(the Faradays and Brewsters?) were civilly listened to by those 
Avho could keep their countenances, and wished that what they 
heard might be true, there would still be thousands and tens of 
thousands who would not know bow to get over, or what to 
make of such as affidavit from Samuel Johnson,"* 

The cards sent to me by Mr. L., and now in my possession, 
are certainly marvellous productlona, not that they convey any 
elevated thought or deep philosophy, but that they prove tiur 
intimata and near relation to the spirit- world, and that spirits in 
their intercourse with mortals retain the natural sympathies and 
affections of their earth-life. Two of these cards, the one pnr- 

Eorting to be vcritten by the spirit of Mr. L.'s wife, and the other 
y the spirit of Benjamin Franklin, are here given to the reader, 



* Siiperstitton ami Scieare; an Essay by the Rev. J, R. Maitlani), D,D, 
F.It,S,, and F.S.A. PubltBheii by Kiviiigtotie. 
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fac-^tmiies of the originals. The coming togetlier of two sncli 
opposite spirits ii3 tlie g^entlo, loving wife, ami the sttirily pliilo- 
sopher, wilt bo explaiiiod by a pLu'iisal of the following messages 
receivtid, and tiei*criptioii of the phi/nomena witnessed by Mr, L. 
during a series of continuous sittings, taken from his diary : — 

'"'• July Afli^ IHGL — Upon tlie evening of my birthday, and 
mat btifore leaving home foi' a sojourn in the country, the follow- 
ing message was addressed to me by the Bpirit of mv wife."— 

"Ju]y4th, 1861. 

" ' This moming'^a rising sun foimd me watching by vour bed. 
Did yon, dear Charlcv, feel the kiss you wakened with? How much 
I would say were I m the form, and yet I could not say one Iialf 
that I do nowy for every word la clothed with the spirit from 
ivhom it comes. This day is oi great, worth to me, darlLng, from 
the fact that the greatest joy of my life wag tlien aent into this 
ivoi'ld. 1 am happy to be so closely with you, happier still to 
make you conscious of my prenenee. I often hear you reason 
with others npun this truth. It is well to try to teach them, and 
give thcni Hglit, but talk not to those who will not listen. You 
can preach to the wind, it will not hear you. Tell them, darling, 
tliat the greatest truth, the most improbabie tnith, wneu once 
understood and learned, when once made dear, proves of gi*eat 
value when familiar to an unknown longing for Homethiiig felt, 
yet not seen. What is more important to yourselves than tliat 
you should prepare yourselves daily for the life hereafter- The 
time must come when the soul will return tnitliful and powerful 
to Him wlio gave it. You no sooner wake to a sense of being, 
than you sigh to learii the ftpirifiud part of which yon are fonned. 
I have learned, Charley^ that we commence to five here before 
we are honi into the worhh The soul aspires ever higher and 
higher where it is piit'e. The spirit changes with the life ; bless- 
ings attend patience and forbearance. I shall go with you to- 
morrow, and, oh, I hope that I shall be able to give you some 
Bweet tokens of my presence. 1 will if I can. While I write 
Doctor Franklin is aiding me. The atmosphere weakens, and 1 
will say good uiglit : good night, and BtHi I cannot go or say 
good night without a desire to say more. My darling, what a 
blessiiig we have: what a privilege. Be happy. Meet soon 
again. Your dear head sliaU rest near mine to-night, while 
blessmgs fall on us both. Doctor Frankhn will shew himself to 
you soon. We will both come together, (jood night, good 

" ' ESTELLE. 

1861.'" 



night, 

" ' July 4, 



" J»(h/ 15t!/j 1861. — The following card was written upon 
my return froui the country. I was at home alone, luy family 
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Wmg absent, and a littlo I'elicj which had disappPMred bejbrtti 
haiHiig (two weeks before) was returned with the message — 

'^' ' Dear Charley,— I return the lltth? relic with many blesa- 
ingfi, and many kiBses. Will you aceept them all ¥ 1 shall be 
with yuUj Charley, in our house, I ^vill walk by your side in tho^ 
shade of the evening, and in the morning time you will not miss 
me, for I shall be there. You will not feel and. How could you, 
wiieii I fihiill be near to comfort you. I say you will not. 1 
mean, dear, that you viust not. Be happy — 1 am — aud never 
undervalue these gi'fM blessings. Teach others to value theui. 
God bless vou evermore, and let not a tshadow erosa the bright 
interior. Let not the counteracting opinions of othcra jar upon 
the truths given so freely to you, lest I too become disturhedj 
and a barrier he placed between our two souls whioli now breathe 
together. Men imderatanJ too Httle of this world, and forget 
that tliQ other is its coimtei*part, only pun Bed from mi. Yet we 
must all have charity. To err is human. The light of a Boul 
is easily blown out. TJie shadows will grow louger upon it if 
pennitted to remain and become sorrows. Never doubt, as faith is 
believing in God. The gi'eat star lights your path, and flowers 
bloom for ua both. God bless you. Good night, but not good 
bye. Good night. ^' ' Estelle.' " 

" Julif 21.-?)*, 1861. — At the expiration of the usual half hour of 
quiet, the bolt of tlie lock was turned violently backwards and 
forwards, and various other demonstrationB took place, eueh as 
striking violently upon the bureau with a Bible lying thereon. 
The rustling, and a tap upon my shoulder, Indicated the preseuee in 
form of the spirit. My head was pushed gently fonvard by spiiHt- 
hands, and bent towards the table to prevent my looking in the 
direction of the light, and soon after the electrical rattle approach- 
ing, we raised our Iicada to see the same beautJftd spirit sur- 
rounded with flowi'rs; while bending over her left shoulder, 
another face was indistinctly visible. As a spirit purporting to he 
Dr. Frauklin had promised to make an effort to appear on this 
occasion, I looked for him. My wife aoon appeared again, when I 
found that by turning my gaze from her, she could approach much 
nearer, and thu.-i re-appeared very vividly four or five tunes, the 
wiiole expression and Buiilc being perfect; during the last two or 
throe appearances, £ noticed a dark iigure indistinctly standing at 
her right, between myself and her. Some ten or fifteen iniuutea 
now elapaed, when from behind us was heard a movcmont and a 
striking upon something like glass, with a clear sound, reienihling 
the tone of a silver belL This as it approached iia, wa? placed near 
my left ear, aud was struck vigorously, the reverberation passing 
to ditferent ])arts of the room. The tone was exqui^^ite ; at first 
rather solemn, but becounlrig more and more musical and agreeable. 
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The iiic*linm a».^urcd mc there was no gksa ware or vessel of 
a-uvkiiKl in thi> roonij and my aubsoquont examination pirovcd the 
con'cctness of the ii:i:iertion, Tlie spirit at the siime time infunned 
me that it was not a material but a »pirit(irti I'mtrumeuf. brought 
by r>r. P^raiiklin. Tliis instrument, whatever it was, was fre- 
quently plaecd {»n my head, and rldjhed ag'ainat it and my back, 
fcoUnt^ like a glass globe of about six inches in diameter. It 
was also placed against my ear after having been struck. Its 
vihrationa were distinctly felt, and its revRrberatioua became abnoat 
deafening. I was tohl to sing. 1 did bo. The instrument 
was ilrunimed upon in perfect time to an air, with sounds 
sufficiently loud to be heard in other rooms in the house. This 
donp, more vigoroui^ atrokea were made, the instrument being 

Sushed towards my ear, and white the reverberations were 
ying away, I fonnd tlie spirit could, l*y its aid approach nie with 
wonderfully augmented facility. Dmnng this time 1 waa kissed 

k<repeated!y, and a successfid eifort to speak was made a few 
distinct words however only being articulated, A half or 
three-quarters of an hour having thus been spent, the Bounds 
ceased, and shortly after the spirit of my wife again appeared in 
gi'cat splendinir, a]ipriiachin^ very near, and this time the iigiu-e 
of a man was dtstmctty x'tsihle. He acenied short, thick set, 
Iieavy, with broad slinnlders, dressed in black, and wearing a 
black velvet cap, the ailk tassel of which hmig dangling about 
SIX iuclies long in front of his face. Here the uiediuui became 
very nei-^'ons, and I have no doubt prevented tlic face being 
made more distinctly visible. I aaw a face diadyj but no recog- 
nisable features; while those of my wife were radiant. A second 
md third time the effort waw renewed, bnt the force had become 

^exbauHted by the wonderful manifestations go i«»ng continued, 
when wc were told that vtnuplcfe fiuccfifn hml been prevented hif 
our starts and exclamations. The following explanation was written 
upon a card. ' The echo you heard waa brought for the purpose 
of aiding me in speaking. It waa an invention of Dr. Franklin'^ 
for me. You see that he is still useful and great. How grateful 
t am to him ; how grateful you sbotild all be. You shall hear 
uuistc from heaven soon. — KsTELF.r;.' By raps, I received the 
following, as well as answers to my questions—-' Dear Sou, Yon 
do not know the great object I have iu future for you.— B, F/ 
Question by me, ' Why am I selected for these developments V 
Answer — * Yon are the only person we have found who could 
come in otu" pers«>nal .sphere and respond to eveiy cuudition.' 
Question—' What enables me to come into your aphcrc ?' 
Answer — * The urganiMation and Intonor mind ; the soul and 
evimprohension; you baA'c all combined in a fine spiritual sense. 

r' — B. F,' 1 scarcely need say that with my usual care 1 minutely 
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examined every part of the roora before unlocking the door, and 
could &id no trace of atiytliiiig; by or upon wliich tLe sounds dc- 
acribcd could have been produced. The tiamG jfheiiowena again 
occurred a few ereuhigs suhsequeitfli/ ictfh the same rejudts.'"' 

^''Julif 25, 1861. — After tbeujiuul preliminary and the electrical 
rattle, lUYwife stood by uie in all hor beauty, and, on this occasion^ 
her complete figure, dressed froui head to fe>ot In white, with rosesj 
and her liali' boimd with what seemed to be a narrow blue velvet 
ribbon, the endsj of the hair being vi-<ible over her right shoulder 
appeared. Above her head wa3 tlic bright gauze previoTisly de- 
scribed. Her feat tires and expression were perfect, and she caine, 
apparently, with groat ease and withnxit cftort. After appearing 
once, she rapped out upon my shoidder as follows — ' 77.!^ next 
time I (ipjMutr^J Wiilhnnff a little glaji.'i.^ She soon came, holding 
in her hand a small oval mirror about three inches long, the 
glass f^ltsteuing in the light. An indistinct figure {supposed to 
be Dr. F.) seemed to hold the light lilte a lauthom ; his dark 
ann pa.'ising acro&slier waist, while his wliole figure was distinctly 
viaiblc. She -seemed now to cnmr, with her little mirror more 
eaaily tlian ever before, and returned to us at least a dozen 
times, in loveliness and beauty beyond description. My theory 
is, that the mirror was Intended to attract and divert a portion of 
our gaze, which at time.^ is no doubt too strong for spmtual 
presence, 1 have frequently olisei-vcd that looking intently at 
the light Itself disturbs its briglitncsi*, and listening to spirit- 
Bouudfj with great fixedness disturbs them also. 

^^ August 18, 1861, 8 jij.m. — Present, the niedlnm and myself. 
Atmosphere heavy and wann. Carefully examined the room, locked 
the door, took the key and made all secure. Sat in quiet half an 
hoiir,whena Mpherical oblong ligbt, enveloped in folds, rose from the 
floor to our foreheads, and rested upon the table in front. By 
raps — ' Notice how noiselessly we come.' Heretofore the light 
had generally appeared after a sncceaaion of startling sounds and 
movements of movealde objects ; but in the present InstAnce, 
all was quiet. From this time, 8.30, till 11.30, the light was 
constantly vielble, but In different fonns. It remained npon 
the table a full half hour, the ahf. and shape of a large melon. 
As duiiiig ihis time it was passive, I asked If it conld rise, 
whereupon it immediately brightened, flashed out, and rising,, 
seemed a h^ig breathing substance. By raps — 'This la our most 
importiint meeting, for it brings to onr circle two powerful spiiita 
great and good.' The light became gradually more powerful, 
and so brilliant upon the side o])poaite ua as to illuramnte that 
part of the room. It now rose from the table, resting upon my 
head and shoulder, the drapery in the meantime touching and 
falling upon our faces, with a peculiar scent of violet!*. Aft 
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resting upon, and pressing my head and shoulder, with tJte 
'Weight of a licing he-ad, it descended to the floor. I waa 
now satisfied that tho piimoso of this mcptiug was some other 
than the appearance of the spirit of my mfe. The lia;ht 
now rose with increased brilliancy, shoiATJig^ a head upon winch 
v-'aa a white cap surrounded by a frill. Seeing no face, I 
aaked what tliis meant. The reply was by rapa — * As when I 
teas ?7^.' This waa con-ect, for it was to all appearances the 
peculiar cap worn by my wife during her last illness. This 
haviiig passed away, the light appeared again very biHUiantly, 
showing a crown composed apparently of oak leaves and flowera, 
a very ver^ beautiful manifeBtation. I had brought with me on 
this occasion some new cards of a larger size^ diiierent from any 
before used, and !iad placed upon two of them private marks. 
These I put upon a book on the table. In a few minutes they were 
taken from the book, and one of tliem appeared near the floor, 
suspended three or four inches from the carpet — I coixld not 
judge accurately- — but the light brightly showed the centre card 
and radiated from each side to a distance of some three or four 
inches — or, in other words, the card was the centre of a circle of 
splrit-lightj of a foot in diameter — while an imperfectly-shaped 
hand, hohhng my small silver pencil, was placed upon the card and 
moved quietly across from left to right, as though writing, and when 
finishing a line, it moved quickly back to recommence another. 
We were not permitted to look at this very long at a time, as our 
steady gaze disturbed the operating forces — -but it remained more 
or less visible for nearly an hour. The full-formed hand was seen 
only a portion of the time, but during ail this time, a dark aub- 
Btance, rather araaller than the natural hand, held the pencil and 
continued to wiite. One side of the card beuig finished, we saw 
tt reeersed and the other page commenced. This ia satisfactory 
evidence of the reality of spii'it- wilting, if any evidence can be 
satisfactory. There could have been no possible deception here. 
I held the medium's hand : the door was locked, aud every pre- 
caution was taken by me as in previous instances, The identical 
cards were returned subsequently covered with the finest writing. 
I send them herewith : — 

" AtiguM 21i*(, 1861.^ — ^The following card was written in ex- 
planation of the electricid chain, and its being broken: — 

^' ' The thread when broken is hard to mend, the work ia not ea ay 
to get your conditiona right, wo surround you mth influences which 
aid you to see us ; these influences are so fine and pui*e that we 
find it difficult to keep them. WTicn the chain is broken for a 
long period the mind seems changed, Uie conditions become less 
electncal, and that which wc worked so long to make perfect, 

For instance — You take a 

E 



dissolves into more material things 
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root ami transplant It ; it-* growth is retarded, and it takes a long- 
time to re-bloom iu ita new change of soil. Were you to ccaBC 
youriiivestigntroiia now and lose your xijtureist~y our ardejicy — wcs 
could not come in form. Yon know not how mncli depends on 
you for all the blessings you receive, dai'liiig — heaven is hright 
and hesiutiful. My home is there nndistnrbud by thu cares of 
eiirth, unshadowed by aoiTowa — Oh, how happy, how bleascd in 
you am I my own ! How can 1 say enough! I walk with you 
daily through the awect eompanionship of your thoughts. I hover 
over you at uight, aud cover you with my mantk of love. AVhile 
you sleep and dlre;un of me, idaions of the future come silently 
and vividly to you. Oh, my loved one, do you know how happy 
you make me by your faith and trust in me ! Your own in 
heaven. ' * " Estelle.' " 

^'' Aitgustj 28M, 1861.— The following explanation of the 
disappearanee of cards, &c., was written by the spirits :— 

'* ' My diu'hng — We conceal the cards, in the ephcre of the 
medium, and nuike tliem invisihle to the naked eye as other 
atmospherical substances are. You have yet to learn that tlie 
atraofipht're has great pov^er, and does great wonders for the 
creation of men. We conceal the cards in the shadow of our 
spiritual atmosphere, and then we fiun'ound them with an elec- 
tricjil covering which Tvithdraws them fi-ora the sight. Let Dr. 
Franklin explain, he can better. " ' Ehtelle.' 

[By raps] : — '* Do not bo disappointed at the writing. The 
excitement in your mhid disturbs me, and makes my hand quiver." 
[The writing of both the prcrious and the following caa'd was 
iiTcgnlar, and not as well done as usual.] Explanation continued 
by Dr. F. :— 

*' *■ Let me exploin the disappearance of the cards. We first 
Bpiritualiao them so that you eaimot ace them, then we. retain 
them between the two spheres, the natural aud the spirituaL In 
tliia way we can often make material objects so spiritual that the 
naked eye cannot behold them, and thus retain them between tlje 
two spheres. We use eleruente of tlie atmosphere for our channel, 
and the elements of the atmosphere are the channel through which 
we manifest. Paper is moat etusily made invisible. Be not 
doubtful when things appear vague and incomprehensible.-^ B. F,'" 

^'' iSepteinher lliA, — The following directions were written 
upon a card — ► 

'^' ' Mtidt on Friday evening, for the purpose of seeing me in 
form. The; hour, hidf-partt seven ; the place upstairs. Let yotir 
minds be cidm and uiuKsturbcd ; have faith, and do not naar the 
BuccesB by making csclamations. My son, fulfil tlie conditions, 
and I will appear as naturally as when on earth. Once more, I 
entreat you, be eahn; be not disturbed; have faith. The circle 
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will all be hero to aid me. Wonder not at their wish to come. 
Of one claj God hath fonued us all, and the good love to come 
where they can do good. Friday will be otir greatest nianifestatjon 
yet given, but not the greatest to be given.— ^B. h\ ' My darling, 
you have at times diaturbed dear Dr. Franklin by your little 
impatience. Do you know how much depends upon you ? By 
getting up, you greatly disturb ua. Do not leave your scat 
uutil we tell you. Every time you get up, you break the chaiji. 

— KSTELLE.' '* 

^^ Friday Everting , Septemher 13j 1861. — Unfortunately, the 
appointment for this evening, at half-past seven, was not punc- 
tually kept, and it was half-past eight before we were seated at 
the table. I locked the door, taking the key after the usual 
careful examination of the room. We sat in quiet for three 
quarters of an hour, when I became impatient from the length 
of time elapsing without a demonstration and waa answered — 
' No failure to-niffltt, he patient.^ I was then told to ' ojmn the 
tcimloiD ' to admit fresh air, and afterwards to ^ darken,^ Imme- 
diately upon resuming ray seat, alight appeared upon the floor some 
four or hve feet behind us, and rose with a rustling and rattling 
sound. This light assumed the fonn of a cylinder or canister, 
about six inches long by three in diameter, enveloped as usual in 
exquisite folds, while after each display a dark coveiing was 
thrown over it. This cylindrical light was waved over the 
table and shaken, producing the electrical rattle, and throwing 
its radiations upon the spirit, who was now discovered to be 
standing directly in front, where she remained for an unusual 
length of time, frequently changing her floral decorations, and 
assuming a great variety of positions. At first, she appeared as 
she bad done before; then, with a large rose in her hau', placed 
behind the temple. The light then had the dark covering thrown 
over it. A rattling was heard. She again appeared, and a 
small white roae was seen on her forehead; and again, ivith a lock of 
hair drawn across one eye ; then again, with a bunch uf white tube- 
roses just behind the left ear in her hair. 1 ajiked to see her 
hand, when she came forward holding a pink rose and violets — 
the hand and arm distinctly %''isible. By raps, we were told to 
• Notice the fioicers^^ which seemed so natural that 1 asked If they 
were not real flowers. The answer was, ' I'e*, realjiowers to as.' 
The room was wanii, and a pearl-handled fan, wbtch had been 
in use, was lymg upon the table, together with a blank card, 
which had been placed there accidentally. Suddenly, in the 
absence of the light, the fan was heard to move, and open and 
shut. Upon the next appearance, I was very much astonished 
to see tlie spirit of my wife etauding before us, hohling the fan 
open before a portion of lier face, while the blank card was held 
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hy a dark fonn about a iViot aijove the tabic, the Iiglit Rhiiimgfiill 
upon each. By raps, it was spelt, 'Dr. Fnntkh'n hohh lite Cttn^.'' 
On look'uig carefully while the card seemed thus suspended, I dis- 
covered a dark fonu hehind it, but saw no other face but that uf 
my wife. The fan was opened and shut several times in tuU 
view while wc were looking at It, and aftenvarda it was placed 
in my hand. llie card was taken fruin its firsnt poBition, and 
held in front of tlie spint'a eyen like a mask, and both the fan 
and the card were seen in a variety of positions. For an hour 
and a half the spiiit thus stood before us, at intervnls invisible ; 
but during these intervals of invisibility, the changes of poattion 
aud of flowers and robes were arranged, each change being 
accompanied by the rustling sounds so often adverted to. The 
light frequently rested upon the bead or shoulder of the medium 
'^ fffiflterimj power ^^ and in eonsc(|ucnec of the nervousness thus 
produced, and the delay at the outset, the spirit pui-porting to be 
Dr, PVanklin, probably found it difficidt, If not impossible j to 
make himself visible. 

'' September 14/A, 1861. — The following card was written on 
Saturday evening, Hept. 14, after my return fi-om a drive in the 
Central Park. A band of music had enlivened the scene, and the 
music, together with the beauty of the park, is alluded to ;— 

'"1 have been with you to-day, dear Charley. I kissed 
your brow, and many times looked in your face to see if U still 
wore that look of peace and hapjjincHS which I love to see. 
Tour thoughts were of the earth, but mine were with yoUj and 
tliotigh music filled the air, there was iiotliing so sweet to me aa 
your voice. The cendean heaven holds more happiness than tlie 
beautiful place which yon have to-day visited ; but there are no 
fields un cartli half so bcautifid as those through wbicb your I 
* Estellc' wanders to bless her Charley. There are pleasant 
paths on earth for you to walk in, green and fresh. There ia a 
sky above you, cabn and serene. There are clouds also, which 
will often come to mar the happiest moment. The flower fadethj 
the grass withcretb, and the sky above you grows dark and 
gloomy ; but the happiness that we feel, and the light which we 
have given you, livew for ever. Oh, dear Charley, what if 
weary eareri come'? What, if disiippointmenta shadow over you? 
Bear them all ^Vhat are the troubles of life to Ijoar, when you 
have one in heaven to Hhare them with you? Always be happy, 
dear Charley, fur 1 share botli your hapiiinesa and sorrow. I 
long to coftie to you sgain in foi-m. I long to island before you 
as naturally as when in the earth-fonn. I long to speak to you 

face to face. Love to dear patient httle C. . Good night, 

good night. 

"'ESTEJ.LE.'" 
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" Sept. 15, iSfil. — Copy of card written on the above date — 

" ' My Son — Wlieii tlie atiiiosjihere is coldj we shull have no 
difficiiltiesj no oTwtriictiona, aiid tlie pruraises which we have 
made will be striclly fulHUed with many blessings. Of one 
thing let rac w.irn i/oiu When you sit at homej avoid exertion 
of any kind, but more particularly warn those who sit with you 
to avoid all and any exertioa on their part, lest tliev cause lu- 
v^oliuitary movements of the tai>lB, and thus mar the beautiful 
truths which should never be tarnished by tbonght, word or deed. 
We can accomplish all without the nid of mortals, and bitter 
will be tlie lite of those who attempt to deceive, or misuse 
this tinith. Your truth and sincerity are bright gema in your 
nature. This is why I take pleasure in communicating with 
you, aud this \s why 1 have chosen you to work through. My 
eon, good night. '"Benj. Fuanklin.' " 

" ' Written communt cations are not tinctured by the reflec- 
tion of anotlicr mind. We curae to you without a shadow. 
ITiis 18 why we are so happy to write onr messages. 

"'Benj. Franklin.'" 

" Sepfembei' 22ndy 1861. — By accident we were behind time 
about half an hour, when the foHowing reproof was WTittcn on 
a card, which I scud to you. 

*' ' My Son — I'romptnesg is requisite always to accomplish 
great object b. A kingdom has been lost before now, for want of 
punctuality; hence it is, that we often fail in fulfilling a promise, 
and are obliged to wait for some future opportunity to carry 
out our wishes aud promiaes, which we would never fail m were 
the conditions favourable. Always keep in your mind the 
importance of the electrical chain which unites us with yourselves. 
We ai-e very finely linked, and therefore the connection is very 
easily marred. When I name a meeting for the purpose of 
coming to you in form, you must endeavour to be hei'e at the 
very moment, as wo lose power by waiting for you ' to gather.' 
We are always ten minutes before the time, and when I was in, 
tlie fonu, 1 never kept a party waiting for me —never failed to 
meet all my engagements. Once, when quite a lad, nut being 
able to find my hat, I walked five miles bareheaded, in order to 
get a fiituattou in a printing-office. The time is approaching 
when tfU that we have promised will be fulfilled. Sly sou, you 
[have a better conception of this subject, ami more clearly under- 
etand it than some who have studied it for years. Be firm and 
faithful to your faith. " Ben.i. Fkanklin.' " 

" S*>vi(i7id>er 2Vtif(, ISfil, — Aftei- the usual pi'elimiiiariea, a 
terrific knock upon the table startled us. This was made by a 
heavy piece of marble, by chance lyin^ upon the bureau, which 
was brought across the room by the &piritB for Uie purpose. A 
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brUliant light now roso, accompamed with rustlings and the 
electrical rattling aud the spirit of my wife stood before us 
' enveloped in white and Jhwers.^ Her face was radiant with 
spiritual life au<l beauty and expression. The light was held 
by an outstretched arm and hand passing across her waist, and 
diaplayiug dimly the figiu:e to which it belonged. After five 
'or six appearances of my wife, the light rested upon the floor 
eome 10 feet distant from me, then rising, it suddenly darted 
across the room backwards and forwards, until having gained 
Bufficient power, it flashed brightly upon the wall, and brought 
into relief the entire figure of a large he.ivy man, who stood 
before us. He was rather below the medium height, but broad- 
shouldered, heavy, and dressed in black, his back towards U8, and 
his face not visible. He appeared thus three times very perfectly, 
remaining in view each time for about a minute. I'^he moment 
his entire form was discerned by us, rappings commenced simul- 
taneously La all parts of the room, which continued during 
the time he was in sight, as if to espreas delight at the aebieve- 
ment of a new success. On asking if the spirit wc saw was that 
of Dr. Franklin, we were answered in the affiiinative by three 
heavy dull knocks upon the floor, as though made by a heavy 
foot, which were several times repeated. During this sitting the 
spirit i)i' my wife approached, tapping me upon the shoulder, 
smoothing my hair, and caressing me, wJn'h her long tresses as 
natural as in life dropped over my face.^ with the peculiar scent 
of delicatii fresMif gafhereit violets. A new and veiy curious 
manifeatation now took place, shewing iig how the echoes were 
produced, and there was spelt out t ' Darling^ have you not be&i 
reioarded f The light in producing these echoes or explosions 
assumed a lily shape, nearly the size of my head, and so brilliant 
as to light the entire surface of a table and the centre of the room, 
BO that Mi a a Fox and 1 could see each other distinctly, as well 
as various objects in the room. Then bounding up and down 
from the surface of the table some 12 or 18 inches it struck the 
table, and descending on my arm, produced the raps or echoes." 

" Septemher 27. — ^The ioUowing was written upon a card, in 
explanation of the manifestations of last evening t — 

" ' My darling — I was so happy to come here to you last night 
with Dr. Frankliji ; and on that sweet occasion when I could 
come in flowers and white robes, with a crown of happiuess. I 
was very happy, and I know that dear Dr. Franklin was over- 
joyed. He lost his power in lending all his aid to me. Next 
time you will see his face : the effort last night aided him greatly 
for the next meetmg. Good night, darling. " * Estelle.' " 

a i "\Yg -^yigji jou^ tQ meet to-morrow nighty but not for the 
purpose of seeing us, Wc will not attempt again to come in 
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form until wc liave a cold atmoapliore ; but it is wcU to meet 
ut'teiij in order to keep the chain ptirfect. Great niaiili'estattotis 
are in preparation for you. I long to come again in foiTn ; it 
must be on a cold uiglit. ** ' B. F.' " 

'* On another evening I wrote a niiraber of questions for 
Dr. Franklhi to answer, which was done catcg'oriRaliy in writing, 
on cards, which I also aciid to you, I think it only necessary to 
daim especial attention to the following ; — 



Questions for Dh, Fhankun. 
No. I,— For a test, I wish vou to give 

me the yeiir of yoiir Uirtli ? 
A'o, 2. — Alaothat of yourdojjatture ? 



Answers . 

Ao. 1. — ^I wag bom in tlie year 
1706. 

No, 2. — Departed the enrth-life in 
the year 1790, Hfter a calm 
struggle for life on the iiifjht of 
April 17tli, )i little before mid- 
night.* 



" The queationa were put hy me without premeditation, and 
without being seen hy any one ; and it is most important ttiat I 
should add, neither I vor the mcdtmn knew the date of Dr. 
Frfoddtii'H hirth vr Jcoth, which , on reference afterwards, I was 
pleased and Burprlaed to find had been curi-ectly given by the 
spirit. " L- — -." 



In a former number of the Magazine, I gave tlie history of tho 
spiiit-drawings in my posseaaion ubtnined thrungh the niedjumshjp 
of Mrs. French and Mrs. Mapes, which havo cxciU;d very great 
intercat, 

Mrs. Mapos, it will be recollected, had never been Instructed, 
and had no knowledge of drawing, but spiritually influenced, ishe 
now produces mtjst jvcrl'ect specimens of the art in water colours. 
Of the two drawings which Mrs. Mapes kindly pre^scuted to rae— 
one is an iris, and the other is a colleetiou of Amcncan autumnal 
leaves. Both were c^mmeac^d nad cornphted in litih mo-re thun 
an /tour / It waa suggested to me that no artist could copy tbeui 
in leea than two days. I am now told by Mr. Heapliy, an artist 
of known celebnty, who has examined them with great care, that 
there is a peculiar stereoscopic effect in one of the drawing.^ which 
cannot be iniitiited by any proccgs known to tlie artists of this 
country. This testimony is most inipi*rtant and interesting, and 
confirms, to a certain extent, the spiritual origin which Is claimed 



* " On thti 17th of April, 1790, about 11 u'cloct at night, lie qitictly ejcpiccrt, 
closiiijr a long and uBct'u) Ulo of 84 year? ami three nitnitlis." — V{ile Lijfe I'f 
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for these drawings. Tlie following is Mr. Heaphy's note to me 
on tho subject, wliich I publish with hia permiesion : — ■ 

" 5. Bulstr ode-street, Manchester-square, 
October 20th, 1861, 
" My dear Sir, — I was greatly interested in the di-awings you 
showed to me as having been executed by, or with the aid of^ 
•pLrits* You arc aware, that while 1 respect the arguments of 
the Spiritualista, I am not a, Spiritualist myself. I must, how- 
ever, aay that the draivings in question possess many peculiar 
points, espeeialJy one of them reprcsentuig' a number oi leaves of 
plants. This drawing h highly coloured ; aud, on being looked 
at through a powcrfiil lena, the surface of the leaves — especially 
of the red one — possesses a reality of appearance quite stereo- 
seopic. Indeed, I waa obliged to pass my finger repeatedly over 
the surface of the paper to assure myself that the surface was 
flat. Having been an artist from my childhood, more especially 
In water colours—as was my father before me^^I think that I 
am pretty well acquainted with all tlie processes used in painting j 
but I must candidly contest that 1 know of no process by which 
the effect I mention can be produced • and were I to offer any 
wmi of money, however large, to-morrow, for the production of 
fiuch a work, I shoidd not expect to obtain it. Though, as I said 
above, I am no Spiritualist, yet, m. a matter of a work of art, I can 
have no objection in stating my honeat opiuion. 

" I remain, dear Sir, yours faithfidly, 
" B. Coleman, Esq." " TuOilAS Heaphy. 

My first introduction to Spiritualism occurred in tlie early 
part of 1855. At that period, I resided in the village of Ealing, 
and within a few doors of the residence of Mr. and lira. Eymer, 
at whoiie house Mr. Home, the celebrated medium, was then 
living as one of the family. 

Aa Mr. RjTncr and I travelled to town every day by the 
same conveyance, I was told by him of the wonders then taking 
place nightly at hia house through Mr. Home's medinmship. 



Being invited to join a circle, I heard, for the first time, the 



rapping sounds. 1 held an accordion in my own hand apart from 
any one, whilst the air I asked for was most beautifully played 
upon it, and I witnessed a variety of phenomena, that at once 
satisfied me of a reality of which I had no previous conception. On 
another occasion, I saw at his house and felt the spirit-hands^ and I 
was present when a large-sized drawing-room table rose gradually 
and steadily to the ceiling of the room, and descended again to 
the floor, with no more sound, than if it had been a snow-flake. 
I know that amongst some hundreds of visitors, who were trccly 
invited during the montha Mr. Home resided witli Mr. Rymer, 
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Sir Edward Btilwer Lytton, and Sir David Brewsterj attended 
more tliau one s^ance^ and were witnesses of some very striking 
phenomenaj and that Mrs, TroUope, the talented authoress, who, 
as she herself said, made the journey from Florence for no other 
object, than to see these wonders for herself, was also a visitor. 
She remained many days in the house with Mr. Home, and had 
almost hourly proofs of the presence and agency of spirits. After 
this lady left, she wrote a letter to Mrs. Rynier, m which she 
said, " My visit has given a pillow to my old age I little dreamt 
of." I refer to these early reminiscences for the purpose of intro- 
ducing the name of an American lady, who an'ived about that 
period, and became the guest of the Rymer family, I allude to 
Mrs, A, E, Newton, of Boston, a quiet, miassuraing person of child- 
like appearance and manncrsj but gifted, in a remarkable degree, 
with mediumistlc powers of a very high order. She could not in- 
duce physical manifestations 5 but she saw spirits — waaimpresscd by 
them — impelled to act independently of her own volition j and her 
organs of speech would at times be controlled by minds foreign 
to ber own. The apiritg of fiienda or relatives oi the individuals 
with whom she was in conversation, would speak through her. 
whilst she was apparently in her nonnal condition. She appeared 
to be an earnest Christian woman, thorougMy versed in the Bible, 
which she quoted with great readiness, and she talked at all times 
with an ease and fluency which was surprising, and seemed like 
inspiration. 

To the advantage of having made this highly gifted lady's 
acquamtance, I owe a great source of happLness, It was her 
earnest eloquence, that first impressed ray mind with the meaning 
and tendency of what at first appeared to me, whether uiflucnceo. 
or not by spirits, to be undignified and objectless manifestations. 
1 soon, however, through her brilliant exempUfications, reahzed 
the wisdom of the words of the Apostle Paul, when he eays that 
'* God hath chosen tlie foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise, and the weak things of the world to confound the mighty." 
Thus was the blank wall of ignorance and educated prejudices 
at tlijs time overthrown, and an entirely new vista opened to my 
refreshed senses. I accepted the fact tliat these manifestations 
were effected by spirits, and I thus saved myaelf from being 
further bewildered by tihc fritile and contradictory theories of 
pamdo philosophers. 

I recollect an incident occumng at that time which conclusively 
proved Mrs, Newton's mediuniship. A Mr. Hohnes engaged her 
one evening in conversation. He was confessedly a materialist, 
and of courae an unbeliever in Spirituahsm. He started several 
propositions, wliich she cnmbatea in language so eloquent, and 
mauiier so earnest, and with reasoning so logical, that Mr. Hohnes 



was speedily driven into a coniev, and at Icngtli he said, "WeU, 
wellj ail that you have urg^cd may be true, but it docs not con- 
vince me, and indeed nothing wJU^ until I have direct evidence 
from some one wlioso memory 1 revere. If, for inst^incej I could 



obtain a munifeatatlon from my mother, it would go far to 
" Why," exclaimed Mrs. Newton, " it 
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satisfy my doubts. " 

your motlier'a spirit who has impressed me to speak these truths to 
you; I aee her standing by your side j her nanio is Betsy, and 
she is accompanied by the spirit of your child Ellen ; tlicy implore 
Tou to believe that there i« & spirit- world and a life immortal." 
Mr. Holmes's comit4^nance changed, and he l>ecariie silent. I asked 
him if he recognized the names, and he admitted that his mother's 
name was Bctay, and thtit he had lost an infant daughter, whoso 
name waa Ellen* But the seed in this uistante was scattered on 
" stony ground," as I found, on meeting him some years after, 
that he was still an unbeliever. 

On my amval at Boston, I at once made a visit to my in- 
teresting friendj and was introduced to her husband and children, 
ilr. Newton I knew, of course by reputation, as one of the beat 
writers and most eamcBt advocates of tlie spiritual faith, and bj 
hia contributions to various periodicals, and his papers recently 
published in tlie J3j}irifuaJ Mugaune ; he \% known to many in this 
country, and recognized by all, aa an excellent Christiiua man and 
a profound philosopher. He and his gifted wife were respected 
members of a Congregational Church, at Boston, from w^hich body 
they felt compelled to secede, about eight years ago, upon their 
conversion to a behef in Spirituahsm. Since then, they have 
Buffered severe trials for the maintenance of their faith ; and I 
Lope those who have received pleasure and advantage from their 
teachings will join with me in raising the means of presenting to 
Mr. and Mrs. Nevrton some substantial testimony to mark our 
appreciation of the services they have rendered to the cause. 
Iheir reasons for seceding from the CoTigregationaliats were 
given hi a letter, which they addressed to the members of the 
Church; and as this letter will best illustrate the characters of 
Mr. and 3Ii*a. Newton, and at the same time convey nmch iisefril 
and interesting instruction to my readers, I feci that I cannot do 
better tlian to transfer a portion of it to these pages, and in doing 
so I especially invite the attention of those who admit the facts but 
insist on the phenomena being of Satanic origin — to the clear and 
unanswerable position taken up on this head, in their eloquent 
address, from which I make the tbUowlng e3:tracts : — * 

" Dear Brothers and Sisters, — The undersigned are induced 
to intrude themselves upon your attention in this extraordinary 

• Minhtrif of Angeh Bealisal: A Letter to the Edwardb Gongregatioiiai 
Cliurch, boBtmi, U.8, BiulIiSrer London. 
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manncFj in consequence of a series of nio?t extraordinotry events 
and experiences, to which, in the providence of God, they have 
recently been calledj and which, they conceive, lay upon them the 
burden of an unusual duty. 

" Our ' manner of life ' from the time when we became con- 
nected with you in church relationehip, is known to you aU,,-^to 
Borne of you it is known for a much longer period,—-' that after 
the most etraitest sect of oiu* religion we have lived' Orthodox 
Con^egationalists. When we sought to he received into your 
fellowship, it was from the sincere desire, as expreiised at the 
time, to render ourselves more usefiil in the kingdom of Christ, 
and thus to attain higher degrees of advancement in spiritual 
life ; though we wish not to be understood as claiming any special 
purity of motive in this respect, liVhen we assented to your 
creed, it was with sincerity and cordiality, believing it to embrace 
a very accurate cjiitomc of the Christian faith, according to the 
light we then had. And we bad little expectation, at that time, 
that any further light would dawn upon us or the world while we 
should remain in tho body. 

" But we feel bound to make known to you that it has pleased 
the Father of Lights, ' from whom cometh down every good and 
perfect gift,' within the past few months, to shed a new and 
glorious light upon our pathway, and to open our eyes to clearer 
and higher perceptions of Hia tnith, His wisdom, and His wonder- 
working providence. This has been done in a manner most 
unexpected to us, and, in latter times, most extraordinair 5 but 
the revelation has been attended with such convincing and over- 
whelming proofs, as to leave in our minds, after a most dehberate 
and searchmg investigation, no possible question as to its heavenly 
origin. As we have freely received, we feel bound freely to give; 
and we cannot be ' disobedient to the heavenly vision,' without 
rejecting the most positive convictions of truth ever formed in 
our minds, aud resisting the clearest obligations of duty ever felt 
by our consciencea, 

" Aware of the scnsitivenesd usually felt in our denombiation 
respecting any variation from tlie commonly received standards of 
faith and holding no truths which we'desire to conceal, and none 
in which you are not equally concerned with om-aclvcs, we have 
judged it proper, in Christian irankness and confidence, to lay 
before you a concise and tmtlUiil statement of the position in 
which we now tind ourselves, and of the wondednl means tlirough 
which we have been brought to it. Such a statement we feel to 
be due to ourselves, in order that we may not be held responsible 
for views which we no longer entertain ; and also due to you, that 
you may not be considered as endorsing the orthodoxy of our 
present convictions, should you fail to be convinced of their truth. 
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"We then invite your candid attention to a brief narrative of 
observation and experience. 

" Upwards of two years since wo were indnccd, bj the solicita- 
tion of an cBteeined and Intellig'ent friendj to witness for ourselves 
certain extraordinary phenomena, which he believed were produced 
hj the a^encv of disembodied apii-itSj — alleging that he had re*- 
■ceived convincing proofs of the presence and ability to communieate 
of personal friends who had been long in the spirit- world. We 
complied with the Bolicitatton, from the conviction that it was 
neither manly nor Christian to refuse to investigate a enbject 
fraught with eoiiaeqiiences of auch interest and importance to 
every human being. ' Prove all things ; holdfast that which 
is good,^ is a maxim sanctioned equally by common senae and 
divine authority. There seemed to be nothing absurd or im- 
possible in the supposition that spirits of the departed should 
nianifeat thenieelves, since it %va9 the almost universal sentiment 
of Chriatcndom, not only that angels are 'miniBteriug spirits' to 
human beings in the body, — having 'cliarge over them in all 
their ways,' and ' enuaniping round about to deliver themj' — 
but that our depai-tcd tricnds also, having become * as the 
angek,' are among that ' great clond of witnesses' who en- 
compass us about,' watching over us with imdiminished love, 
and endeavouring to lead us upward toward the realms of purity 
and bliss. That they should wish to make us sensible of their 
presence and love, that we might more fully realize the benefits 
of their ministration, seemed extremely probable ; and that the 
means of gratifying this wish might bo granted them in this 
latter day, when ADVANCEMENT seems to be the order of Ood's 
providence in every department of human Interest, appeared by 
no means impossible. 

" The results, however of this investigation, at that time, were 
(for reasons then not apparent, but which have since been made 
plain to us) far from satisfactory. Iliough we witnessed some 
striking evidences of invisible intelligent agency, there was 
nothing by which this agency could be positively identified ; and 
the conclusion seemed most in accordance with our previous 
opinions, that if any agency beyond that of human bcmgs was 
concerned, it was that of e^al and seducing spirits. 

*' Some months sub3et|ueutly to this we were led again to 
attem])t the investigation, under circumstances more favourable 
to arriving at a eatiafactory conclusion. At this time public 
attention was beginning to be turned somewhat extensively to 
the subject, and many were yielding credence to these marvels, 
as the precursors or attestations of a new dispensation of Divine 
truth. We felt that if thcBc things were from the Spirit of Evil, 
that fact could and ought to be ascertained and exposed j and 
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that it (litl not become those who profess to have had their minds 
enlightened, and their spiritual perceptions qmekcjjed to discern 
between truth and error, between evil aud good, to sit by with 
folded hands, and not attempt to rescue from this new * suai't; of 
the devil' those who were being' 'taken captivo by him at hia 
wWV It must first, however, be proved to ie a snare of the 
devil, lest, in our efforts at rescue, wft should ' be found even to 
fight against God.' This proof could not be obtained without a 
c&ndid pei'sonal esaniinatiou, aud such wc resolved to make, as 
the only basis of a rational conviction. 

" The resuha of the flrat interview were of the most Burprisinj^, 
yea, astounding character. An jnteUigence, claiming to he the 
Bpiiit of a venerated parent, who had long since passed within the 
veil, manifested its presence, and addressed to one of us a com- 
munieation glowing with parental affection, and Itrcatbing the 
very spirit of the upper realm. This 'was accompauied by tlte 
statement of a nimiber of facta pertaining to hla earthly life, none 
of which, we were fully satififieiil, could have been known to ajiy 

Eer3on bodily present, except the iuquirer, and some of them im- 
uown even to lam at that time. Although the investigation 
had been approached with minds on the alert, and perceptions 
3hai"pened, to detect collusion, huposture, deception, or diabolism 
in any of its forms, no trace of them eould be perceived; all was 
conducted with evident frankne.s3 and candour on tho part of 
those concerned 5 and no solution of the mystery was then arrived 
(It, and no adequate one haa since been offered, which does not 
recognize the ageucy of invisible uitelligent beings. A trumpet- 
blast from the clouds could aearcoly have been more atartling to 
our prcjmlicea and unbelief than was that message froin theliidden 
world. For days it seemed as if a voice from heaven was indeed. 
rbiging in our astonished eara, and never were our souls moro 
deeply stiiTcd than by that solemn eshoiiation to ' lead a life of 
holinesifl and sobriety on earth,' that we might receive the ' crown 
of glory,' aud the Divine benedietiou when we should enter upon 
the lite to come. 

" As may be well supposed, the interest awakened by this 
occun-enee was sufficient to lead to a further Investigation, But 
a truth so novel aud startling could not be at once received^ 
however demonsti-ative and conrineing the evidence upon whleli 
it rested. Nov was it until evidence had aecumulated upon 
evidence, and proof became plied upon proof, — not until manifes- 
tations of the moat marvellous character had been repeatedly 
witnessed under a great variety of circumatiinces, and notwith- 
standing the application of every conceivable test, — that we could 
consent to aeknowledgo even to ourselves a belief in the agency 
of spiritual beings. That belief, however, in spite of prejudieo 



f8 



and scepticism, — in spite of tlie general cry of ' humbug' and 
' iiiiposture' — in spite of all atteiupta of ' acientific men' to explain 
tlie iimi'vek on the basis of matt'rialism (which explanations we 
found to be in every case wholly inadequate to account for what 
we witnessed), that belief became at length forced upon our minds 
by iiTcsistiblc eyidcnce. 

" But the question Btill pressed upon us, Who were these 
invisible things; and what their character and designs? They 
claimed to be the spirits of depaited human beings — some of 
them Insisted that they w^ere our relatives and finenda who had 
thrown off the mortal tenement, and arisen to a higher form of 
life—and they fumished moat startling and inexplicable proofs of 
their identity. They professed to be thus manifesting themselves 
to our outward aenaes for the purest and holiest of purposes —to 
re-awaken long buried affection, and cause the conscious reunion 
of our hearts with the ' loved and lost,' who indeed were not lost, 
but ever watching twound us to dissipate the clouds of fear, and 
ignoranccj and doubt, which hang over the portals of the tomb j 
to quicken our faith in the realities of the unseen world, and the 
glorias that there await the earnest seeker for truth and goodness; 
and to proclaun the speedy coming on earth of that gloriona 
promised day, wheji 'the face of the covering cast over all people, 
and the veil that is spread over all nations,' shall be removed j 
when ' death shall be swaUowed np in victory,' and ' the tears 
wiped away from all faces.' 

*' Were they what they claimed to be, or were they deceivers ? 
Were they good spirits, or evil ? Or were they both good and 
evil? Some people were ready to decide at once, that, if spirits, 
they viiust he evil, and, therefore, wholly to be avoided. But this 
was a condenmation without a trial. The injunction of the apostle 
is, — and it was now seen to have an application before mithought 
of— not to reject them altogether, but to ' try the spirits whemer 
they be of God.' This certainly implies that some are of (rod, 
and some not. And surely, if any dependence can be placed upon 
the representations of the Scriptures on the subject, we are sur- 
rounded and watched over by ministers of good as truly as of 
evil ; and why should the former, whose duty it is to have ' charge 
over us in all our ways,' neglect to interfere, and warn us of, and 
save ua from the machinations of the latter? To suppose tliey 
were not allowed to do so would be iacousi&tent with the goodness 
and promises of God. 

^' But some will ask, at the outset, Is not all converse with 
spirits forbidden by the Deity ? We reply that we know no 
evidence of such prohibition, except as regards evil or undeveloped 
spirits, and with such wc have no desire for Intercourse. If the 
prohibitions given through Moses included good as well as evil, 
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then they were transgressed Ly Moses himself; for did he not 
talk witli the 'angel at tljy busk?' And dul he not receive the 
law ' by the ministration of angels j' spending forty days with 
them in the mount V It was transgressed also by Samuel, Elijah, 
Isaiah, Ezekielj Daniel, and doubtless? all the prophets, for do 
tliey not describe their interviews with spiritual beings, sometimes 
tenning them 'men,' and again ' aagela of the Lord?' It was 
transgi'eftsed also by Christ at the transfiguration, and by the 
apostles and others in niuuorons instances. And, lastly, John the j 
Hevclator wrote the whole book of the Apocalypse imder the 
direction and inspiration of an 'angel,' who, at the end, annonneed 
huuself to be his ^ fellow^sernnnt^ and of his hrethren the jirophets.^ 

" It waft thus evidently our duty not to condemn or avoid all 
indiBcriminately, but to distinguish between them. Moreover, 
the rule by which they were to be tried was given, both by the 
apostle and by Christ. ' Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus 
Christ is come in tlie flesh ia of God.' ' By their fruits shall ye 
know them.' Having thus the tests put into our hands, with the 
all-suHielent promise, *■ If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, who giveth unt« all men hberally, and it shall he given 
you,' why should we refrain from applying them ? 

" The most favourable opporttuiititfs were offered us for 
making this investigation ; and they were carefully and prayer- 
fidly unproved. For several successive months did we eontmue 
to apply to what was transpiring under onr notice, through the 
lucdmnisliip of others, the keenest powers of observation, and the 
highest exercise of moral perception which have been granted ua, 
ever seeking aid and light from Him who has said, ' Ask, and ye 
ahall ri'ceive.' 

" At length these intelligences from anotlier sphere began to 
manifest themselves to us in a manner most uulooked for, and 
diverse from anything we had elsewhere witnessed, in the quietneaa 
and seclueiun of our own home, and without the interventkni of 
any other person. From siiudl and gentle beginnings they hai'e 
gone forward, as we were al>ie to bear the mcreasing hght, toglvo 
greater and higher and clearer proofs of the reality of their presence, 
their identity, and their hciivenly misftion ; until, through a period 
of six or seven months, we have been permitted, as we believe, 
the almost daily enjoyment of the sweetest and most intunate 
communion with the spirits of ' jnst ones made perfect' above. 

" We cannot undertake to detail to you in this communication 
the extraordinary scenes which we Iiave passed through, nor to 
recite the wondertiil messages we have lifttened to during tliis 
period, A volume would be required to present the subject 
adequately to your niinda. Nor wdl we attempt to deacriUo the 
lueuUd stmgles which it has cost us to overcome the barriers uf 



80 



prejudice, and yield our hearts to tlie truths ajid convictloiis which 
have been iiTcsiatibly forced upon us. We ciui mention only the 
general features of our experience, with the results to whitJi we 
have been led. 

*' First, That there are fiilse and wicked spirits seeking in this 
way to coimnujiicate with men, is as fully evident as that there 
are false and wicked men lii this life, and tlicy are to be judged in 
the isame inannerj by then' words and work^. The fact that the 
human body may be possessed and controlled by evil apirita, is, to 
nu, no longer a fact of history, but of observation , aud more than 
once have we been called upon to ' cast out devila in the name of 
Christ.' Through the earlier part of our experience, it wan a 
matter of perplexing inquiiy how we might be secure from the 
annoyanceB aud deceptions practised upon us by these ill-dlBpnsed 
intelligences. At length the whole question was solved in a 
manner so plain that wc wondered it should have caused us any 
difficulty. We were taught that the great law of attraction or 
affinity holds as imiversally in the spiritual as in the physical 
world J that we di-aw around ns spirits like ourselves, those whose 
motivesj feelings, aspirations, are most in affinity with our own, 
and that if we would atti'act only the good, the piu-e, the exalted, 
we must ourselves be pure-minded, sincere, devout j and the 
channel of communication uiuat also be pure and elevated." 



The charge of a yoimg family, domestic cares and perplexities 
forced upon tl>em by tlie straitened cii-cimi stances in which they 
have been kept ever siuee tlieir reception of the new light, have 
been unfavourable to tho full development and exercise of Mrs. 
Newton's peculiar faculty 5 butherliueband acknowledges that h© 
owes his success, when writing on spiritual subjects, almost entirely 
to her inspired suggestions, and her varied experience of psycho- 
logical aud inspirational phenomena have gi'ven him rai'e oppor- 
tunities for their careful uivestigation under tlie best conditions. 

I was infoi"med of the circumstances that influenced Mrs. 
Newton's ^"isit to England at the period I have mentioned, which 
arc curious and interesting. It appears that she was on a visit 
in a distant part of tho countiy, aud one day, while she waa 
ascending, for air and exercise, one of the Alleghatiy Mountains, 
entirely alone and no human presence near, the words " You 
must go to Europe" were spoken to her inner hearing with 
startling distinctness aud force. At that tinic nothing seemed 
more improbable than her compliance with this injunction. But 
floon after, Invisible intelligences — souietimes through other 
mediums, and again directly to herself^ — began to set forth the 
desirableness of a visit to the Old World. Various reasons 
were urged, but prominent among them was the importiUice of 
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making known ui England the elevated and practical views of 
the algnificance of the ^eat raovomcnt which waa then iufliienclng 
so large a airmber of the inhabitants of the Western World, and 
by her personal inedlumship, to eiFcct an Lamiodiate rajtport 
Dctwcen eome of the prominent niinds of the two contrneuts. 

It was also said that travel would be beneficial to herself in 
an educational point of view, to fit her more completely for futui'G 
usefulnesB, At length, after the lapse of some montlis, her 
husband and frlenda were satisfied of the propriety of her mission, 
and she trusting, as slie has told me, to a protecting Providence, 
which had already carried her through many scenes of trial, made 
Up her mind to separate hcraelt' from her husband and yoimg 
family, to whom she was most devotedly attached, and to prepare 
herself with very slender means, to obey and follow her leadmgs 
to accomplish what she considered a aacred duty. 

That she had been histnimentai in iniprossing many miudH 
with a sense of the deep religious significance of the new un- 
folding, has been abundantly evidenced by numerous testimonials 
received from England since her retinm home. That she was 
protected in a very marked manner, waa amply shown by the 
fact of her being welcomed on her arrival, though an entire 
stranger witliout credentials, by several families, and by tliem 
tenderly and affectionately cared for. I may mention, as pro- 
minent in these acts of kindness, the names of Mr. and ilrs, 
Rymer, w^ho in their turn have since Ixion called on to make 
CTeat sacrifices for the cause of Spirituallam ; and Mr. William 
—^Gox, a gentleman who has ever been forcnioat in disseminating 
the truth of Spiritualism, with the phenonvcna of which he has 
been acquaintea for more than five-and-tweuty years. 

In closing my remai-ks on Mrs. Newton, i will relate one 
further proof of her peculiar gifts, as aliown ui the following touch- 
ing incident, evLacing spirit aflfectlon, which recently occurred : — 

A gentleman, an cntLi'c stranger, having otficial business with 
the Bureau of Emigration, with which Mr. Newton is comjected, 
arrived from Hayti. Immediately on hearing of his arrival, 
Mrs. Newton felt the presence of a spuit, who seemed to take a 
deep interest in this gentleman. The spirit urged her to make 
him a gift of flowers. These flowers were meant to be emble- 
matic^ and she was shown \a ■\'ision a peculiar arrangement which 
it wae dcsu-cd should be made of them. They were, she waa 
told, to consist of a full-blown white rose, with a little red bud 
beside it ; the two were to be placed in a small pasteboard box, 
between two layers of pure cotton wool, tlic top layer to be 
turned down, like the upper sheet of a bed. Thougli unable to 
discover the object of all ttus, the wish was carried out by 
Mrs, Newton, and tlie flowers were presented to the gentleman with 
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a statement of the facts as above related. On receiving tlie 
flowers he was niut-.h siirjirisicd and afteeted, and Iifi explained 
that just hefore leaving Hayti he had lost a tenderly devoted 
wife, who had died after giving birth to a chUdj and that mother 
and infant— the ftilUblowii ruse and the Httle bud^ — -had been 
consigned to tlie tomb side by side. 



Mr. Preeland, an iotelligentj gentlemanly young man^ called 
on me at my hotel, explaJDing the object of nia visit to be, that 
hearing of my visit to New York, and that I was enquiring Into the 
subject of Spiritualism, he was anxious that I should make tJie 
acquaintance of his friend Mr. Andrews. I ought not, he said, to 
leave the country without seeing Mr. Andrews, and hearing his 
peculiar views | and he thought I should also be lutereated with 
Mrs. Andi'ows, who is a re^markahle trance medium. I accordingly 
accompanied Mr. Frecland at once, and was introduced to this 
gentleman and his wife, who reside in a superior house, with aU 
comforts about them. The walls of the room in wliich we sat 
were hung with a variety of frames, containing trite aphorisms and 
moral exhortations. Mr. Andrews, who is a man of education, past| 
the middle age, of grave mien, and evidently a serious and deep 
thinker, explained to me that he and a, few others were engaged 
in organizing a society, siptrttKttUf/ originated, and guided, for the 
imiversal regeneration of mankind, which enjbraeea tlie establiali- 
nient of a Catholic Church, in the broadest sense of the word. 
"Of course," he remarked with a smile, "I and my followers are 
looked upon by the multitude as a band of madmen." The plan 
of tills party proposes a new spikitual govehnmext for tue 
VOKLD, called The Pantarcht, which includes a ]S"ew Chdech 
and a New State, with, to use his own language, " all other 
subordinate institutions, educational, informational, &c,, winch are 
universal in their scope and nature, and wMch can be devised and 
established as subeervient to the collective wants of mankind,^' 

The new church called "The New Catiiolig Churcu,'' as 
described by Mr, Andi'ews, ia " to concern itself especially with 
the cidture of the emotional and sexsattcinal attributes of 
man, and more especially of these in theur higher and universal 
aspect, known as religion," &c. A'c. 

From a printed pamphlet, describing the constitution and 
organic basis of this New Catholic Church, I extract the 
folfowiug:- "ARTICLE L 

" constituency of the chuech. 

" The Church Is the world. The Church univei-sal can do no 
less than embrace all mankind. This is in the largest or most 
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extended meaning of the term. In another sense, the true 
GATHaL,ic Co UHCll is an interior organized body, which shonki 
be the spiritnal mother of the race. The relation between 
motlier and child existH eriually, whether the ehildren have so 
grown as to recofj^ize the motlier'a. face or not 5 so^ in the world, 
great numbers of men and women have not hitherto known any 
spiritnal mother, nor conselously recognized their need of one. 
Others, follow^iug legitimately the analytical proceBS of the in- 
tellect, or the self-assertive mstinct of individnulity, have been 
led to deny and abjnre all relation to the Church ; the truth of 
tlieir eascnVtal and spiritual unity with the race, and lience with 
the true spiritual Church, is not however affeeted therein*. These 
two elasses of pcrBons, the niiin formed or ignorant and the in- 
telligently infidel, belonging, efjnally with the moat spiritualized 
or sanctified persons, to the Church Universal, should be the 
especial objects of the labom's and care of the more interior 
body," &c. 

In Article VII., entitled " Faith and Practice," it is pre- 
acribcd— 

" That unity of the Faith of the CnuRCB is not to be found 
in the tiiithB apprehended and accepted by any single or indi- 
vidual mind, but in all the truths apprehended and accepted hy 
all ininds. Henco the creeds of the Church are not one, but 
many ; different and even opposite faiths, combiubig, balancing^ 
and harmonizing with each other in the bosom of the greater 
truth — Infinite varjkty in itnity. As in the constitution of 
the Church, 90 in its faith, all truths derived from all sources — or 
the universe of truth, observational, scientific, institutional, and 
inspirational — constitute the universal creed of the (jhrn-ch— a 
creed which is therefore progressively developing in time j hut, 
in a special or interior sense, the creed of the Chinx-h is the 
aggregate of the truth, known or beheved, in relation to the 
highest sphere of thought and feeling, and in relation to the out- 
working of DIVINE LOVE and wiSUOAi in beneficent action. 

" Every pastor of a Church congregation will rally his flock 
under that creed, which will best express tbo aggregate unity of 
his and their sentiments or religions bcliefe ] or under no written 
or formally constituted creed, ii* that method is more highly 
approved — the religious unity consisting of love, and of tliat 
knowledge of principles which not merely tolerates but accents 
and approves of diversity of opinion as necessary and beautiruJ^ 
resulting froni diversity of organization and development." 



During my visit, and whilst in conversation with Mr. Andrews, 
his wife passed into tlie trance state. Laying her hand on my 
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lin-ast ami Lor heiid ou my shouldtTj she addressed her huaband 
and Mr. Freeland, and gave them a minute description of my 
character. It will be suflficient for lue to saj on this headj that 
her remarks were very flattcrinf^. I Baidj"Iler Ian ^ age ia glow- 
ing ; but T am aft-aid the picture h too hig;hJy coloured." Mr. 
Andrews replied m a very seriou9 tone, " Jlr, Colemanj her 
■words have a deep significance with us. We are almost entirely 
guided by the precepts wliieh fall from her lips, inspirationally 
influenced as wc believe her to be whilst in that state, and we 
never think of acting contrary to her dictun)," 

I riicntion the fact of this visit to Mr. and Mrs. Andrews, to 
eliow my fi-iends at home one of the many, and certainly not the 
least cimona phase of American Spiritualism, I make no 
comment on Mr. Andrews' scheme of univenjal regeneration, for, 
bideed, I do not, aa I candidly told him, fiiUy comprehend it. 
My esperience, however, teacJies me to be humble in my judg- 
ments of otlier men's philosophy, and rather at all tunes to 
miatruflt my own wisdom, than deride what I do not understand, 
1 recollect the words of that eminently learned and pioua prelate, 
Jeremy Taylor, who said — " Although I be aa desirous to know 
what I slioidd, and what 1 should not, as any of my bretlu'cn, the 
sons of Adani, yet 1 find that the more I search, the further I am 
frojn being satisfiedj and make but few discoveries, save of my 
own ignorance." 



Perhaps the moat remarkable phenomenon to which American 
Spiritualism has given birth is Andrew Jackson Davis, known aa 
the Ponghkeepaie Seer. Those who have read the history of his 
life will know that ho was of the humblest parentage, and with 
scarcely any school education. Wlicnhe was about 18 years of age, 
Prot'casor Grimes visited Poughkeepsie, and there delivered a 
course of lectures on Mesmerism, illustrating the subject by 
experimenting, as usual, on some members of liia audience. The 
pbenouiena induced by the lecturer set the vUlagere at work to 
try their power of producing the same effects, and young Davis, 
who was at that time apprenticed to a shoemaker, was one upon 
whom the experiment was tried by a neighbour, with the most 
perfect success. He was at once thrown into the mesmeric sleep, 
and soon beeairse a clairvoyant. Ilis clairvoyance was at first 
used exclutiively for tracing the origin and scat of disease. Ilia 
diagnosis was considered extremely clear and reliable, and he 
was rnstramenta!, it appears, in effecting some very wondertiil 
cures. An ignorant youth in his normal condition, he was yet, 
when placed m a state of trance by his magnctiHcr, an illuminated 
and profound philosopher. Like Entanuol Swi-tlcnborg, he became 
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a seer, and had viBions, and ultimately he developed into a state 
designated "The Sui^fiRiOR CoNDiTiojr," which as diBtmgiiishcd 
from clairrojance, enabled him not only to see objects, bnt to 
analyse and (^xpUiii them scientificaUy. 

in this "superior condition," he delivered several lectures, 
showing, as it is aaid by Professor LewiSj who was one of many 
persons prcaent on the various occasions when these spontaneous 
effusions were eloquently poured forth, " a complete mastery of 
the subject in its varloui? ramifications and relations, and forming 
In the whole a profound and elaborate discussion of the Phihfiophy 
of the U/nverse.^^ These lectures were pubhahctl, and tbrni a 
large volume, estendhig to several hundred pages, and are 
entitled ^aturf''s Divine Revelations^ which no doubt many of 
iny readers have seen, as the book has had an imusually large 
circulation in Enj^land as well as in America, 

Since that period, Andrew Jackson Da^na has become widely 
known oa the author of several books, which have become very 
popular among a certaui class of American Spiritualists, and in 
the production of which he has been under t^piritual uifluence. He 
ia personally held in the highest respect and regard by all who 
know bin I. I had the pleasure of making liia acquaintance, and 
was agi'eeably surprised to find him bright, active, and solidly 
intelligent, with nothing of the dreamy mystic about him. Uia 
personal appearance ia extremely prepoascssing, with a massive 
and most intellectually foi-med forehead, prominent nose, long 
black hair and profuse flowing beard. He presents, on the 
whole, not a trace of plebeian descent. Ho has established a 
spiritual paper, entitled The Herald of Progress^ of wlilch he 
is the chief editor. He resides in the country, and spends half 
his day, as he told rae, in ganlenitig, and the other half m liia 
study ; once a week only he visits tus office in tlie City, where 
niunbers of persons of both sexes call on hiin, chiefly, aa 1 under- 
stood, to consult liim and receive medical advice, which he 
gratuitously prescribes, and which k inspirationally given to him, 

Hla character, as I have said, stands high. Professor Mapea 
infonned me tliat he made tlie most rigid inquiries aa to Davia'a 
antecedents, and found them exactly as is stated in the preface to 
Natures Dtvine Hevelations. 

I spoke with Mr. Davis about his peculiar gifts. He said the 
continued exercise of them in no way interfered with his healthj 
aa his time was systematically apportioned. His power of com- 
plete al>stractioin is very great, lie can walk, he said, through 
the throng of Broadway, and feel as isolated as if he were in a 
forest He was delighted to look on the likenesses of William and 
Mary Howitt, which I showed him; and it will be a satisfaction 
to ail the friends of this amiable couple to know that their literary 



talenta and private worth, are as fully tmdcratood and appreciated 
throughout the States of America aa they are in Europe. 

The Herald of Progresfs throws open its colnniiis to all classes 
of religionist!^. The reader will find occasionally from Boine of 
its correspondents the nttcranceg of a pure spiritual Christianity 5 
but most fiTcquently its pages are occupied hy what the orthodox 
would properly denounce' as rank Infidelitj, and of tbia character 
are the editorial articles. Davis, indeed, does not acknowledge 
the divinity of Christ ; and it will thus be seen that Spiiitualiain 
docs not mean any defined docti-ine or creed. 

One colunm of the Herald of Progress is devoted to " Medical 
Whisperings," wliich are answers to coiTeapondents, who aak 
mc(hcal advice from the seer ; and it may ho interesting to the 
ordinarily educated physician to hear what Andre%v Jackson Davis 
is spiritually Influenced to say on the subject of disease. 

'* All diseaaca, ho says, are but modihcationa of one disease — 
namely, a want of spiritual and physical harmony, or a loss of 
e<|uilil irium in the atomic motions and temperature of the body ; 
and that individuals are subject to one or more of those almost 
innumerable variations from the primary harmony according to 
progcniture, or acquired predisposition ; and that the weakest part 
of the organization will be the seat of its or their development. 
All acute and recent diseases are physical distin-bances, primarily 
caused by a positive, or magiietic condition of the atmosphere j 
which throws the spmtual principle out of its natiu'al equilibnum," 
And again he says : — ■ 

" The mind can, by its own action, cause and cure disease. 
Even as prominent an organism, as a cancer, can be psycho- 
logized into being by the same law. It is very necessary that 
modem Spirituallata should understand the whole force of tills 
principle. They would be eaved from many hasty conclusions 
respecting ' Evil Spirits' and other trials with which tlicy fre- 
quently corae into close and painful relations." Andrew Jackson 
Davis is, indeed, a wondcrfiil pbenomenonj a profound philosopher, 
educated chiefly by those wonderful spiritual experiences to whicli 
I have adverted. 

Having now exhausted the Kotes of my American Journal, I 
hasten to bring these papers to a close. I have given nearly 
every incident and fact connected with Spiritualists and Spiritual- 
Ism which came under my notice during a sojourn of just three 
weeks in the cities of New York and Boston. 



Objections have been taken by friends, some to one, and some 
to another, of the manifestations recorded In this ttaiTative. It is 
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not agreeable to our refined Ideas of a future life, to think that the 
epirits of departed persons would come to engage in a game of eards, 
aa spoken of in one instance, or in any of the lower oceupationa 
of this worlds But I respectfully submit that to be faithtiJ to 
the task I had nndertftken, I was bound to record everything 
wliich eame to my notice, tenthng to elueidate the subject of my 
investigation B without stopping to consider whether I offended 
the religious sci'uplcs of one, or destroyed the poetic dreams of 
another. If the plienomena attested by eo many unimpeachable 
witnesses are^cte, we want them all to lay the foundation of a 
aomid philosophy. It woidd eertainly mislead us, Trcre we to 
receive only those which accord witli our religious biaa, or with 
om* individual and peculiar views, of the spirit-life. 

Let mc say, then, in conclusion, that though we have leaders 
of public opmion amongst us, like the Bi'cwstcrs, and the Faradaya, 
whose erroneous theories on this subject remain imrevoked, and 
are still accepted by vast numbers who have not thought upon 
and thoroughly investigated the question for themselves — yet, in 
the fac^ of the acGumulated mass of facts which lie broadcast 
tlu'oughout society in America, attested there by men and women 
of the highest intellect and character — and by the more limitedj 
tliough very marked experiences we have had in this coimtry— 
it must be acknowledged by every tair and intelligent rcasoner^ 
that to deny the occurrence of what are called '* spiiitual phe- 
nomena" 19 to impeach the veracity of our souses, and dcuy the 
value of human teBtimony in relation to this clasa of facta. That 
the study of them may lead to differences of opinion, honestly 
entertained, I have already admitted ; and will only add that in 
Amenc^i the most searcliing and best-qualified investigators, 
while differing as to the origin of these phenomena, all agree in 
admitting their reality. 
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